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THE 


AUTHOR's CHARACTER, 


"PHE favourable reception which the fol- 

lowing performance has met with from 
the public, in the yarious editions of it, ſhews, 
in much ſtronger light, the diſtinguiſhed ex- 
cellency of it, than any thing elſe that could 
be advanced. The Rev. Jonx Exsx1xe, D. D. 
ſo remarkable for his candour, intelligence, 
and preciſion, ſpeaking of this book, ſays, in 
a printed note, HeRVxx of the Church of 
„England, and M*'Ewex of the Seceſſion, are 
«* agreeable writers. But to attempt their 
„manner is dangerous, without an uncom- 
* monly lively imagination, ſolid judgment, 
and correct taſte. Luxuriances of ſtyle, ge- 
* nerally overlooked in original genuiſes, ap- 
* pear ridiculous in their ſervile imitators.” 


His talent in preaching was much admired: 
his propoſitions were few and weighty ; his 
explications clear and accurate; his proofs 
plain and deciſive; his illuſtrations beauti- 
ful and entertaining; his applications cloſe 
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THE AUTHOR'S CHARACTER. 


iv 
and ſearching.— He poſſeſſed the moſt unaf- 
fected devotion towards Gop, and in a diffu- 
five love to all men: in modeſty, humility, 


and candour; in a gravity of deportment, 
tempered with becoming cheerfulneſs; in 


purity of manners, and integrity of conduct, 


was a pattern to all around him. 


His hearers had abundant reaſon to be- 
lieve, that he lived above this ſordid world, e- 
ven while he was in it.—In imitation of the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, that moſt ami- 
able and accompliſhed preacher, he was pe- 
culiarly careful to cultivate a ſpirit of zeal 
and devotion in all his diſcourſes. Accord- 
ingly he was fervent in ſpirit, as well as co- 
gent in argument, When he argued, con- 
viction flaſhed; when he exhorted, pathos 
glowed. And by diſtributing to each of his 
audience a portion ſuitable to their ſeveral 


'  Nates, he endeavoured rightly to divide the 


word of truth.” 
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PREFACE. 


THX candid reader, who ſhall be pleaſed to peruſe the 
following Eſſay, is deſired to take notice, that as the 
diſcourſe itſelf is not of the argumentative kind, it is taken 
for granted, as a preliminary maxim, That the grand doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity concerning the mediation of Chriſt, 
and the ineſtimable bleſſings of his purchaſe, were typi- 
cally manifeſted to the church, by a variety of ceremo- 
wes, perſons, and events, under the Old-Teſtament dil- 
penſation; It is true, there are ſome who affect to call 
this truth in queſtion, and yet pretend to be the friends 
of a divine revelation; but with what ſincerity, it is not 
difficult to perceive, To ſuppoſe that the goſpel is a new 
invention, and hatched in the age of the apoſtles, or that 
the religion of Jews and Chriſtians are entirely different, 
is ſignally injurious to them both: for, as a living crea- 
ture, when cut in two, will ſeem at firſt to preſerve ſome 
faint remains of life in both its parts, but in a ſhort time 
will totally expire; ſo, if the ſyſtem of the true religion 
be cut aſunder, and the faith of Jews be wholly ſevered 
and detached from the faith of Chriſtians, inftead of hav- 
ing one religion of Jews, and another of Chriſtians, we 
ſhall in reality have no true religion at all ſurviving. But 
we do not propole ſo much as to enter on any diſpute on 
this bead, as the following treatiſe was not intended by 
the author, either for the conviction of infidels, or for the 
confutation of falſe opinions, but for the edification of 
them who have obtained precious faith. . Such perſons it 
will not be difficult to perſuade, that the law —— 
the ſhadows of things to come, but the body is o 
TIT ee CAE 
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pel was emblematically preached, and Chriſt in a figure exhibited in 
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To exhihit a compendious view of the perſons, events, 

ordinances, and things, that the author apprehended were 
figurative of the 2 and mediation of the Son of God, 
is the deſign of the following ſneets. For, though there 
are ſome books on this ſubject already publiſhed in our 
language, 'it muſt be owned, they are far from being 
zudiciouſſy executed. The looſenets of their method, and 
inaccuracy of their ſtile, are perhaps.the true reaſons why 
they are ſo much neglected, and fo little known. For it 
might be thought, the theme they treat of, if properly 
handled, would recommend itſelf to a more univerſal pe- 
ruſal, than ſuch writings have hitherto obtained. 
It cannot be refuſed, that the doctrinal fyſtem the au- 
thor has choſen to follow in this ſmall work, though once 
reputed orthodox in the Proteſtant churches, is now fall- 
en into great contempt with many, who ſuſtain themſelves 
the only judges of ſentiment and compoſition. But ſhould 
this little treatife be accepted with the ſaints, (if wits will 
pardon the expreſſion), the cenſures of others need not 
excite either anxiety or ſurpriſe. For ſo long as the de- 
vil is ſuffered to deceive the nations, and ſo long as the 
heart is unconvinced of ſin, we may aſſure ourſelves, the 
doctrines of complete juſtification and everlaſting accept- 
ance with God, in the righteouſneſs of Immanuel, freely 
imputed to wretched ſinners, and of ſanctification of heart, 
and newneſs of life, through the power of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit giving teſtimony to the word of his grace, will meet 
with oppoſition. 

Some have conceived an invincible averſion to all alle- 
gories of every kind, on account of the ridiculous and diſ- 
torted fancies, the falfe and miſhapen gloſſes of ſcripture, 
of which, it muſt be confeſſed, the humour of allegoriz- 

ing, not property reſtrained, has been exceeding fertile. 
To hunt for allegories every where, and to labour at giving 
a myſtical turn to thofe * of holy writ that are the 
moſt plain and literal, indicates a vitiated taſte, * 
| ates 


theſe vages practiſed by the ancient Jews, I do, with great pleaſure, 
reſer to that admirable and well known book, in:itled, Theron and 
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ſeates wholeſome food. Many of the ancient fathers have 
been guilty of this fault; and eſpecially Origen, a man 
of an extraordinary genius, has been not unjuſtly blamed on 
this account. Yea, ſome men have carried the humour 
of allegorizing to ſuch an exorbitant pitch, as to rummage 


the Heathen mythology itſelf for the ſacred truths of re- 


ligion, and allegorize even that moſt empty book, the 
5 of Ovid. — But though ſome have tranſ- 
greſſed all bounds of ſobriety in their myſtic interpreta- 
tions, we mult not immediately diſcard all figurative ſenſes 
of the ſcripture, nor even cenſure a diſcreet inveſtigation 
of them. For, at this rate we behoved not only to con- 
demn the infallible apoſtle of the Gentiles, but alſo Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who compares himſelf to the manna, to 
the brazen ſerpent, and to Jonah in the belly of the fiſh. 

In order to ſettle the proper limits of allegorical inter- 
pretation, two things muſt be obſerved, which our author, 
in the courſe of this work, appears to have ſtedfaſtly kept 
in his eye. Firſt, To make a proper divine allego 
type, or figure, it is neceſſatily required, that there be a 
reſemblance, leſs or more, betwixt the literal hiſtory, 
perſon, or thing, and the ſpiritual doctrine, truth, or my- 
ſtery, which 1s ſuppoſed to be repreſented. Secondly, 
There muſt be ſome good reaſon to think, that this re- 
ſemblance is not merely caſual, or the child of fancy, but 
actually intended by the Holy Ghoſt. And where even 
both theſe requiſites are found, the utmoſt care ſhould be 
taken not to ſtrain the type or allegory beyond the bounds 
of a juſt and reaſonable compariſon, left, inttead of follow- 
ing the clue, we ſtretch the thread till it breaks. 

So this age of diſputes, it muſt doubtleſs be a conſider- 
able recommendation of a performance, when the reader 
is informed, that while the author diſcovers the moſt zeal- 
ous attachment to the cauſe of truth, and appears a de- 
voted champion of the evangelical doctrines, he is careful 
not to lay a diſproportionate ſtreſs upon any thing by which 
one Chriſtian may be diſtinguiſhed from another. Pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians, agreed in many things; agreed in lay- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt the one and only foundation of * ar 
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lineſs and future happineſs, are not here taught or ſtirred 
up to bite and deyour one another. No oil is here admi- 
niſtered to increaſe the flame, or keep awake the confla- 
gration of 'animoſity and diſpute, which have fo long, and 
1 ſadly diſturbed the peace, and hindered the union of 
the profeſſed friends of the truth as it is in Jeſus ; nor 
are any problematical- queſtions here determined with 
authoritative airs, that may be a new bone of contention 
in the church. Theſe are employments, whoever are en- 
gaged in them, and whatever be their motives and pre- 
tences, our author was far from approving. 

The conciſeneſs, the propriety, the energy, with which 
the ſeveral important and interefting ſubjects here taken 
into conſideration are treated, will, I perſuade myſelf, 
both entertain and edify the intelligent reader, and de- 
light his taſte; while his judgment is informed, his heart 
improved, and his practice directed. 20 
In order to remove theſe ſuſpicions which often ariſe 
concerning the authenticity of poſthumous works, I think 
it incumbent on me to acquaint the public, that the fol- 
lowing ſheets contain the ſubſtance of what the author 
originally compoſed and delivered from the pulpit in the 
form of ſermons. To contract the force and ſpirit of a 
ſubjeQ into a ſmall compaſs, and exhibit it to the mind in 
one clear and eaſy view, was a branch of fiudy he was re- 
markably fond of. Therefore, though his diligence and 
accuracy in preparing, for his public appearances, were 
ſingular and uncommon, he frequently employed his lei- 
ſure moments in digeſting his ſermons, after they had been 
preached, into the form of little eſſays. This method he 
purſued, with particular application and aſſiduity, with 
regard to the whale of theſe diſcourſes he made on the 
types, figures, and allegories of the Old Teſtament. 

His defign on theſe heads being executed in the form 


and dreſs in which they now appear, he began to enter- 


tain. ſe rious thoughts of offering them to the public. This 
engaged him to review and Examine the whole with a cri- 


tical attention, and to make ſuch alterations and improve-. 


ments as appeared neceſſary, in the view of gratifying a 


further 
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further aim at public ſervice *. Thus prepared and cor- 
reed, he was pleaſed, amidſt the familiarities of our 
long and intimate friendſhip, to indulge me with the peru- 
ſal of the manuſcript, I read it with eagerneſs and delight. 
Such inſtructive, animating, and evangelical compoſitions, 
ſeemed to me finely calculated, under a divine bleſſing, to 
be productive of conſiderable good. I could not therefore 
forbear urging upon the author an immediate publication 
of ſo excellent a work. After farther conſideration, and 
freſh applications to a throne of grace, for that wiſdom 
which is profitable to direct, he became reſolved. 

In a ſhort time, coming to Edinburgh on another ac- 
count, he ſettled every thing with the gentlemen who are 
now the publiſhers relative to the printing of it. The 
manuſcript he left in my hands, except a few ſheets that 
he propoſed to carry home with him, and take under a 
repeated, peruſal. At Leith, on his way home, he was 
ſuddenly taken ill. His diſorder ſoon iſſued in a moſt vi- 
olent fever, which put an end to his life and labours, in 
the twenty-eighth year of his age, and the ſeventh of his 
miniſtry. 

He was truly a moſt accompliſhed and amiable perſon: 
and if the Lord had been pleaſed to ſpare him, it is very 
likely he would have ſoon riſen high in the public eſteem, 
on account of his growing worth and abilities.—But as my 
preſent buſineſs is only to ſatisfy the public with regard to 
the progreſs the author himſelf had made towards the pub- 
lication of this work before his death, in order to 6 1 
tain the authenticity of it, and not to write an account of 
his life, or delineate his character, I muſt beg leave to 
refer the reader to that deſcription x of him in a ſhort 
paragraph, which appeared in the Edinburgh newſpapers 
| immes 


e ln December 1758, Mr MEwen publiſhed an ordination ſer. 

mon, intitled, The great matter and end of goſpel-preaching, from 
2 Cor. iv. 5. A general ſatistaction was exprefled by all who were 
preſent at the delivery of this ſermon. And it has been much eſteem- 
ed by many who have read it, not only on account ot the evangelical 
\ ſtrain of doctrine that runs through it, but alſo on account of the 
clear, nervous, aud pathetic manner of, his addreſs, 


PREFACE. 


immediately after his death, and which may be feen at 
the bottom of the page *. 

The publication hath been delayed fo long after his 
death, that it may perhaps ſeem neceſſary to make ſome 
apolegy for that delay. But it would be tedious to enu- 


merate a variety of circumſtances which have concurred 
to occaſion it. | 


I conclude, with aſſuring the public, that no one ſenti- 
ment of the author, throughout. the whole performance, 
has been either changed or ſuppreſſed, 

May the God of all grace follow the piece with his ſpe- 
cial bleſſing, give it an extenſive ſpread, and make it ſub- 


ſervient to the glorious cauſe of evangelical truth, real ho- 
lineſs, and Chriſtian charity, 


JOHN PATISON. 


Epixsuncn, 


Sept. 26, 1763. 


At Leith died of a ſudden illneſs, on the 13th January 1762, the 
Reverend Mr William M' Ewen, miniſter of the goſpel at Dundee, 
A. good genius, a clear head, a lively fancy, cultivated by a liberal edu - 
cation, 1mproven by cloſe ſtudy, and enlarged by an early acquaint 
ance with real and vital religion, laid the foundation of that ami- 
able, important, and uſeful character he maintained throughout 
the whole courſe of his miniſtry. Courteous and condeſcending, 
meek and humble in his own eyes; far from affecting human applaule, 
he aimed at an object infinitely more noble, the honour that cometh 
from God alone, which made him both faithful and diligent in his ho- 
ly vocation. Conciſeneſs of method, and perſpicuity of ſtile, added 


to ſolidity of judgment, rendered his preaching equally inſtructive to 


the wiſe, and intelligible to the ignorant. Warm with zeal for God, 
and compaſſion for men, his conſtant eudeavour was, to diſplay the a- 
miable excellencies of the incarnate Creator to the needy ſouls of pe- 
riſhing ſinners, Not neglecting in his own conduct what he recom- 
mended to the practice of others, his life was a fair and beautiful 
tranſcript of his doctrine. Cut down in the prime of life and public 
uſefulneſs, his death is univerſally lamented, as a ſevere and afflicting 


loſs to his friends, his congregation, and the church of God. 
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I. CuxrsT and ADam compared. 


HE almighty Creator had now finiſhed the univer- 
{al frame of nature. He ſaw the heavens ſhinin 

in all their glory ; he beheld the earth ſmiling in all her 
beauty: the ſea was ſtocked with fiſh; the air with 
fowls ; the field with beaſts. —But ſtill the maſter- piece 
of this inferior world was wanting, a creature endued with 
reaſon ; of upright ſtature; and qualified at once to rule 
over the reſt of the creation, and correſpond with his Cre- 
ator. © And the Lord God formed man of the duſt 
of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils the breath 
i of life, and he became a living ſoul.” (Gen. ii. 7.)— 
Thus far we are told by the Hebrew lawgiver. And we 
are further informed, by the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
that this firſt man, whoſe name was Adam, was the type 
or figure of © him that was to come.” (Rom. v. 14.) 
For aught we know, it might not ſo much as enter into 
the heart of Adam to conceive of this divine myſtery; and 
Moſes himſelf, the inſpired penman of that truly ancient 
and authentic hiſtory, might not perhaps advert to it. 
But fince God hath revealed it to us by his Spirit, let us 
attend where the reſemblance lies, of the firſt to the ſe- 
cond Adam; which we ſhall obviouſly find, whether we 
view him as the firſt man, the firſt father, the firſt lord, 
the firſt huſband, or the firſt covenant-head. And let us 
learn to contemplate. the glory of that illuſtrious perſon, 
who was fo early typified ; while we admire the depth 
"Sh B of 
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of God's foreknowledge, in ordering matters fo, that the 
hiſtory of the firſt man, who was of the earth, and earth- 
ly, was a prophecy of the ſecond man, who is the Lord 
from heaven. 4 

To begin with the creation of our general anceſtor. A- 
dam was the firſt man in the world of nature, who being 
formed out of the duſt of the ground, by the immediate 
hand of his Creator, was without father, and without mo- 
ther; and, in a ſenſe peculiar to himſelf, is called © the 
* ſon of God.” (Luke iii. 38.) He was alſo a creature 
perfectly new, to whom there was nothing like, and no- 
thing equal, among all the viſible works of God; for his 
perſon, conſiſting of a viſible body, and an inviſible ſoul, 
was made after > bf image, and in the likeneſs of God, 
which chiefly conſiſt in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and 
holineſs. Now, ſure it is not difficult to perceive, that all 
theſe characters exactly agree to the ſecond man, who is |" 
the firſt-born among many brethren in the world of grace, 14 
without father as man,—without mother as God. His " 
body was formed (not indeed of the duſt of the ground, J 
but in a manner equally unexampled and miraculous) of tl 
the virgin's ſubſtance, by the immediate power of God; tl 
and ſo ſoon as a reaſonable ſoul was united to it, in the 
womb of the virgin, both were, that very moment, aſſu- 1 
med into the divine perſon of the Son; wherefore, in all th 
propriety, that holy thing which was born of her, was F** 
called“ the Son of God; (Luke i. 35.) or, to uſe the 
expreſſion of an Old-Teſtament prophet, was “a new 
thing created in the earth.“ (Jer. xxxi. 22.)—-In the 
man Chriſt Jeſus is found more of the divine likeneſs than 
all the ſaints, than all the holy angels can dare to boaſt. 
„For which of them have been called at any time, the 
„ brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon ? or, to which of them has he ſaid, Thou 
« art my Son, this day have I begotten thee ? ” (Heb. i. 
3, 5.) Adam, indeed, might reſemble his Creator, as 
the image on the coin reſembles the king upon the throne ;}F'< 


by ww, ay 1 mens, as: a 
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but Jeſus Chriſt reſembles God, as the prince and heir tof® 


the crown reſembles his royal father, being not only like 
him, but of the ſame nature and ſubſtance with him. And] 
\ | though 
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though, in ſhadowing forth the conſtitution of Immanuel's 
| perſon, all ſimilitudes muſt be infinitely defective, yet 
the union of Adam's ſoul and body is, perhaps, the beſt 
natural emblem of it we can expect to find. Nor does it 
ſeem unlawful for us to aſſiſt our conception of this high 
myſtery by this natural union, inaſmuch as the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf, in the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament, 
ſeems to allude unto it, when he calls his humanity the 
. B./e/>, and his divinity the ſpirit. In the former he was 
manifeſted, in the latter he was juſtified. (1 Tim. iii. 16.) 
In the one he was put to tak, and 1n the other he was 
s Þ quickened. (1 Pet. iii. 18.) If the conſtitution of the 
| © firit Adam's perſon was an incomprehenſible myſtery in 
nature, the conſtitution of the ſecond Adam's perſon is no 
4 Bleſs an incomprehenſible myſtery of grace. | 
U As Adam was the firſt man that God created, ſo he 
is was the firſt father and progenitor of all other men, who 
e. Dare every one born in his image, as they come into the 
3s world of nature, and breathe the vital air. Juſt ſo, from 
d. Jeſus Chriſt, the eee Father, all who come into 
of che world of grace derive their ſpiritual being; his image 
d; they bear, (1 Cor. xv. 49.) and from him * the whole 
he family in heaven and in earth is named.” (Eph. in. 15.) 
u- Though here alſo there is a conſiderable diſparity betwixt 
all Ithe earthly man and the heavenly Adam. The firſt man 
vas lis not the immediate, but the remote father of our fleſh ; 
the for, © one generation goes, and another comes: but 
ew clus Chriſt is the immediate Father of all his ſaints, who 
the In every age receive from him the light of life, as the fil- 
han Per moon, and all the ſparkling ſtars, receive _ imme- 
a}, Piately from the ſun, the fountain of the day. The firft A. 
the Pam, as Moſes relates, was made a m_— ſoul,” (1 Cor. 
age v. 4 5.) that he might convey a natural lite to them who 
hou Had not received it: But the ſecond Adam, as the apoſtle 
b. i. Heclares, “ was made a quickening ſpirit,” to impart a 
. as ſpiritual life to them who had loſt it, and were dead in 
ne ; lreſpaſſes and fins ; and, at the reſurrection of the juſt, to 


ir toduicken alſo their mortal bodies. For, © as in Adam all 


likeff die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive.“ 
And! Quce more; Adam was the firit lord. and king of the: 
B 2 


world. 
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world. Being made a little lower than the angels, he 
** was crowned with glory and honour, He had domi. Þþ 
nion over the works of God's hands; and all things 
were put under his feet: all ſheep and oxen, the beaſts 
Hof the field, and whatſoever paſſeth through the paths 
of the ſeas. 1 (Pfal. viii. 3, 4, 5.) But, alas: the do- 
minion of this lord of the inferior creation was ſhort-lived ; 
for, © being in honour, he continued not.” (Pal. xlix. 12. 
— Nevertheleſs, i in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, God-man, 
the primeval ſovereignty of the human nature is moſt am- 
ply reſtored ; for, he is made “ head over all things un- 
* to his body the church, both in the heights and depths.” 
(Eph. 1. 22.) The juriſdiction of Adam, though wide, 
was not univerſal; but the kingdom of je ſus Chriſt ruleth 
over all. He can, if he pleaſes, extinguiſh the ſtars and 
the fun, which ſhine by his permiſſion ; and © of his go- 
** yvernment and peace there thall be no end.” (Iſa. ix. 7.) 
Now, let us come to the marriage of our great proge- 
nitor. God ſaw that it was not © good for man to be a- 
* lone: ” (Gen. ii. 18.) He caſts him into a deep 
fleep; opens his fide; takes from him a rib; by his 
creative power forms a woman of it; cloſes the wound; 
preſents the newly-formed creature to her huſband, who *« 
being awaked, knew what was done unto him, and with a 
— er acknowledged this laſt and beſt gift of Heaven 
to be „ bone of his bone,” and © fleſh of his fleſh. d 
For this cauſe,” ſays the ſacred hiſtorian, ſhall a mary 
„leave his father and mother, and cleave unto his wife. Id. 
— Now, may we be allowed to allegorize this real hiſtoſ to 
ry? Does not the apoſtle ſeem to ſay, that this is ſpoken 
of Chriſt and the church? (Eph. v. 32.) Let us modeſtJ** 
ly purſue the allegory a little. The ſecond Adam, thay 1: 
he might give life and being to his beloved ſpouſe, th It 
church, the mother of all that are truly — was con 55 
tent to ſleep the ſleep of death. This fleep of death way'u 
not the effect of nature, for he died not of old age © ny 
fickneſs ; but he was voluntarily caſt into it, and was dep * 
livered, by the determinate counſel and forcknowledge q 0 
God, to be crucified and flain, His fide was opened wit 1 


* ſpear, ny from the gaping wound came water and 9 Apr. 
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e that he might ſanctify and cleanſe, and preſent to him- 
. ſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or 
any ſuch thing.” (Eph. v. 27.) By this ſleep of death, 
into which he was caſt, he becomes at once her huſband 
and her father; for ſhe is a part of himſelf, of his body, of 
2. bis fleſh, and of his bones. (Eph. v. 39.)—When he a- 
|, MW waked at his reſurrection, his wounds were healed ; he 
. bound himſelf a glorious conqueror ; he ſaw the travail 
n, Jof his ſoul, and was fatisfied. He acknowledges the rela- 
n- tion, and betrothes her to himſelf for ever in loving-kind- 
n- nefs, in mercies, and in faithfulneſs. A bloody ſpouſe 
vas the church to thee, O dying Redeemer ! So match- 
le, leſs was his love, he left his Father and his mother to 
thi cleave to his unworthy bride—left his Father in heaven, 
when he came from thence into this lower world, and con- 
Jſented to be forſaken for a ſeaſon—left his mother on 
earth, when he aſcended on high as the Captain of our 
ſalvation. He left the bleſſed virgin that bare him, to 
| provide for herſelf; he left the church of the Jews, al- 
though his mother-church, that he might cleave unto the 
i Gentile church, gathered out of all nations. 

Laſtly, Adam was the firſt covenant-head,' and public 
re preſentative. It is true; the hints of this tranſaction 
are but ſparingly. given in the book of Geneſis. Howe- 
ver, the truth of it is clearly evinced from the tenor of 
divine revelation; and it is evident, that before the law 
was given by Moſes, a law was given to Adam, becauſe 
death reigned from Adam to Moles, and there behoved 
to be a law by which this death did reign. For, as the 
inſpired apoſtle argues, with the greateſt force of reaſon, 
Sin is not imputed where there is no law.“ (Rom. v. 
13.) Was there then a law before the covenant of Sinai? 

thqit was ſurely none other but the law of works, which God 
con ap to the firſt man; in whom, as their covenant-head, 
va his poſterity were either to ſtand or fall. Full well we 
e ofknow the doleful event. But, as by one man's diſobe- 
s de]“ dience many were made ſinners; ſo, by the obedience 
ge q“ of one, ſhall many be made righteous.” (Rom. v. 19.) 
with The firſt Adam, through pride, diſobeyed the moſt eaſy 
loodJprecept ; and the laſt Adam obeyed the moſt difficult com- 
« thi _ B 3 e mand. 
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mand. The firſt Adam, being a man, affected to be as 
God: the ſecond Adam, being God, was found in fa- 
ſhion as a man. The firſt Adam was aſſaulted by the de- 


vil in paradiſe, and was overcome: the ſecond Adam if 


was tempted in the wilderneſs, by the ſame malicious ſpi- 
rit, but he was a conqueror. The firſt Adam, breaking 
the law in one point, was guilty of all: the laſt Adam, 
obſerving it in every point, did magnify and make it ho- 
nourable. The moment we become the children of A- 
dam, by natural generation, we die for a ſin which we 
could not perſonally commit: the moment we become 
the children of Chriſt by regeneration, we are made a- 
live, by a righteouſneſs which we could not actually work 
out. In Adam we are condemned for one fin; but in 
Chriſt we are juſtified from innumerable offences. In the 
firſt book of the Bible we have a melancholy relation, 
how the firſt Adam was ſo far from being able to tranſmit 
life and happineſs to his poſterity, or to give them to eat 
of the tree of life, that himſelf was driven out from the 
terreſtrial paradiſe, and debarred from all acceſs to that 
ſacramental tree: but in the laſt book of the ſacred ora- 
cles, we-are preſented with a view of the ſecond Adam, 
in a far more glorious place than that happy garden, and 
hear him declaring from his. own mouth, Jo him that 
* overcometh, will I give to eat of the tree of life that 
„ js in the midſt of the paradiſe of God.” (Rev. ii. 7.) 

For ever bleſſed be the glorious name of God, thet 
what the firſt Adam could not keep, the ſecond hath am- 
ply reſtored to us: © For as in Adam fin hath reignec 
% unto death; ſo grace hath reigned through -righteouſ 
« neſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: (Rom 
v. 21.) Who is not only come, that © we might have life 
© but that we might have it more abundantly.” (Johr 
X. 10.) 


— —m 
II. De Hiftory of NoARn. 


18 Noah was a figure of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeems no 
obſcurely hinted, in his very name given him by his 
rehgio 
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eligious father, not without prophetic inſtinct. It ſigni- 
bes re/t, comfort; and, as ſome have obſerved, grace, 
when its letters are a little tranſpoſed. So Chriſt is our 
onſolation, our reſt, and by him grace reigns unto eter- 
al life. Of him we may truly ſay, with the ſtricteſt pro- 
priety, This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our work 
„and toil of our hands.” (Gen. v. 29.) Noah © was 
« a juſt man and perfect in his generations, and walked 
« with God,” (Gen. vi. 6.) when the wickedneſs of men 
was grown to the moſt exorbitant height, and all fleſh had 
corrupted their way. He dared to. be good, when all 
were turned degenerate ; and, fearleſs of reproach or vio- 
lence, he admoniſhed them of their wicked ways, preach- 
ing righteouſneſs in their aſſemblies. (2 Pet. ii. 5.)—So 
Chriſt preſerved his integrity in every the ſmalleſt in- 
ſtance, in an evil and adulterous generation, preaching 
what he practiſed, with not unlike ſucceſs to Noah. For, 
it is written of him in the Pſalms, * I have preached 
„ righteouſneſs in the great congregation : lo, I have not 
« refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knoweſt.” (Pfal. xl. 
9.) In ſome ſeaſons of the Almighty's vengeance, we 
are informed, that the righteouſneſs of Noah, Daniel, and 
Job, could not deliver a ſinning people, nor yet their 


|| neareſt relations, from the lifted ſtroke. (Ezek. xiv. 4.) 


Truly Noah, though righteous, could not, by his righte- 
ouſneſs, avert the waters of the flood. But the righteouſ- 
neſs of our adorable Redeemer is of ſuch infinite value 


.| and perfection, as to deliver from death an innumerable 


multitude of tranſgreflors. | 

But let us chietly conſider that memorable hiſtory of 
Noah, his preparing an ark for the ſaving of his houſe ; 
the antitype of which remarkable event, we are informed 
by the apoſtle Peter, is © our being ſaved by baptiſm 
66 — the putting away of the filth of fleſh, but the an- 
« {wer of a goad conſcience towards God) by the reſurrec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt.” (1 Pet. iii. 21, 22.) The long- 
ſuffaring of God was now tired out, and his Spirit ceaſed 
to ſtrive with rebellious men, whom all means had proved 


ine ffectual to reclaim. The time was come, when the 
threatened vengeance was to deſcend with reſiſtleſs fury. 


Noah 
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Noah being long before warned of God, had prepared an 
ark againſt the approaching deluge : for, he believed 
God; and, being moved with fear, he obeyed the com. 
mandment of the Lord. He deſpiſed the jeers of the un- 
believing world; and conſidered not the huge difficultie oi 
he behoved to ſurmount, before he could get a veſſel con. 
ſtructed, of ſuch bulk as would contain, in its capaciousſ1z; 
hold, all ſorts of beaſts and birds, together with their ne. 
ceſſary proviſions, for fo long a time as he was to-be there 
a. priſoner, That God who commanded. him, that God 
in whom he believed, and whom he feared, enabled him 
alſo both to begin and finiſh. The ſhip is built; the car- 
go is taken in; the flood comes; and the waters prevail 
above the talleſt trees, and loftieſt mountains. The fin- 
ful race of men is buried in a watery grave. But the ark, 
the peculiar care of Heaven, though without helm or 
maſt, rides triumphant over the foaming billow; is pre- 
ſerved from daſhing on the crag ws & or foundering 
in the mighty waters. At le a dove, fetching in her 
mouth an olive leaf, (Gen. viii. 11.) informs the inhabi-Wt 
tants of the ark, that the waters were abated. They are. 
\ 
| 


at laſt releaſed from their tedious confinement. The ve- 


nerable patriarch, overwhelmed with gratitude for ſuch a 
wonderful preſervation amidit the howling waſte, ſacrifi- 
ces unto the Lord, who ſmells a ſavour of reſt, (Gen. viii. 
21.) and renews with him: his gracious covenant, that he. 
will no more curſe the ground for man's ſake. A glorts 
ous rainbow is ſeen over his head ſtamping the clouds, 
(Gen. 1x. 13.) which, from that time became a peaceful 
ſign, that the waters ſhall never more cover the face of 
the earth; and that though the waves ſhould. toſs them- 
ſelves againſt the ſandy ſhores, they ſhall never prevail. 
Who ſees not, in this whole tranſaction, a lively pic- 
ture of the method of our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, from 
a far more dreadful flood, that ſhall, ſooner or later, de- 
ſcend upon the head of every ſinner ? In Jeſus Chriſt we 
have the antitype of Noah, both floating in the ark, ſtand- 
ing at the altar, and compaſſed with the rainbow. In- 
deed, he is at once the ark that ſaves us from the floods 
of divine wrath, the ſacrifice that atones the incenſed juſ- 
p - 
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ice of God, and the rainbow that makes our clouds of e- 
very ſort to wear ſweet ſmiles. Though Noah's ark, and 
acrifice, and rainbow, were things different from himſelf, 


Ind from one another, in Jeſus Chriſt they are all con- 


oined. 

What mortal wit would have contrived ſuch an expe- 
lient as the ark of Noah, to ſave from an univerſal de- 
uge ? There is no doubt but the whole ſclieme appeared 
ery ridiculous to the generality of the world. Noah him- 
elf was not the contriver of this projet. It was wholly 
planned by God. Even fo, if men and angels had tortu- 
ed their invention to fave a guilty world, they could ne- 
er have ſo much as ſuggeſted that method, which the 


viſdom of God has fallen upon in the mediation of Jeſus 


Chriſt. So far does it tranſcend the thoughts of men, 
hat naturally they cannot receive the myſtery of God's 
will. For it is © to the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to 
the Greeks foolithneſs.” (1 Cor. i. 23.) 

In this wonderful veſſel were found only eight ſouls, 
(1 Pet. iii. 26.) the little family of Noah); and how ſmall 
was that number to the myriads- that periſhed in the 
waves? Een fo, the flock of Chriſt is but a little flock ; 
for, though © many are called, yet few are choſen.” 
(Mat. xx. 16.) O! how unſearchable are his judgments ! 
It was no doubt very ſtrange to {ee the wildeft beaſts 


and birds dwelling peaceably together under the ſame 


roof, in that time of common danger: but not more 
ſtrange than what happens every time when ſinners are 
converted unto God, and enter into his fanttuary, For, 
in Jeſus Chriſt, the men of ravenous natures forget their 
natural ferocity, and“ put on, as the elect of God, bow- 
* els of mercy, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, and long- 
* ſuffering; ”” and, to uſe the lofty itile of the prophet, 
„the wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
„ ſhall lie down with the kid, and the young lion and the 
fatling together :—they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in 
all my holy mountain.“ (Iſa. xi. 6.) | 
Dreadful, to be ſure, were the buffetings of the roll. 
ing ſurges on the fides of the ark, when heaven and earth 
ſeemed to conſpire its ruin; but, being protected by a ſu- 
4 . perior 


22 TYPICAL PERSONS» BOOK I. 


perior providence, the veſſel, though heavy laden, wea. 
thered the ſtorm, preſerved alive all the creatures that 
were within her, and at laſt reſted upon the mountains of 
Ararat.—So did the waves and billows of the Father's 
wrath go over thine head, O ſuffering Saviour, and the 
floods of ungodly men made thee afraid: (Pſal. xvii. 4.) 
but thou wait more than a ebnqueror, and at laſt did find 
thy reſt on the mountains of eternal. glory, having both 
ſaved thyſelf, and all that are found of thee : thou art 
our © hiding-place from the ſtorm, and a covert from the 
* tempeſt. If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
„ ſide, the waters of God's wrath had ſwallowed us up 
„quick: then the waters had overwhelmed us, the 
* ſtream had gone over our ſoul: the proud waters had 
gone over our ſoul.” (Pal. cxxiv. 4.) | 
When we are told in the ſacred hiſtory, that a dove a- 
lighted on the ark, with the olive-leaf, what ſhould hin- 
der us to think of the holy Spirit of Jeſus Chriit, who a- 
lighted upon him, in the waters of Jordan, in the like- 
neſs of that gentle bird ? and who brings glad tidings of 
{ue joy to all the inhabitants of the ark, when he al- 
ures them, by the moſt inconteſtible proofs, that the win- 
ter of wrath is paſt, and the rain is over and gone. (Song 
11. I1.)—The holy fire is now gone forth at the appoint- 
ed ſeaſon; and, beholding the diſmal deſolation, he offers 
an atoning ſacrifice of every clean bird and beaſt ; and the 


Lord ſmelled a favour of reſt.— This naturally leads us to 


think of him who gave himſelf for us an offering, and a 
facrifice of a ſweet-{melling ſavour. (Eph. v. 2.) So well 
pleaſed is God with Jeſus Chriſt, that with him he eſta- 
bliſhes his covenant, and with all his ſeed, that they ſhall 
never come into condemnation. Hear what himſelf de- 
clares, by the mouth of the holy prophet Iſaiah : “ This 
is as the waters of Noah unto me: for, as I have ſworn 
„that the waters of Noah ſhall no more go over the 
* earth; ſo have I ſworn, that I will not be wroth with 
„ thee, nor rebuke thee, O thou afflicted, toſſed with 
*« tempeſt, and not comforted.” (1a. liv. 9.) — See how 
the frowning clouds now ſmile with the glorious colours 
of the rainbow, the chearful token of God's n 

t 


* 
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It is a bow, but it has no arrow; and the face of it is 
turned away from us, in token of reconciliation. Such is 
the glorious transformation of all your afflictions by Jeſus 
Chriſt; O ye heirs of righteouſneſs. They are clouds 
indeed, dark clouds, but ſo far from drowning, they ſhall 
even fructify your ſoul, and make you revive as the corn. 
What before was an indication of wrath, and a cauſe of 
fear, is now a token of love, and an encouragement of 
faith. A rainbow for ever encompaſles the throne of your 
God, (Rev. iv. 3.) though from it ſhould proceed light- 
enings, and thunders, and voices. Though, like that 
mighty angel in the Revelation, (Chap. x. 1.) he ſhould 
be clothed with a cloud in the diſpenſations of his provi- 
dence, his ſunny face will produce a rainbow round about 
his head. He is ever mindful of his covenant, and you 
need not fear the terrors of his glory. : 


III. The Hiflory of MELCni1ZEDEC. 


Now we ſhall come to the ſhort, but comprehenſive 
hiſtory of Melchizedec ;- the figurative meaning of 
which is not only hinted to us in the ſacred oracles, but 
the Holy Ghoſt condeſcends to enter on a very particular 
explication of it. (Heb. vii.) The narrative related by 
Moſes is ſhortly this. (See Gen. xiv. 179,—24.) The 
patriarch Abram had, with his little army, ſurpriſed and 
defeated the forces of the confederate kings, who had 
plundered Sodom ; ahd, among other priſoners, had car- 
ried away captive his kinſman Lot, who, living in that 
wicked city, was now a very ſingular dogg to his ſinful 
fellow-citizens, being the occaſion of their reſcue from the 
invaders of their country. As he returned from the 
ſlaughter, he was met by the king of Sodom, with ano- 
ther king of a very different character: his name was 
Melchizedec, which, though a very fine one, for it ſigni- 
fies king of righteouſneſs, was not unſuitable to his real 
character, and is a proper admonition to all other kings 
for what they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed. The name of his 
city was Salem: Whether it was that Salem where I- 
; HOVAH 
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Nova afterwards had his tabernacle, or another place cf 
the ſame name, is not preciſely determined. However m 
we arc aſſured, that, upon this occaſion, he brought forth L 
bread and wine, not as a ſacrifice to God, O ye Papiſts i fi 
but to refreſh the patriarch's men, fatigued with toil. Bui th 
the moſt extraordinary circumſtance of all is, that though m 
living in that wicked country, he was prieſt of the Mot in 
High God, and veſted with regal dignity. When all «Wt 
round him were ſunk in ſuperſtition and idolatry, this il. I d 
luitrious Gentile retained the knowledge of the true God. P. 
and thought it no diſparagement of his kingly honour to 
officiate in the ſolemn rites of his holy worſſiip.— The ho. 
pitable monarch was a no leſs religious prieſt. As in theſſ® 
former capacity, he brought forth bread and wine; fo, in 
the latter, he bleſſed the renowned patriarch, and received 
from him tithes of all. Thus far the ſacred hiſtory," 


But from what parents he deſcended, when he was born, Ws 


or when he died, who were his predeceſſors, or who ſuc-· Il 
ceeded him, are queſtions we are not permitted to reſolve. 
And even the filence of ſcripture is expreſſive ! For, he 
was © made like unto the Son of God,” both in whats 
Moſes relates concerning him, and in what he conceals f 
from the curious inquirer. Let us carefully obſerve theſe 
two heads of reſemblance, and we ſhall eaſily underſtand 
how David in ſpirit ſays of the Meſſiah, Thou art a 
e prieſt for ever, after the order of Melchizedec.” (Pſal. . 
cx. 4. EN 
We ſhall firft begin with what Moſes relates of this ex- 
traordinary man. To whom can this name Melchizedec fo 
properly belong, as to the King that reigns in righteouſ- 
neſs ; who, righteous himſelf, has wrought for all his ſub- 
jeQs a juſtifying righteouſneſs by the merit of his blood, 
and works in all his ſubjects a ſanctifying righteouſneſs by 
the power of his Spirit ?—He, he is King of Salem, which 
is, by interpretation, Kzzg of peace. Peace is the diſpo- 
ſition for which he was renowned, who, with his dying 
breath, implored forgiveneſs to, his bloody murderers : 
peace is the grand bleſſing he died to purchaſe, and lives 
to confer. O glorious peace, of which righteouſneſs 1s 
the foundation, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, the a 
e 
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ov ble attendant ! Hail ye ſubje&s of his auſpicious govern- 
„nent, who call the bleſſings of his purchaſe all your own! 
+ Lo, in your princely Saviour, the great Jexovan lays a- 
fide his vindictive wrath, and becomes your loving Fa- 
u cher; the angels no more ſtand aloof, but commence your 
MW miniſters and guardians ; the inferior creatures are turned 
ol into your faithfal friends and allies; the Jews and Gen- 
. ff tiles, forgetting their former enmity, join in the moſt cor- 
il. dial friendſhip ; and conſcience, no more an accuſer, whiſ- 
d. pers peace in the tleſt accents. Though * in the 
ta © world you ſhould have tribulation, yet in him you ſhall 
«have peace.” O Prince of peace, extend the borders 
of thy peaceful kingdom far and wide, and let the wiſhed 
period come, when the nations ſhall learn war no more ! 
O let thy peace rule in our hearts, through theſe tumul- 
ry. tuous ſcenes of life; and bring us at laſt to theſe calm re- 
gions of joy and felicity, where peace extends her dove- 

like wings for ever and ever! He brought forth 
* bread and wine,” to refreſh the hungry and thirſty ſol- 
diers, when returning from the flau — of the kings. 
Such is the refreſhment which the true Melchizedec af- 
fords, and will afford to all that are truly engaged in the 
ſpiritual warfare. He © has prepared of his'goodneſs for 
„the poor.” O“ come unto him, and you ſhall never 
„hunger; believe on him, and you ſhall never thirſt, 
Eat of his bread, and drink of the wine which he has 
«* mingled.” Happy they who ſhall conquer in the holy 
ex. (warfare, for they © ſhall eat of the hidden manna, and the 
Lamb in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them.” 
And he was prieſt of the Moſt High God.” An honour 
not uſually appropriated to thoſe that fit on thrones ; for 
od himſelf was pleaſed to provide againſt the blending of 


by theſe offices in the commonwealth of Iſrael. Witnefgthy 
ich Fate, Uzziah, (2 Chron. xxvi. 18.) who ſnatching at the 
po- Penſer, laſt the ſceptre. And ſhall the triple-crowned 


prieſt. of Rome, who exalts himſelf above all that is call- 
d God, go always unpunithed ? But of Jeſus Chriſt a pro- 

phet teſtifies, < He ſhall fit and rule upon his throne,” 
> is Zech. vi. 13.) as once he was a king upon his croſs, ——- 
ara- And he blefſed Abram.” So Chrift our royal prieſt, 
ble | C was 
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was ſent of God to bleſs the children of Abram, not with 
a verbal, but real benediction, in turning every one of yz 
from our iniquity ; and © men ſhall be bleſſed in him.“ 
“ Conſider,” in the laſt place, how great this man 
« was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
« tenth of the ſpoils 3?” and, as we may ſay, even Lexi, 
who received tithes from the people by the commandment 
of God, was tithed in the loins of his progenitor, A moſt 
convincing proof, that this Melchizedec was both a great. 
er man than Abram, and a greater prieſt than Aaron, 
But we Chriſtians have a great High-prieſt, in whoſe pre. 
ſence Abram muſt not glory, Levi has no pre-eminence, 
To our Melchizedec, * the royal prieſthood, the holy 
„nation, the peculiar people,” do pay, not only tithes, 
but all they have and are, when they preſent their“ bo- 
dies a living ſacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, 
„ which is their reaſonable fervice.” (Rom. x11. 1.) 
But the circumſtances which Moſes conceals, are no leſ; 
worthy of our notice than thoſe he reveals. In vain you 
alk his genealogy, his birth, his death, or the ceremonie 
of his conſecration : for thoſe are buried in darkneſs ; the 
Holy Ghoſt intending to ſignify, that Jeſus Chriſt is real. 
ly and truly what this myſterious king is in the hiflory, 
Without father, — not as he was God, but man.— With. 
out mother, not as he was man, but God. — Without de- 
ſcent, — for having no predeceſſors in office, he needed nct 
prove, that he was ſprung from the prieſtly tribe; which 
was an eſſential qualification in the Levitical prieſthood 
— Having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, 
for being ſet up from everlaſting, he abideth a prieſt con 
tinually : for, though he died, yet even in death he w: 
a prieſt z and now he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
them. What ſhall we ſay more? In the order of Az 
ron were many prieſts, who, like other mortals, reſigning 
their breath by the ſtroke of death, their prieſtly hono 
was laid in the duſt with them. We know from whenct 
they aroſe ; with what carnal ordinances and ceremonte 
they received their inauguration z what ſacrifices they o 
fered; in what holy places they officiated ; who .aflilte 


them in their various fonctions; and who ſucceeded then 


v;he 
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when they either died, or were depoſed from their office. 


| But the prieſt after the order of Melchizedec, being poſ- 


ſeſſed of immortal life, and called of God without exter- 
nal ceremonies to his high office, himſelf was the ſacri- 
fice, himſelf was the altar, himſelf was his tabernacle and 
temple, aſſiſted by none, nor ſucceeded by any.—In Mel- 
chizedec, whom Moſes ſpeaks of as though he had been 
immortal, we have but indeed a faint hore, and not the 
very image of the things themſelves, that are found in Je- 
ſus Chriſt. But let the faintneſs of the reſemblance re- 
mind us of the greatneſs of the myſteries. © For, who 
«* ſhall declare his generation.“ 


..... — — 


IV. The Hiſtory of Is aac. 


EXT we ſhall glance at a very extraordinary piece of 

, hiſtory, of the molt difficult commandment that was 
ever given to any of the human race; yet was it punctu- 
ally obeyed, and the obedience amply rewarded. It 1s 
the ſtory of Abraham's offering up his ſon Iſaac at the 
commandment of the Lord. 
The famous patriarch had endured many trials, and pro- 
ved the ſincerity of his faith by a long courſe of obedi- 
ence, and ſtedfaſt dependence on the divine veracity, 
from the time he was called to leave his native Ur in the 
land of Chaldea. Long did he count him faithful who 
had promiſed, that he ſhould have a ſon, in whom all na- 
tions ſhould be bleſſed, even when the accompliſhment of 
the promiſe ſeemed next to impoſſible. At laſt the ex- 
pected child is born, a ſon of his old age; he flourithes a- 
pace, and is now fluſhed with the radient bloom of youth, 


both lovely and beloved. The joyful father might now 


thiak, that the moſt troubleſome ſcenes of life were hap- 
pily finiſhed, and that it remained for him only to die in 
faith and, peace. But how greatly would he have been 


H miſtaken? The ſoreſt, the tharpeſt trial, yet remained: 


For, it came to paſs, after theſe things, that God did 
* tempt Abraham. And he ſaid, Take now thy ſon, 
* thjue- only ſon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get. thee 


C2 into 


(See Gen. xxii. 1,—19.) 
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into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for 1 
„ burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains which I ſhall 


* tell thee of.” (Gen. xxit. 1, 2.) Shocking precept! i 


myſterious mandate ! Did ever ſuch a meſſage from God 
wound a patent's ear! Had the voice from heaven de- 
nounced, that Iſaac was to die a natural death, and to be 


ſaatched away by a ſudden ſtroke, the tidings had been 


mournful and agonizing. But, how much more, when it 


is declared, that the hand of violence muſt be lift. 


ed up againſt him; that he muft be offered up for 
a burnt- ſaerifice, butchered, mangled, and reduced to 


aſhes !—But the crowning circumſtance that ſets forward i 


the calamity, and renders it worſe than a thouſand 
deaths; the father muft be the prieſt to bind, to kill, 


to cut, to burn his beloved ſon! Abraham, what were 
the thoughts of thy heart, when your ears firſt heard 


ſuch dreadful orders? You were accuſtomed to hear the 
voice of God ſpeaking in more ſoothing accents. Hadſt 


thou not been an extraordinary belie ver, into what a tem- 


peſt had all thy ſoul been toſſed? How might reaſon, na- 
tural affection, and religion, have all conſpired to perſuade 
thy diſobedience ? Offer up thy fon, thine only ſon 1. 
„ ſaac, for a burnt-offermg! Can this be the voice of 
God? Sure it muſt be the voice of ſome wicked ſpirit, 
that would impoſe upon my credulity, and urge a father 
“to imbrue his hands in filial blood. But, ſtay : the re- 
« yelation is 3 It was the very voice of 
« God. I am not permitted fo much as to doubt of this, 
“ Surely then it muſt have ſome other meaning than | 
« firſt thought, Surely the merciful God cannot mean 
e that I ſhould really kill my Iſaac. Take now thy ſon, 
« thine only ſon, and offer him up for a burnt-offering, 
„ Alas! my Iſaac, was it for this I received thee by ſpeci- 
« al promiſe ? Was it for this thy mother brought thee 
forth, when ſhe was paſt her age, and I called thee b) 
« a name exprefhve of joy and laughter? How ill dof 
% thou now anſwer thy name art not a ſon © 
laughter, but of ſorrow. O God, why couldit tho 
% not rather have demanded all my numerous flocks anc 
« kids, to ſmoke in one great burat-offering ? Wh if 
uma 
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« human ſacrifice delighted thee more, why ſhould my 
„ Iſaac, rather than any other, be the victim? O that 1 
« could redeem his life with my own blood! 

« And mutt I too be the prieſt? Muſt he bleed by a 
« father's hand? Ah! what will the world ſay? They 
© will never believe me, when I tell them it was by thy 
« order I did it. What will Sarah ſay? But, chiefly, 
« what will come of thy own promiſe ? How will he be 
« the father of many nations when he is no more? O ye 
« nations ! I thought that in this my Iſaac you would all 
ebe bleſſed : but now farewell for ever all ſuch pleaſing 
© hopes. Iſaac muſt die, and the promiſe fails for ever- 
% more !* 

But ſo ſtrong was the faith of this eminent believer, 
that either ſuch miſgiving thoughts were altogether ſtran- 
gers to his mind, or they were ſoon repelled. He wilely 
conſidered, that what God had commanded, could not be 
wrong; and what he had promiſed, could not be falſe ; 
„Be huſht all unbelieving fears: for he who gave an I- 
e ſaac from the barren womb to fulfil his promiſe, can, if 
* he - pleaſe, for the ſame reaſon, reſtore him from the 
burning altar. Come then, without delay, obey the 
high command, believing that what he has promiſed, he 
is able alſo to perform.” 

No ſooner had the early dawn begun to appear in the 
eaſtern ſky, than the reſolved patriarch ſprings from his 
couch, ſaddles an aſs, takes with him the intended victim 
and ſervants, as much wood as he thought neceſſary, and 
proper utenſils for the future ſacrifice, Three days they 
travelled on this firange journey, and all that ſpace he 
looked on his ſon as dead; but the ſteady purpoſe of his 
ſoul was not ſhaken. On the third day the fatal hills of 
Moriah are deſcried at a diſtance, the ſervants are left be- 
hind, the wood is laid on Iſaac, and Abraham carries the 
fire and the knife. And now, after ſome endearing conver- 
lation, they are arrived at the appointed place. The al- 
tar is built; the wood is laid in order; the plot is, doubt- 
leſs revealed to Iſaac by his ſedate father; and Iſaac, 
though fully able to have made refiſtance, or delivered 
himſelf by flight, is not e ta have attempted the 

s 3 | one 
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one or the other: for the ſame almighty power that 
touched the patriarch's heart, and made him willing to 
give the deadly ſtab, did alſo, beyond all doubt, make I. 

ac no leſs willing chearfully to receive it. He is bound 
like another victim; he is laid upon the altar, and the 
hand now graſps the fatal knife to be lodged in his guilt. 
leſs breaſt ; when lo, a heavenly voice forbids the bloody 
deed, and the patriarch's willing mind is accepted for the 
actual ſacrifice, His fear of God is highly applauded, 
and by his works his faith was proved to be perfect. A. 
* bram, you ſpared not your fon for the ſake of my com. 
„mand, but I ſpare him for the ſake of thy obedience. 
„Receive him again with my bleſſing. He ſhall be the 
« progenitor of the Meſſiah, and all the nations ſhall be 
" bleſſed in him.” A ram, caught by the horns in the 
thicket, ſupplies the room of Iſaac, and the grateful patri- 
arch acknowledges the happy providence, in calling the 
name of the place Jezovar-Jixen. And afterwards it be- 
| came a common proverb, In the mount of the Lord it 
| „ ſhall be ſeen.“ (Gen. xxii. 14.) 

O the inconceivable power of faith, that can render 
the moſt difficult duties ſo eaſy! Nor is there a better 
way for the children of Abraham to inſure their deareſt 
enjoyments, and improve them to the higheſt advantage, 
than by reſigning them, totally reſigning them to the ſo- 
vereign will of God. But ſurely a higher myſtery was 
contained in this extraordinary occurrence. Who can for- 
bear here to think of the adorable myftery of redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt? “ For God fo loved the world, as 
„not to ſpare his own Son, but deliver him unto the 
death for us all.” (Rom. viii. 32.) Methinks the lan- 
guage of this whole tranſaction was as if God had ſaid, 
« Ye children of men, hear you what my faithful ſer- 
„ yant and friend has done upon this mountain, in chear- 
fully ſacrificing his only ſon to teſtify his love to God. 


ing world, hy givin only begotten Son to fall a ſa- 
r erifice for fin if * this rm; Gr the ſword of juſ- 
* tice awake againſt him by his own conſent z and what | 
* has now been done only in a figure, ſhall be really 

EO EM * tranſaQted 
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« By the ſame method I will declare my love to a periſh- a 
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at “ tranſacted at the appointed time. Mean while let 
to “ rams, and other beafts, be ſacrificed as a memorial of 
I. ( this grand burnt - offering; but let no human blood ſmoke 
nd “ on my altars.” | 

he But more particularly to enumerate the important pre- 
lt. Editions of this prophetical hiſtory, It contained, firſt of 
dy all, a lively intimation, that, in the fulneſs of time, a hu- 
the {man ſacrifice ſhould be offered up. Indeed it is but juſt 
and equal the nature that ſinned ſhould ſuffer : for, how 
can the blood of harmleſs beaſts atone for the ſins of 


m- Nuilty men? And this might ſeem to have been confeff. 
ce. Jed by the horrid cuſtom that obtained in the Gentile 
the {Wvrorld, of ſacrificing men to appeaſe the wrath of their 


deities. But the living and true God diſcharged fuch 
direful offerings under the ſevereſt penalties; not only 
or their evident barbarity, but becauſe they encroached 


pon the plan of his infinite wiſdom, and anticipated the 
be- great propitiation, who was to be a human ſacrifice, al- 


hough he was no ordinary perſon, as Iſaac was not an or- 
linary ſon. Like Ifaac he was a Son and Heir, the Son 
of God, and the Heir of all things. —A beloved Son; for 
he was daily his delight, before the mountains were 
brought forth; and oftener than once it was declared, by 
a voice from the excellent glory, This is my beloved 
lo-“ Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” (Matth. xvii. 5.) 
was Y—An only Son; for angels and ſaints, though ftiled th 

for- Mons of God, have no claim to ſuch a fonthip as the filial 
Godhead is poſſeſſed of. Iſaac, thy birth was altogether 


extraordinary, both by the father's and mother's fide, ſur- 


the Ipaſſing the ordinary courſe of nature: but Rill more ama- 
lan- Ning is the generation of our atoning ſacrifice, whoſe Fa- 
aid, ther, as God, was the all-glorious IEnvAu; and whoſe 
ſer- 


nother was a virgin. The event of his birth, like Tſaac's, 
was long foretols, and ardently expected before it hap- 
Pened; but, though long delayed, the Joon was punctu- 
ally fulfilled at the appointed time. His name imported 
oy and gladneſs. In Jeſus, the true Iſaac, our mouths (hall 

be filled with laughter, and our tongue with melody. 
Aſk you the manner of his death? Behold it in this 
ively type, For as Iſaac carxicd the wood, fo W 
| ved 
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loved Son of God carried his croſs. O ye children « 
men, your iniquities were the heavy load the | bore. in hi; 
own body on the tree. "Theſe, like the wood that wa, 
intended to reduce Iſaac to aſhes, rendered him combuſt. 
ble to the fire of divine wrath. TRIER SS: 

It was for no crime that Iſaac: was to, ſuffer death iy 
this tragical manner; yet ſuch was his filial piety, ſuch 
was his reverence of the high Command, that he made no 
attempt to ſave his life, though he was able to; have done 
it, being arrived at his youthful prime. Even fo, the in. 
nocent Redeemer, in whom. was found no cauſe of death, 
no not by his very judge, he abhorred not the ignomini. 
ous croſs ;. he, ſpared to employ all the legions. of angels, 
that were ready at his beck; he never attempted to make 
his eſcape when his time was come, which he had often 
done before. Though he had thoroughly digeſted in hi, 
mind the doleful circumſtances of his crucifixion, he be: 
trayed not the leaſt unwillingneſs to ſubmit to his heaven. 
ly Father's will, even when his human heart ſhrinked at 
the bitter cup. I lay down,“ ſays he, my life: no 
* man taketh it from me. This commandment have | 
received from my Father.“ (John x. 1), 18.) Father, 
„not my will, but thine be done.“ (Luke xxii. 42.) 

It was by his father's. hand alone that Iſaac was toi 
breathe out his ſoul by a mortal wound; and by him 2. 
lone was the funeral pile to be lighted up. For the 
purpoſes, we are informed in the ſacred hiſtory, he carried 
the fire and the knife. It was not the envy of the Jews; 
it was not the covetouſneſs of Judas; it was not the irre. 
ſolution of the cowardly Roman judge, that chiefly con. 
ſigned our Iſaac over to the tormenting croſs: but being 
delivered, by the determinate counſel and foreknowledge 
of God, theſe only. proved. the finful executioners of the 
high decree. Thy burning anger againſt the fins of mei 


O heavenly Father, was the fire that preyed upon his ho 
ly ſoul. Thy: juſtice, inflexibly feyere, was the keen 
flaſhing ſword which, awaked againſt him, and drank his 
vital blood. It pleaſed the Father to, bruiſe him 
thou didſt put him to grief.“ (Iſa. Iiii. 10.) And, tru- 
ly, the ſufferings of our dying Redeemer were ** ol 

chen 
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hem of fuch a nature, as none but God could inflit, even 
s none but God could have endured them. 


Beyond all peradventure, the fcene where theſe things 
ere tranſacted by Abraham, being in the land of Mort- 


\ h, could not be far diftant from the horrid eminence of 
ſuchalvary, or the lovely heights of Zion. It is a circum- 
e no lance by no means unworthy” of our careful attention, 

hat the true propitiation was offered up nearly in the fame 


place where the beloved ſon of Abraham. was to expire 
ath pon the altar. Ye mountains of: Moriah, yaur name 
iin; ray now be Jnnovan- IU far better reaſons than when 
gels he ram was caught by Abraham in the thicket, which 
ke e offered for his Ifaac; for God has now provided him- 
ftenlelf a2 Lamb, and in theſe mountains the Lord was ſeen 


hitting away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 6 

be.! It was not poſſible for a mortal creature to give a 
ren Pigher document of love to Gad, than by ſacrificing, for 
is ſake, a dearly beloved and only fon. The whole hif- 


ory is ſo amazing, that we know not whether we ſhould 
ve Inoſt admire the ſtrange commandment, or the unparal. 
her Neled obedience. Even fo, it was not poſſible for the im- 
Naortal God ta give a nohler demonitration of love to 
$ to nen, than by delivering for their fake his only begotten 
Son to die for their offences: the whole tranſaction, from 
heſ.Wirit to laſt, is of ſuch uncommon nature, and fo forei 

riel every human plan for acceptance with God, that to 
the wiſe Greeks: it was mere foohihneſs, and to the re 
a ſtumbling-block. As Abraham could not without 
faith have acquieſced in the precept, no more can we 
eine without faith acquieſce in the goſpel-plan. He confulted 
edge not with Sarah, when he was called to obey; and when 
thel we are called to believe, we muſt not conſult with vain 
nen philoſophy. Though in the myſtery of redemption there 
ho. is a depth of wiſdom, thy line, O reaſon, is too ſhort to 
deen ſound its bottom, Reaſon, eſpecially in its depraved 
| higſtate, may not unfitly be compared to the patriarch's aſs, 
im {which ſtaid at the foot of the hill, but aſcended not with 
tru.IIſaac to the ſacrifice. It is the province of faith alone to 
y offj={cend this hill of the Lord, and comprehend the love of 
hen God which paſſeth knowledge. 
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Iſaac, it is true, was not ſacrificed ; and there was ng 
need that God ſhould raiſe him from the dead, as the pa. 
triarch perhaps expected. But as he was, in a manner x 
dead man, during all the three days that intervened be. 
twixt the ſentence being paſled againſt him, and the re. 
verſing of it by the heavenly voice, it may be truly faid, 
that “ in a figure he was received from the dead.“ (Heb, 
xi. 19.) Exattly fo, our true Iſaac was received on the 
third day from the dead, not in a figure only. Like 
Iſaac, he felt no harm: but, O death, he was thy 
„ plague; O grave, he was thy deſtruction.” (Ho. xi 
14.) Like Iſaac, he returned to his Father's houſe from 
* he came, and became a father of many nations 
who are begotten again to a lively hope by his reſurrec 
tion from the dead: for thus the prophet Iſaiah fortel;, 
with admirable plainneſs and propriety, © When thou, ( 
„ heavenly Father, ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin, 
„he ſhall ſee his ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days, and the 
„ pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand.” (Iſa. 
lin. 10.) | 1 811 | 

Forbear, ye children of men, anxiouſly to inquire 
„% Wherewith ' ſhall I come before the Lord, and hon 
„ (hall I bow myſelf before the high God? Shall I give 
* my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, and the fruit of my 
© body for the ſin of my foul? For lo, he has given hu: 
„ firſt-born to atone for your tranſgreſſion, and the Son off 
© his love to expiate the fin of your ſouls. by the ſacrific: 
of himſelf. | Thus hath he ſhewed you what is good; 
„and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to da 
„ juſtly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God?” 
(Mic. vi. 6, 7, 8.) | 1 
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| 5 The Hiftory,of Jacos. | > 
HE hiſtory. of Jacob's life is alſo ſtored with very re- 
markable incidents, not unlike. to thoſe which befelff 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or which have befallen the church, 
which is his body, and his other ſelf, in all ages of the 
, Bonn world 
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de fel 
irch, 
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old 
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orld. The truth of this will cafily appear in the fol- 


wing parallel. 


1. The Patriarch Jacos 
vas choſen by God, who 


oved him before he was 


Porn, to be the progenitor 


f the Jewiſh nation, who 
Iſo were choſen in him ra- 
her than the poſterity of 
ſau, called in the ſtile of 


Whe prophet “ the border of 


wickedneſs, and the peo- 
ple againſt whom the 
Lord hath indignation 
for ever.“ 

2. From this patriarch 
he Jews, the peculiar peo- 
le of God, are named Is- 
AELITES. 

3. From hm ſprung the 
welve patriarchs, 
vere the fathers of that 
"oly nation according to 
he fleſh, 

4. Many and great were 


ne hardſhips which this pa- 


ciarch conflicted with, du- 
ing the courſe of his pil- 
'rimage ; for it appears that 
e was al: e moſt aftlited of 
1 his race, both on ac- 
ount of the treatment he 
net with from Eſau, from 


Laban, and from God him- 


elf, 

g. Very rs he began 
o ſtruggle with his rough 
rother Eſau, who carried 
is * to ſuch a high 

pitch, 


who. 


I, The Loxp Ixsus 
Cuzisr, being from all e- 
verlaſting the peculiar ob- 
ject of the Father's love, 
was choſen by him before 
the mountains were brought 
forth, to be the Father of 
the nations of them who 
are ſaved; who are alſo 
choſen in him that they 
ſhould be holy, and diſtin- 
guiſhed from the world that 
lies in wickedneſs. 

2. From Jeſus Chriſt, 
the choſen generation are 
named CBRISTIANS. 


3. And the twelves apoſ- 
tles of the Lamb, are the 
fathers of the holy nation 
according to the ſpirit. 


4. Behold and ſee, was 
ever any ſorrow like unto 
his ? for his whole life was 
a continual war with wo, 


He was afflicted by the 


world, haraſſed by the de- 


vil, and perſecuted even by 
God A 


„ Kery, very _ he 
felt the effects of the 
world's undeſerved malice. 
And his rough brethien the 

Jews 


( 
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pitch, as to reſolve to mur- 
der him, for no other fault 
than excluding him from 
the privilege of birthright, 
which himſelf had juſtly 
forfeited, by ſelling it for 
a morſe] of meat; and 
therefore when he would 
afterwards have inherited 
the bleſſing, he could not 
by all his tears induce his 
father to beſtow it upon 
him, 


6. In vain ſhall you 
think, O profane Eſau, to 
thwart the unalterable de- 
cree; for the elder ſhall 
ſerve the younger, and the 
poſterity of Jacob ſhall 
put garriſons in thy ſtrong 
Holds. | 


7. With his ſtaff he paſl. | 


ed over Jordan, an exile 
from his father's houſe ; he 
ſerved for a wife, and re- 
turned again with much 
ſubſtance, having multipli- 


ed into two bands. 
141485 a a 
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- ſhall 


BOOK 
Jews were ſo highly incenſ 
ed againſt him, as to en 
brue their hands in hi 
blood. And ' whereforf 
did ye thus hate him, O y 
malicious Jews? It was bei 
cauſe you gloried in you 
birthright, and could noi 
endure that the Kingdon 
of God ſhould, according 
to his doctrine, be take 
from you, and 'transferre' 
to the deſpiſed Gentile 
though you had juſtly foi 
feited all title to fack a gle 
rious prerogative, by you 
great contempt of ſpirit 
and heavenly bleſſings. 
6. But be of goad cheer 
ye children of Jeſus Chri 
your Lord and Maſter h: 
overcome the world. An 
the time ſhall come, whe 
the ſaints of the Moſt Hig 
take the kingdom 
and it ſhall be ſaid, Wh 


is this that cometh from 


dom, with dyed garment 
from Bozrah ? 

7. With the ſtaff of hi 
croſs he paſſed over tht 
Jordan of death; and wa 
dering in exile from hea 
ven, his Father's houl 
he took 'on him 'the forn 
of a ſervant (ſuch was hi 
love to the church); an 
afterwards he was followe 
by the two bands of Jew 
and Gentiles. 1 
WS 8. Tl 
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ent 8. He ſpoiled Laban of 8. The devil, ſuſpe&ing 
en his ſubſtance and idols. that this was the firong 
WW But when he followed after man who was to ſpoil his 
fon him, to rummage Jacob's goods, and utterly aboliſh 
) viWtents, he found nothing the idols, he fiercely af- 
s be chat belonged to him. And faulted bim; but when the 


when he departed from Ja- prince of this world came 
cob, the angels of God met unto him in the day of his 
him, and he called the temptation, he found no- 
place Mahanaim. But thing in him; and when he 
the conflict which Jacob left our Saviour, the an- 
had with God was by far gels came and miniſtered 
the moſt myſterious afflic- unto him. But the 
tion, Never was the pa- conflit which our Lord 
triarch in greater diſtreſs. had with the wrath of God, 
vou Retired from his family, was the greateſt of all his 
and all alone, expecting his afflictions. It was the live- 
rother Eſau to come upon ly feeling of almighty an- 
him with four hundred ger that made him ſweat 
armed men, he pours out blood: when retired from 
his prayer to God; and his diſciples, and expeQting 
An there wreſtled a man 'with the multitude to come up- 
wheehim till the breaking of the on him with ſwords and 
day, to whom he wept, and ſtaves, he offered up pray- 
dom made ſupplication. But at ers and ſupplications with 
W laſt he is victorious; his ſtrong cries and tears, to 


m Hife is preſerved; and he him that was able to ſave 
mentFYobtains the bleſſing. him from death. But at laſt 

he prevails to obtain the 
of hi bleſſing, having endured the 
r th wrath of God. 


And as Jacob was obliged to go down to Egypt in his 
od age, to preſerve his life from a cruel famine ; ſo Chriſt 
Wclus fled into Egypt when he was a child, to preſerve 
is life from a bloody tyrant. Afterwards was the ſay- 
Ing of the prophet fulfilled, © Out of Egypt have I call - 
'ed my Son.” (Mat. ii. 15.) And, laſtly, As Jacob 
| Jewicft the world bleſſing his ſons ; ſo Chriſt left the world 
Fi: fling his apoſtles. | | 
. Tl D But 
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But he was alſo a type of the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
and indeed of every fſaint,—whether you view him az 
choſen in the womb, —ftriving at his birth, —buying the 
birth- right. —meeting the angels of God, —wreſtling with 
the Angel of the covenant, —or buried in Canaan after a 
troubleſome life. Behold in all theſe an emblem of eve. 
ry one who is an Iſraelite indeed. 

His election in the womb ſignifies how all the ſeed of 
Jacob are choſen to ſalvation. Was not Eſau Jacob's 
„brother,“ (Mal. i. 2.) his elder brother, and indeed a 
ſtronger child? for his hairy ſkin portended the vigour 
of his conſtitution, Yet was he not choſen to inherit the 
patriarchal bleſſing. The happy perſons whom he chuſes 
to inherit the bleſſings of eternity, are ſo far from being 
better than other their fellow-creatures, that, for the moſt 
part, they are greatly inferior, both in the endowments iſ 
of the mind, and outward worldly diſtinctions. Even 
* fo, Father, for ſo it ſeemeth good in thy fight!” (Mat. 
xi. 26.) N | 

His ſtruggling at his birth, when he took hold of his 
brother's heel, might be intended to fignify, that every 
true Iſraelite muſt ſtrive, before he come to the poſſeſſion i 
of thoſe bleſſings that are deſigned for him in the purpoſe 
of God. Electing love indeed prevents, but not excludes, 
our fighting the good fight of faith, and. laying hold upon] 
eternal life. Miſerably ſhall they be diſappointed, who 
dream of ſeizing the kingdom of heaven without violence. 
When the huſbandman can reaſonably hope, that indo- 
leace will fill his barns with plenty; when the ſoldier can 
think that victory will preſent him with her palms, with- 
out ſtriking a blow; then may the yawning Chriſtian, 
whom it grieves to work out his own ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, expect to reap fruit unto life eternal, and 
tread upon the high-places of his ſpiritual foes. 

His buying the birth-right for pottage, ludicrous as it 
ſeems, perhaps may denote the high efteem which all the 
true ſeed of Jacob have of ſpiritual bleſſings. O wretch- 
ed exchange! to barter for the ſatisfaction of a moment, 
what was more valuable than an hundred lives | Profane 
Eſua, was it nothing valuable to inherit the bleſſing ot 

Abraham, 
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Abraham, to be the progenitor of the Meſſiah, and to en- 


tail on thy poſterity the true knowledge of God ? All this 
vas undervalued, when the birth-right was deſpiſed. — Ye 
Eſaus of the world, take to yourſelves your preſent ſenſu- 


al gratifications, and eſteem nothing good but preſent ſa- 
tisfactions, fill your bellies with the hidden treaſure of 
God, and for the ſhort-lived pleaſures of fin, renounce 
your part in heavenly felicities, and bury, without one 


| figh, each glorious hope. But let the houſe of Iſrael la- 


bour for the meat that endures to everlaſting life; let 
them implore the chearful light of God's countenance 


let them enjoy the viſion of his face in righteouſneſs ; and 


when inſpired with theſe bliſsful expectations, all ſublu- 
nary joys ſhall, in compariſon, be no more regarded, than 
was thy pottage, Jacob, in compariſon of the birthright. 


His receiving the bleſſing from his father in the gar- 


ments of Eſau, which his mother arrayed him with, may 
be viewed as a faint ſhadow of our receiving the bleſſing 
from God in the garments of Jeſus Chriſt, which all 
the children of the promiſe do wear. When found in 
Chriſt, and clothed with the perfumed robes of righteouſ- 
neſs imputed, the ents of our elder brother, our gra- 
cious God and Father will forget our finful imperfections, 
and beholding no iniquity. in Jacob, nor perverſeneſs in 
Iſrael, will bleſs us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 
Jeſus. It was not the feigned veniſon, but the borrowed 
garments, that procured the bleſſing. Even ſo we are 
not blefled by God for our good — 4 however pleaſing 
unto him, but for the righteouſneſs of our Redeemer : 
for, ſhould we preſume to appear in the preſence of Ixno- 
van, without this moſt neceſſary precaution, of putting on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our performances, however ſpeci- 
ous, could meet with no acceptance, but the evil which 
Jacob greatly feared would come upon us; we would pro- 
cure to ourſelves a curſe, and not a bleſſing. 

His meeting the angels, after his interview with La- 
han, when he called the name of the place Mabanaim, 
was not only deſigned to animate his courage amidſt the 
dangers that ſurrounded him in that journey; but alſo to 
hint unto us what is the diſtinguiſhed privilege of all the 
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children of Jacob in their militant ſtate : for, © the angel 
* of the Lord encamps round about them that fear him.“ 
(Pal. xxxiv. 7.) The deſpiſer of his birthright, whoſc 
reſentment Jacob dreaded, comes indeed eſcorted by four 
hundred men. But what were theſe to Jacob's inviſible 

ard ? This honour have all his ſaints, who come to the 
innumerable company of angels, the miniftrant ſpirits of 
the heirs of ſalvation, and the bright guardians of the juſt, 

His wreſtling with the Angel, who doubtleſs was the i 
Captain of the hoft that appeared to him in the ltkeneſ 
of a man, (a prelude of his future incarnation,) over 
whom he obtained the victory, and from whom he receiy. 
ed the bleſſmg, when he wept, and made ſupplication,— 
may be conſidered as a figure of that great fight of afflic. 
tion which the beloved of the Lord may lay their account 
with in the night of this world. Even the Lord himſeli i 
may ſeem to ftand againſt them with his right hand as ani 
adverſary. But as the mighty wreſtler with Jacob aſſu- 
med no greater ſtrength than might be overcome; ſo God 
that is faithful, will proportion the trials of his people toi 
the ſtrength he has given them. And by their ſtrength 
(which yet is not their own) they ſhall prevail; for he 
that is in appearance againſt, is really for them, and ſtrong- 
er for them than againſt them. If he caſts down, it is but 
with his left, but he upholds them with his right hand. 
Myſterious, but comforting truth! hard to exprefs, but 
{weet to know. Never was Jacob more happy, than I 
when he ſeemed moſt miſerable ; nor more ſtrong, than 
when he ſeemed moſt weak ; for at once he was lamed 
and bleffed, conquered and victorious. A lively emblem 
this of what uſually befals the remnant of Jacob ! for, 
„happy is the man whom God corre@eth.” The love 
of the Lord towards the children of Iſrael is written in 
the moft rigorous diſpenſations : when they are weak, 
then are they ſtrong; and what he takes away from 
them in one way, he reſtores to advantage in another. O 
happy they, who think it no ſolitude to be alone with 
God! Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O duty of 
prayer ! He who can prevail with God, needs not fear 
that man fhould prevail againſt him, 


His 
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His burial in Canaan, the land of promiſe, after a life 


| of ſingular affli ion, may repreſent the diſtinguiſhed lot of 
all the faithful, choſen, and called, who, after a ſhort courſe 


of pilgrimage, haraſſed with anxious cares and ſorrows, do 
reſt in the promiſed land of the heavenly Canaan. 
truly, the beloved Jacob had ſhared no happineſs, to be 


| compared with hated Eſau's, if in this life only he had hope. 


Who would not rather judge, that Eſau was beloved of 


| God, and Jacob hated, if love or hatred could certainly 
be known by that which happens under the ſun? And 


were the Chriſtian to bound his views by the grave, 
ſhould -his hopes terminate in death ; ah ! then, he were 
the moſt wretched of his race, and at his beſt eſtate he 
were altogether vanity. 

O eternal joys above! O glorious rewards! reſerved in 
heaven for thoſe who ſeek for glory, honour, and bliſsful 
immortality, by patient continuance in well-doing ; with- 
out you, even pure and undefiled religion could ſcarce 
compenſate the afflictions of this preſent life, to which we 
are expoſed as men and Chriſtians. But theſe aſſert the 
glorious prerogative of religion, and the ſuperior happi- 


neſs of ſaints. Though the days of their pilgrimage, 


like Jacob's, be few and evil; yet ſtill they are a people 


ſaved by the Lord, who has bleſſed them, and they ſhall 


be. bleſſed. 
— —  — — — 
VI. The Hyftory of JosErn.. 


"PHE hiſtory of Joſeph's life is doubtleſs one of the 
* moſt entertaining and eventful which all antiquity 
can boaſt of. Upon it are inſcribed, in moſt lively cha- 


racters, at once the terrible effects of malice and envy, 


and the watchful care of Providence over the cauſe of in- 
jured virtue and innocence. But the moſt remarkable 


thing that claims our attention here, is the ſurpriſing like- - 
neſs betwixt. the whole narrative and the hiſtory of Jeſus 


Chriſt, of whom it may truly be ſaid, The archers have 
* ſorely grieved him, but his bow abode in its ſtrength, 
“and the arms of his hands were made ſtrong by the 
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66 _— of the mighty God of Jacob.“ (Gen. xlix. 2; i 
24. | 
He was the beloved ſon of his father Jacob : and truly 
he ſeems to have been worthy of ſuch paternal favour; 
for, deteſting the wickedneſs of his brethren, he report 
ed their faults. This, with his prophetic dreams which 
he told them of, ſo ſtung them with envy and reſentment, 
that they could not ſpeak peaceably to him, nor look 2 
him but with diſguſt and averſion, Their cauſeleſs an- 
ger is turned into obdurate hatred of their brother, and 
oon they find an opportunity of wreaking their bloody 
rage, He is ſent by his father to inquire of their wel. 
fare, when feeding their flocks in the wilderneſs; and 
dreading no harm, as he was innocent, and ſtranger to 
offence, he carefully inquires after them, till at laſt he 
finds them out. But ah! © he looked for brethren, and 
** behold murderers! Wrath is cruel, and anger is outra-iſ 
* geous, but who can ſtand before baleful envy? (Prov. 
xxvii. 4.) Tranſported with this blind fury, they forget 
at once that they were brethren, children, and men; and 
take horrid counſel againſt the darling youth, to embrueW 
their hands in his guiltleſs blood. One more merciful 
than the reſt moves, that they caſt him into a pit, rather 
than murder him outright : for he intended, by this arti- 
fice, at once to — their fury and to elude it, by find- 
ing means to reſtore him again to his father. The mo- 
tion takes. They ftrip him of his garment with many co- 
lours ; and, regardleſs of the anguiſh of his ſoul, they let 
him dowa into the pit; but themſelves, O cruel monſters: 
* ſat down to eat and drink, for they were not grieved 
for the affliction of Joſeph,” (Gen. xxxvii. 25. Amos 
vi. 6.) Here they deſigned to leave him to periſh miſera- 
bly in mournful ſolitude ; but Providence reſerved him to 
better things: for, lifting up their eyes, they ſee approach- 
ing a company of merckants, who were of Iſhmael's race, 
and carried balm and myrrh frem mount Gilead into E- 
gypt: and Egypt's future lord is ſold unto the merchants 
for twenty pieces of ſilver, by his ſavage brethren, who 
dipt his garment in blood, to ſhew it to their father, and 
cloak their matchleſs villany, by pretending that. — 
W 
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wild beaſt had devoured him. Such were once the men, 

O ye Jews, in whom ye glory as your progenitors! The 
innocent ſufferer is fold a ſecond time to Potiphar in E- 
| gypt, in whoſe ſervice he acquitted himſelf ſo well, as to 


gain the good 


graces of his maſter, who repoſed in him 


the moſt entire confidence, and intruſted him with the ſole 


management of his affairs. But ſoon, alas! the tempta- 
tions of his miſtreſs are likely to prove no leſs dangerous 
than the malice of his brethren. He preſerved indeed his 
chaſtity by the fear of the Lord; but incurring the unde- 


| ſerved ſuſpicion of a baſe crime, he is committed to the 


dungeon by his too partial maſter, as before he had been 
caſt into the pit by his cruel brethren, But, the king 
„ ſent and looſed him, and the ruler of the people ſet him 
« free.” (Pal. cy. 20.) For as he expoſed himſelf to 
all his troubleſome adventures by telling his own dreams; 
ſo, by interpreting the dreams of others, he laid the foun- 
dation of his ſubſequent grandeur. On ſudden his priſon 
is turned into a palace, his irons a chain of gold. Poti- 
phar's ſervant is become Potiphar's lord. He © whoſe feet 
„were hurt with fetters, now binds the princes at plea- 
„ ſure, and teaches the ſenators wiſdom.” (Ver. 18, 22.) 
And as he moves along the crowded itreets, a herald pro- 
claims before him, Bow the knee.” (Gen. xli. 43.) 
And now he feeds from his hoarded granaries the ſtarving 
nations; for he wiſely provided againſt the approach of 
the famine he foretold. The ſubjects of Pharaoh acknow- 
ledge him the ſaviour of their lives. His unkind brethren, 
impelled by hunger, and hard neceflity, come alſo among 
the ſupplicants, to fulfil his dreams, which they once vain- 
ly imagined they had rendered for ever abortive. He re- 
membered the traces of their countenances ; and, by va- 
rious harſh methods, he explores the ſincerity of their re- 
pentance, and acquaints himſelf with the circumſtances of 
their family. At laſt his bowels yearning towards them, 
and piteous of their miſery, as being ſufficiently chaſtiſed, 
he makes himſelf known to them ; buries in oblivion their 


paſt miſdemeanours; and tranſports them to dwell with 


him, where he nouriſhes them like a father in the midſt 
of a terrible and extenſive famine, - And thus what _ 
intende 
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intended by the wickedneſs of men as the means of extir. 
pating the name of Joſeph out of the earth, was over-ruled, 
by the wiſdom of God, for bringing about his glorious ex. 
altation, for ſaving the lives of much people, and even 
the lives of thoſe who ſought his death. 

Which things are an allegory. For Jeſus Chriſt is the 
true Joſeph, ou view him as a beloved Son; an afﬀfec. 
tionate brother; a truſty ſervant ; an illuminated prophet; i 
a reſiſter of temptations ; a forgiver of injuries; but chief. 
ly if you conſider him as an innocent ſufferer ; an exalted 
Prince; and an univerial. Saviour, 

Like Joſeph; he was a beloved Son, whom God the 
Father has bleſſed above all his brethren. Jacob made 
for Joſeph a garment of divers colours; and God prepa- 
red for Chriſt a body curiouſly wrought in the lower parts: 
of the earth.— Like Joſeph, he is an affectionate brother, 
He came to ſeek his brethren in the wilderneſs of this 
world, though they received him not. He knows them 
when they know: not him; and his bowels yearn towards 
them, even when. he ſeems ſevere, He may deal rough- 
ly with them at firſt, but he will have mercy upon them 


at the laſt, He liberally ſupplies their wants without 


money and without price; and at laſt will bring them to 
dwell with him in the heavenly Canaan, where they ſhall 


behold his glory, and be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 


neſs of his houſe.— Like Joſeph, he was a truſty ſervant, 


acquitting himſelf dexterouſly in every part of the work 
that was given him to do: even as the prophet alſo fore- 


tels, Behold my ſervant ſhall deal. prudently, he ſhall 
* be exalted, he ſhall be extolled, and be very high.” 
(Ifa. li. 13.)—Like Joſeph, he is a moſt illuminated pro- 


phet, in whom the Spirit of God is,—none ſo diſcreet 


and wiſe as he,—the true. Zaphnathpaneah, or revealer of 


ſecrets, who is worthy to take the ſealed book of God's 


decrees, and open its ſeven ſeals.— Like Joſeph he was a 
reſiſter of temptations ; for he was ſolicited in vain to ſpi- 
ritual adultery by the great enemy of ſalvation, when he 
ſaid unto him, All theſe will I give thee, if thou wilt 
fall down and worſhip me.“ (Mat. iv. 9.) Though this 
harlot world hath caſt down, wounded, and ſlain, my 
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rong men, our Joſeph overcame her: his keart declined 
dt to her ways: he went not aſtray in her paths, though 
the encounter he was ſtript of his mortal life, which he 
illingly N N Joſeph, he was and is a forgiver 
injuries : for, as on the croſs he implored forgiveneſs 
his murderers with his expiring breath; ſo on the 
jrone he gave repentance unto Iſrael, and remiſſion of 
„ many of them whoſe hand had been very deep in 
at bloody tragedy of his crucifixion, being brought to a 
cere profeſſion, that, © Verily, they were guilty con- 
cerning their brother,” (Gen, xlii. 21.) and the blood 
hich they impiouſly ſhed, ſpoke better things than that 
Abel. | 
But chiefly let us view him as an innocent ſufferer, 
hoſe ſufferings iſſued in glory to himſelf, and univerſal 
od to men. Joſeph 1s mortally hated of his brethren, 
d the butt of their envy, becauſe he expoſed their 
icked courſes, and foretold his own advancement. For 
eſe ſame reaſons was Jeſus Chrift hated by the Jews; 
d Pilate knew that for envy they delivered him. Jo- 
ph was derided of his brethren as an idle fantaſtic 
reamer; and Jeſus Chriſt was eſteemed a doting enthu- 
aſt, a madman, and one beſide himſelf. Joſeph his bre- 
ren conſpired againſt him to take away his life; and of 
eſus Chrift it is propheſied, Why do the Heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing, to plot a- 
gainſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed ?” (Pal. ii. 
2.) Joſeph's brethren ſtript him of his garments which 
is father made for him; and of Jeſus Chriſt it is ſaid, 
They parted my garments among them, and caſt lots 
for my veſture.” (Pſal. xxii. 18.) Joſeph was caſt into 
pit, but he remained not long there; Jeſus Chriſt was 
aid in the grave, but he ſaw no corruption. Joſeph 
7as ſold for a ſervant by the advice of the patriarch Ju 
lah 3 and Jeſus Chriſt was, by the apoſtle Judas, fold 
or thirty pieces of ſilver, the price of a flave : A good- 
price he was prized at by them! Joſeph was unjuſtly 
ccuſed in Egypt, and caſt into a dungeon with two no- 
ed criminals, Pharaoh's butler and baker; Jeſus Chriſt 
mas unjuſtly condemned in Canaan, and crucified between 
| two 


* a4 ” * —_—_— — B 
" ——_ -- — — — - — 
1 - m 
9 — — 1 K 


46 ' TYPICAL PERSONS» BOOK! 


two thieves. Joſeph adjudged the one criminal to deat 
and the other to life, from the ſame omens ; Jeſus Chr 
adjudged one of the thieves to everlaſting life, while th 
other was allowed to periſh after the ſame deſerts. |, 
ſeph intreated the perſon whom he delivered, to remen 
ber him when he came to his glory; but the perſon whan 
Jeſus Chriſt delivered prayed him, O Lord, remembe 
* me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom.” (Luke xi 
42.) Joſeph indeed could but foretel his companions & 
liverance ; but Chriſt Jeſus effected by his own po 
what he foretold, © To-day ſhalt thou be with me in 
„ radiſe.” (Verſe 43.) 

Such were the patriarch's unparalleled afflictions; bu 
as he ſoon emerged from theſe deep plunges of adverſity 
becoming of a forlorn priſoner a prime miniſter of ſtate 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt was taken from priſon and from judgment, 
and “ receives from God the Father honour and ploy 
and a name above every name; that at the name 
«+ Jeſas every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, thing 
in earth, and things under the earth; and every tongu 
„ confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of G0 
* the Father.” (Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11.) Behold, ye miſtake 
Jews, how vain were all your machinations to fruſtrate | 
predictions, Even you yourſelves became ſubſervient u 
fulfil the grand deſign, when you killed the Prince of lilz, 
who was, by ſuffering death, to enter into his glory 
Here the patriarch's ſpeech to his penitent brethren my 
fitly be applied, As for you, ye thought evil again 
me, but God meant it unto good, to bring to paſs as 
* this day, to ſave much people alive.“ (Gen. 1. 20.) 
For, as the ſufferings and glory of Joſeph iſſued in the 
common ſalvation of the lives of Pharaoh's ſubjects, and 
the family of Jacob, who was a Syrian ready to periſh; 
even ſo thy ſufferings, and thy glory, O thou once hun 
| bled, but now exalted Redeemer, were ordained. for the 
ſalvation of the world, both Jews and Gentiles, from: 
far more dreadful deſtruction than a famine of bread or 
water! Go unto this Joſeph for the ſupply of your ow 
merous wants, ye that are ready to periſh, His fulne\ 

ſhall never be exhauſted, be their number ever ſo gred 
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o receive out of it. O that his glory might be the joy 
ur heart, and the | mp theme of every tongue ! With 
ght 


1 


at chearfulneſs ought we to forſake the ſtuff of all ter- 
rial things, when Joſeph is alive, that we may be with 
„where he is, and enjoy theſe bleſſings that are “ on 
he head of Jeſus Chriſt, and on the crown of the 
head of him that was ſeparated from his brethren !?? 


; . —— 

0 | 

— VII. The Hzſfory of Mos Es. 

: HOUGH Chriſt and Moſes may ſeem indeed, in one 
erh view, to be as unlike one another, as the goſpel and 
tate e law; as the miniſtration of righteouſneſs and the mi- 


ration of condemnation ; we may, however, obſerve 
the character and hiſtory of this extraordinary man, a 
eat reſemblance to that of Jeſus Chriſt ; whether we 
nſiider him as a deliverer, a mediator, a lawgiver, or a 
ophet. 

FixsT, Let us view Moſes as a deliverer of his nation 
om the bondage of Egypt. To this end he was born 
d when his life was fought by a bloody tyrant, who 
urdered his fellow-infants, he was miraculouſly preſerv- 
{ by his reputed mother, who gave him a royal educa- 
on. But when he was come to years, and capable of 
doing for himſelf, he deſpiſed the pleaſures of a court, 
d choſe rather to claim kindred with oppreſſed ſlaves, 
ecauſe they were the people of God, than with the 
aughter of Pharaoh, by whole right perhaps he might 
ave inherited the crown of Egypt. At laſt, * 
ery brethren thruſt him away, ſaying, Who made thee 
a ruler and a judge ?” (Acts vii. 35.) he accompliſhes 
heir reſcue from the land of Nile, ſpoiling the Egyp- 


om nd drowning, in the Red-ſea, the flower of their army 
ad ond all this by means of the blood of a lamb, which he 
r nued, and by his wonder-working rod. Even ſo, the 
Ine irth of the Deliverer, who came to Zion to reſcue from 
zreufde oppreſſion of far worſe enemies than the Egyptians or 
whe Romans, was fignalized with the cruel butchering of 


the 


ans of their gold and filver, deſtroying their firſt-born, 
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the infants in Bethlehem by Herod's miniſters of blood. 


But the perſecuted Babe finds a ſafe retreat in Egypt 
whither he was conveyed by the guardian care of his ſup. 
poſed father. And when he was come to years, he dil. 
dained an earthly crown, when the Jews would have tz. 
ken him by force, and made him a king; as before he 
had in a ſort left for a time the court of heaven, the bo. 
ſom of his Father, and the ſongs of hymning cherubims, to 
endure, in theſe regions of mortality, affliction for the 
people of God; for, as Moſes had a reſpect to the re. 
compence of reward; ſo © he, for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame," 
(Heb. x1. 2.) And though © his brethren underſtood not 
at firſt, that God by his hand would deliver them,“ 
(Acts vu. 25.) and refuſed him as an impoſtor ; at laſt he 
accompliſhes their redemption from the cruel bondage of 
the devil, whoſe power he deſtroyed, by ſhedding his own 
blood, and by ſending the rod of his ſtrength out of Zion, 
By theſe deſpiſed means does the Captain of ſalvation 
bring many ſons to glory through raging ſeas of affliftion, 
through waſte and howling wilderneſſes of various temp- 
tations, till they arrive in that happy country which God 
has eſpied for them, which is the glory of all lands. 
As by a prophet the Lord brought Iſrael out of Egypt; 
it is further to be obſerved, that he acted the part of a 
mediator between God and Iſrael, both when they fought 
with Amalek, when they received the law, and when 
they made the calf in Horeb : in all which inſtances he 
may be viewed as a hvely type of the one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. When the 
militant church is fighting in the valley of this world (as 
an Amalek ſhall never be wanting from generation to 
generation), their victory depends not ſo much on their 
own proweſs and martial ſkill, as on the lifting up the 
hands of our great Interceſſor, who, like Moſes, appear 
in the preſence of God upon a high mountain and eminent, 
even far above all heavens. Behold, all ye who are fight- 
ing the good fight of faith, how your great Mediator's 
hands are lifted up towards the throne of God. The 
hands of Moſes could not long endure to be ſtretched w_ 
the) 


* ung — TYP La — #3. * - * 


$ 
e 
; 
J 


A 
3 
f 


THE HISTORY OF MOS Es- 49 


they were heavy and weak, and behoved to be ſtrength. 
ened and ſupported. But Jeſus Chriſt he fainteth not, nei- 
ther is weary, though his hands be ſtretched out till : 
therefore ſhall ye prevail who fight under his banner, and 


| have reaſon to ſay, Thanks be unto God, who oo us 


the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ (1 Cor. xv. 

7.)—And as the law was ordained by * in the 
band of Moſes as a mediator ; (for they to whom it_ was 
publiſhed were afraid, by reaſon of the fire, and dreadful 
ſound which they heard, and went not up to the mount ;) ſo 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ſtands betwixt the terrible majeſty 
of an angry God, and feeble guilty man, unable to ap- 


pear in the preſence of his =_ like Moſes, he engaged 


his heart to approach unto But Moſes only report- 
ed the law to the people, he fulfilled the law. Moſes 

uaked, and Chriſt was fore amazed, inſomuch that he 
weated blood from all the pores of his body. — Be not a- 
fraid, ye redeemed of the Lord, © ye believe in God, be- 
« lieve alſo in him.” Though our God be a conſuming 
fire, the all- gracious Mediator hath quenehed the flames, 
and huſht the ftorm of wrath by his ſeaſonable interpoſi- 
tion, and the fiery lawis now turned into a direQiing light. 
And, laſtly, he ated the part of a mediator, when they 
made the calf in Horeb. When the anger of the Lord 
was juſtly incenfed againſt them for that enormous crime, 
Moſes ſaid unto the people, I will go unto the Lord, 
« peradventure T ſhall make an atonement for your fin. 
« And Moſes returned unto the, Lord, and ſaid, This 
people have ſinned a grievous fin. But now, if thou 
« wilt forgive their fin : if not, blot me out of the book 
„which thou haſt written.“ (Exod. xxxii. 30,32.) 
Perhaps he intended to ſeek, that the almighty vengeance 
might rather fall on his own head, than that the whole 
nation ſhould periſh, tho' he was not certain whether the 
offered propitiation would be accepted. But Jeſus Chriſt 
has not only offered himſelf to die for the guilty race, 
but has actually made the atonement which Moſes propoſ- 


ed to make, and is ſet forth for a propitiation through 


faith in his blood. 
Nxxr, Let us view him - a lawgiver, as the _ 
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of Iſrael ſung, ** Moſes commanded us a law, the inhe. de 
* ritance of the congregation of Jacob: and he was king he 
© in Jeſhurun.” (Deut. xxxiii. 4, 5.) But we, Chris 
tians, may ſay, in the language of the prophet, © The W & 
Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our King, the Lord i; be 
© our Lawpiver : Je will ſave us.” (Iſa. xxxiii. 22.) AWth 
law is now gone forth of Zion; but, Moſes, not like ¶ ou 
thine, conſiſting of carnal. ordinances,—a law, not of WM ta 
works, but faith,—a law for which the iſles of the Gen. bi; 
tiles ſhall wait, —a law, which is not ſo much obeyed by MW da 
doing, as by believing, —and which never will ſtand u De 
need of reformation or repeal. ne] 
Bur, laſtly, Let us view him in his prophetic charac. *« ' 


ter, of whom it is teſtified, © There aroſe no prophet 1 
„ fince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, to whom the Lord ſpoke 1 
face to face.” (Deut. xxxiv. 10.) Yet Moſes trulyMprc 
ſaid unto the fathers, A prophet ſhall the Lord you the 
© God raiſe up unto you of your brethren, like unto me;Wita 
„ and him ſhall you hear in all things.” (Deut. xv Te 
I5.) Though we had not the expreſs authority of aM* 
apoſtle, for the application of this prediction to the g 
poſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, we can ſcarcelyMW* h 
be at a loſs to ſee how it can agree to none other. HeWcon 
he is that prophet that ſhould come unto the world “ h 
whom Moſes wrote, and who is like unto him, if yo 
confider—The ſtock from whence he ſprung ; for he v al 
raiſed from among his brethren, not aſſuming the natuſ o 
of angels, but the nature of man, and of the ſeed of AFWnet 


braham.— The meekneſs of his temper, which excelletrad 


the meekneſs of Moſes, as far as the meekneſs of Moſi Jam 
excelled the meekneſs of other men. The Hebrew lawWqua: 

iver, meek as he was, cannot be altogether freed fronÞwon 

llies of impatience ; but the meek and lowly Jeſus, witile | 
calls us to learn of him, was never indecently tranſporte ve 
with rage, nor uttered one word unadviſedly with his lipites 
though upon the moſt provoking occaſion, —- The luſias tl 


of his face. For not to mention his transfiguration on ti 
mount, when his face did ſhine as the fant bo is in his 
vine perſon the brightneſs of his Father's glory, whicl 
like Moſes, he covered with the vail of his fleſh, 2 

| deſcend: 


on houſe.” (Heb. iii. 5, 6.) 
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deſcended into our world, that he might be qualified for 


holding familiar converſe with men upon earth, his terror 


not making them afraid. For, if the face of Moſes, the 
ſervant, did ſhine with ſuch dazzling glory, by a ſhort a- 
bode in the preſence of Jexovan on an earthly mount, 
that the Iſraelites could not endure to behold him with- 
out a vail z how much leſs could the feeble eyes of mor- 
tal men have endured the face of Chriſt the Son, who a- 
biding from n in the preſence of IuOVau, was 
daily his delight, had he ſhone forth, in all the blaze of 
Deity, without the thick vail of his fleſh ! The clear- 
neſs of his manifeſtations. Of Moſes indeed, it is ſaid, 
« With him I will ſpeak mouth to mouth, even apparent- 
ly, and not in dark ſpeeches, and the ſimilitude of the 
„Lord ſhall he behold ;”* whereas it was uſual for the 
prophets of inferior rank, to receive the intimations of 
the divine will in- dreams when they were aſleep, and ec- 
ſtaſies when awake. But of this Prophet in the New- 
Teftament church, his harbinger declares, * No man hath 
* ſeen God at any time; but the only begotten Son, 
« which is in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared 
„him.“ (John i. 18.) His fidelity in executing his 
commiſſion: for, the words the Father gave unto him, 
* he gave unto them; and as the Father gave him com- 


„ mandment, fo he ſpake. Moſes indeed was faithful in 


all his houſe as a ſervant, but Chriſt as a Son over his“ 
The oppoſition he 
met with from Jews and Gentiles, He endured the con- 
tradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, even as Jannes and 
Jambres withſtood Moſes. And as his neareſt relations 
quarrelled with him for marrying Zipporah, the Ethiopian 


woman, ſo did the Jews with Chriſt tor eſpouſing the Gen- 


tile church. The miracles he wrought. It was ne- 


e“ ver fo ſeen in Ifrael.” Like Moſes, he fed the Iſrael- 


tes in the wilderneſs, and their leaving was as miraculous 


Was their 1 


What Moſes did literally, the ſame Chriſt does ſpiritu- 
ally for the beloved Iſrael. He ſweetens their bitter wa- 
ers; cures their diſeaſes; ſupplies their wants, Like 

2 mY Mloſes, 
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Moſes, he faited forty days; and like Moſes, he died at 
the commandment of the Lord. 


— 


- —— —— 
VIII. The Ordinance of the PRIEST OO5. 


As the ſun paints the clouds with variety of gloriou 

colours, which, m their own nature, are but dark 
and lowering vapours exhaled from the earth; ſo, when 
the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſes, even the carnal ordinance 
and commandments of the law, dark and earthly as they 
ſeem, are gilded by his beams, and wear a ſmiling ap- 
pearance, By his kindly influence, who is the light oi 
the world, the moſt barren places of the ſcripture rejoice, 
and bloſſom as the roſe. What portion of ſacred writ i 
more apt to be peruſed without edification and delight, 
than what relates to the Levitical Prieſthood ; the quali 
fications of their perſons, their apparel, their conſecration, 
and different parts of their function? And, indeed, it mult 
be confeſſed a very hard taſk to reconcile, with the wil. 
dom of God, the enjoining ſuch numberleſs rites, purely 
for their own ſake. But when we conſider that Aaron, 
and his ſucceſſors, were figures of our great High Prieſt, 
we muſt acknowledge, that theſe injunctions are neither 
unworthy of God, nor uſeleſs to man, but are profitable 
for doctrine, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs. We ſhall 
inſtance in a few things. 

And, firſt, We ſhall take notice of the laws relatiag 
to the perſons of Aaron and his ſons. Whoſoever he wa 
that approached to God in the character of an high prieſt, 
he behoved, according to the law of Moſes, to be of the 
ſock of Iſrael, the tribe of Levi, the family of Aaron, ha. 
ving his genealogy well atteſted, his body ſound, his life 
temperate, (for he was not to drink wine, or other intox- 
icating liquors) ; his wife mult be either a virgin, or the 
widow of a prieſt, but by no means a divorced woman, ot 
an harlot : and; laſtly, it was abſolutely forbidden that he 
ſhould go out of the ſanctuary to mourn for the dead, uv 
leſs they were his neareſt relations. Let us apply thelt 
things to our High Prieſt. It muſt, indeed, be * 

Zech 
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ledged, that he was neither of the tribe 'of Levi, nor of 
the family of Aaron: for, © it is evident our Lord (rang 


out of Judah, and Moſes ſays nothing of the prieſthoo 


belonging to that tribe.” (Heb. vii. 14.) In this reſpect, 
to be ſare, he differs from them in a very eſſential point, 
which however it diſqualified him from officiating in the 
temple, (* for, it he were on earth, he ſhould not be a 
« prieſt,”) (chap. viii. 4.) yet does not in the leaſt infer 
his incapacity to be a prieſt of a higher order than the or- 
der of Aaron, that 1s of the order of Melchizedec, who join- 
ed in one perſon the prieſt and the king. The character 
and office of a Levitical prieſt he ne ver aſſumed when he 
was upon earth, as indeed he could not have any claim 
unto it. What ſhall we ſay then? That he is inferior 
to Aaron and his ſucceſſors upon this account? Nay, the 
difference of his tribe is the moſt convincing proof of the 
ſuper-eminence of his order. Like Abs was taken 
from among men, and was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
and never any prieſt of them all could boaſt of ſuch il- 
luſtrious pedigree as Jeſus Chriſt. Which of them all 
was born of a virgin? and“ to which of them ſaid God 
* at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
„ gotten. thee ??? (Heb. v. 5.) 3 | 

The genealogy of the ancient prieſts behoved to be 
firmly documented; but they had no ſuch illuſtrious proofs 
of their being the ſons of Levi, as Chriſt had of his being 
the Son of God, which the Father atteſted, both by the 
voice from heaven, and by the mighty works he enabled 
him to do. The ſoundneſs of their body. was no doubt 
intended to prefigure the integrity and perfection of the 


foul of Jeſus Chriſt ; for the leaſt deformity here had ren- 


dered him utterly incapable of propitiating the Deity, by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf : for“ ſuch an high prieſt became 
* us, who,” though falſely accuſed of many fins, was never 
convinced of any, but © was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
* ſeparated from ſinners, ” (chap. vii. 26.) and a Lamb 
without blemiſh, and without ſpot even in the pure eyes of 
God. Their reſtriction to marry a wife in her virgi- 
nity, may perhaps denote, that the human nature .which 


our great High Prieſt, Jeſus the Son of God, deigned to 
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wed to his divine perſon, was not deflowered with fin, but 
a pure, incorrupted, and holy thing. But, beyond all 
doubt, we are natively led to think of the whole church, 
and: every member of that ſociety, being preſented as 
chaſte virgins unto Chriſt. In vain does the harlot-church 
of Rome, that great whore that fits on many waters, 
claim the high. prerogative of being the only ſpouſe of 
Chriſt, Hear what the apoſtle declares of the followers 
of the Lamb, © Theſe are they which were not defiled 
* with women, for they are virgins : theſe were redeem. 
* ed from among men, being the firit-fruits to God, and 
„ ta the Lamb.” (Rev. xiv. 4.) 

The abſtmence from wine and ftrong drink, which was 
commanded, was not only deſigned to inculcate the ſtrict. 
eft temperance, (which is a moſt neceflary virtue to the 
diſcharge of any important truſt that requires the faculties 
of the mind to be in their moſt vigorous ſtate) ; but it 
may be alſo viewed as an implicit intimation of that per- 
fe& command of himſelf, which our great High Prieſt had 
in the diſcharging of his. office, never forgetting what he 
was about in the {malleſt inſtance, being always found of 
quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord, but by no 
means a gluttonous man, and a wine-bibber, as the hypo- 
critical Phariſees maliciouſly affirmed. —The prohibition 
of going out of the ſanctuary to mourn for the dead, was 
a. prediction, that when Jeſus Chriſt ſhould paſs into the 
heavenly ſanftuary, he ſhould leave all his ſorrows be- 
hind him, and dwell for ever in the preſence of God, 
where there is fulneſs of joy. Moreover, it clearly ſigni- 
fies, that he was to abolith death and the grave. Hence- 
forth let no unmanly tear be ſhed for the blefſed dead, 
who die in the Lord. That moſt calamitous event to the 
aye of ſenſe, is, to the eye of faith, the moſt happy revo- 
lution in the lat of the juſt. 

Nor are the laws about their prieſtly garments leſs in- 
ſtructive and fignificant, The curious materials of the 
ephod of gold, blue, purple, and ſcarlet, might repreſent 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and the luſtre of thoſe 
divine graces which adorned. his ſacred humanity.— The 
names of the twelve tribes he bore firſt upon his ſhoul 


ders 


2 ee Lr. 


p aw \ 


— 


. 


1 
> 


ders, and then upon his breaſtplate, as a memorial before 
the Lord continually, engraven on precious ſtones, and 
diſpoſed in comely order, is no obſcure emblem of the 
ſaints, whom our High Prieſt carries both on the ſhoul- 
ders of his almighty power, and on the breaſt of cordial 
love, according to the moſt pathetic prayer of the ſpouſe, 
« Set me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal upon thine 
« arm,” (Song vii. 6.) Theſe names were engraven on 
precious ſtones : for ſuch are all his ſaints, though diſal- 
lowed of men, and trampled under foot as naughty peb- 
bles ; yet are they choſen of God, and precious, and they 
ſhall be his in the day that he makes up his jewels. No 
tribe was wanting in that moſt coſtly breaſtplate; for Je- 
ſus Chriſt knows them by name whom he redeems, both 
eat and ſmall, and there is no reſpe& of perſons. 
hey were arranged in comely order ; for © he is not 
the God of confuſion, but of order, as in all the church- 
« es of the ſaints.” (1 Cor. xiv. 33,) They were firmly 
ſet, and not ſlightly put into the breaſt plate; for all the 
faithful are ſo firmly united unto Jeſus Chriit, that not 
the ſmalleſt jewel can be picked from the breaſtplate of 
our Aaron, by the joint efforts of earth and hell. —lt was 
not lawful for the Iſraelites to enter into the moſt holy 
place in their own perſons, but in the perſon of their 
high prieſt they entered every year, as their names were 
graven on his ſhoulders and heart, and preſented unto In- 
nov n. Even fo, in Jeſus Chriſt, the holy Chriftian na- 
tion, who live upon the earth, are entered into the holieſt 
of all, and even ſat down with him in heavenly places. 
Shall we mention next the Urim and the Thummim that 
Moſes was commanded to put into the breaſtplate of 
Aaron? Be it fo, we cannot certainly determine the na- 
ture or form of this divine workmanſhip, denoted by ſuch 
an uncommon phraſe z we are certain, however, thet in 
Jeſus Chriſt we have that prieſt ho ſtands up with Urim 
and Thummim, and bears the judgment of Iſrael before 
the Lord continually. In him are found the cleareſt 
light of wiſdom, and the greateſt perfection of holineſs. 
In him that prayer is fully anſwered, Give the king 
* thy judgments, Q Lord, and the king's fon thy righ- 
* JE (I teouſnels,” 
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* teouſneſs.” (Pal. Ixxii. 1.) The curious girdle figni. 
fies the alacrity wherewith our High Prieſt diſcharged e. 
very part of his office; for girding up the loins of his 
mind, he did, with all his might, what his hand found, 
Aaron's girdle was indeed of _ texture, gold and 
purple, blue and ſcarlet. But of Jeſus Chriſt it was pro. 
pheſied, Faithfulneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and 
* righteouſneſs the girdle of his reins.” (Ia. xi. 5.) The 
beloved apoſtle John beheld him equipt with this prieſtly 
ornament, when he ſaw him in the viſions of God walk. 
ing in the midſt of the ſeven golden candleſticks, clothed 
with a long white garment down to the foot, and girt a. 
bout the paps with a golden girdle.— The golden bells, 
ſuſpended around the hem of Aaron's under-robe, may 
ſignify the ſweet ſound of the goſpel which is gone unto 
all the earth. O greatly bleſſed are the people who hear 
this joyful ſound, ſweeter to the ear of faith, than muſic, in 
Its ſofteſt ſtrains, to the ear of the body; and an undoubt- 
ed ſign that our High Prieſt is alive, though we ſee him 
not, and lives for ever in the preſence of Jzzovan, to 
make interceſſion for us. | 
The pomegranates that were curiouſſy wrought be- 
twixt the bells, and equal to them in number, may be an 
emblem of thoſe fruits of righteouſneſs with which the 
preaching of the goſpel is attended. The fair mitre 
that adorned his head, with the venerable inſcription on 
the plate of gold ſurrounding his temples, may put us in 
mind of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the only crowned prieſt; 
and not only holy, but Holineſs itſelf unto the Lord; 
yea, he is himſelf the holy IAO VA, and fountain of ho- 
lineſs unto his people. For “ this is the name whereby 
„he ſhall be called, the Lord our righteouſneſs.” (Jer. 
XX1l1, 6.) | 
Such were the garments for glory and beauty the ty- 
pical priefthood were commanded to wear, and ſuch their 
myſtical ſignification. Let us come next to the manner 
of their conſecration.— The Hebrew lawgiver is directed 
to bring Aaron and his ſons to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation: there they were waſhed with water; 
arrayed with the prieſtly veſtments; anointed with — 
3 1 colt 
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coſtly oil, which it was death to counterfeit ; and, laſt- 
ly, ſantified by the offering up of peculier ſacrificeg, 
whoſe blood was put upon the extreme parts of their bo- 
dies. Though every minute circumſtance in theſe vene- 
table rites may not be capable of application to Jeſus 
Chriſt, it is ſufficient if we can. obſerve a general analogy. 
Aaron was waſhed in water, to ſignify, that he was 
before polluted ;, and Chrift was baptized, not indeed be- 
cauſe he was himſelf polluted, but as it became him to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs. Aaron was arrayed with the ap- 
pointed veſtments; and Chriſt was clothed with the gar- 
ment of our fleſh, curiouſly wrought in the lower parts of 
the earth. Aaron was anomted with oil, wherewith the 
inferior prieſts were but ſprinkled ; but Chriſt is anoint- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt, which God gives not by mea- 
ſure unto him. Aaron was conſecrated with the blood 
of beaſts ; but Chriſt was ſanctified by his own blood, and 
made perfect through ſufferings, by which he learned o · 
bedience, though he was the Son of God, 

The different parts of their function is the laſt thing 
that demands our attention. Every high prieſt taken 
„from among men, in the manner above deſcribed, 
is ordained for men in things pertaining unto God, and 
* to offer bath gifts and ſacrifices for fin.” (Heb. v. 1.) 
This indeed was the moſt diſtinguiſhing part of their of- 
fice, and fundamental to all other functions that are ap- 
propriated to them. However, they were allo appoint- 
ed to bleſs the people; to pray for them; to inſtru 
them in the knowledge of the divine will; to overſee the 
ſervice of the tabernacle; to blow the trumpets both in 
peace and war; and to judge betwixt the clean and the 
unclean, But we fee Jeſus our High Prieſt, giving him- 
ſelf an offering and a ſacrifice of ſweet · ſmelling | 5 
more grateful unto God, and more appeaſing to his in- 
cenſed juſtice, than all the victims that ever fmoaked in 
the worldly ſanctuary, or than all the gifts that ever were 
preſented there, or than all the incenſe that ever fumed 


irom the golden cenſer. Put off your robes, ye 1 
prieſthoqd, your work is finiſhed, your office entirely ſu- 


perſeded. What ye could not do by multiplied obla- 


tions, 
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tions, Jeſus Chriſt has done by one ſacrifice. The vail 
is now rent, and the temple. now deſtroyed. The ſhadoy 
has given place to the ſubſtance. Perhaps it was not 
without a myſtic ſignification, that Zacharias, a prieſt of 
Aaron's order, and the father of John, the harbinger of 
Chriſt, was ſtruck dumb when officiating in the temple, 
ſo that he could not ſpeak unto the people when he came 
forth of the holy place. Might it not be a filent omen, 
that a diſpenſation was now commencing, in the days of 
Meſſiah, wherein none of Aaron's me {ſhould open 
their mouths any more to bleſs the people, ſaying, © The 
„Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee : the Lord make his ant 
* face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : the this 
* Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee Hume 
„peace?“ (Numb. vi. 24, 25.) Jeſus is that prieſt whom W** h 
God hath ſent to bleſs us; who prays for his people; neſs 
whole lips keep knowledge to inſtruct us in the will of {W< 
God. Jeſus is that prieſt who overſees the ſervice of the N obſ 
tabernacle, being head over all things to the church, ne 
which is his body. Jeſus is that prieſt who now blows due 
the great trumpet of the goſpel, and who ſhall deſcend Nea 
ſhortly from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the er 
archangel, and with the trump of God, to gather the us 
congregation of the righteous. Then all who have hin ma 
not for their prieſt, to waſh and- ſprinkle them with his O 
hyſſop and blood, thall have him for their prieſt to pro- Nane 


nounce them utterly unclean, | ale 
| | 40 
| (P 

IX. The Hiftory of Josnva. 1 


THX names of Joſhua and Jeſus are ſcarcely more like ¶ lou 
than their atchievements. This captain, ſo famous in ¶ tec 
the ſacred hiſtory, was nominated to be the ſucceſſor of I ra 
Moſes, and ordained, by God's command, to this high poſt, WW ch. 
in the preſence of all the congregation of Iſrael, He re- th 
ceived the name of Joſhua before, when ſent to ſpy out Il of 


the land, his former name being Oſhea: and he is the Hul 


firſt of the typical perſons who was called by the very fe 
name, by which, in future ages, a greater Saviour than I li: 
2 ; | he 
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e was commonly known. Perhaps it was not without its 
zeaning, that he was the ſervant, before he was the ſuc- 
eſſor of Moſes; for it might ſignify, that our oy was 


rt to become the ſervant of the law, before he ſhould 
aboliſh it,—But paſling this, let us take a more particular 
otice of the moſt memorable paſſages of that marvellous 
zmpaign. 

And the firſt thing that preſents itſelf to our view, is his 
paſſing the Jordan, which was miraculouſly driven back, 
o afford a ſafe paſſage to the choſen people. In this ri- 
ver God was pleaſed, for the firſt time, to magnify his ſer- 
vant Joſhua in the fight of all the tribes of IA, and in 
this river it pleaſed God to give the firſt moſt public teſ- 
timony to Jeſus Chriſt, when the heavens ſeemed to open 
at his baptiſm, and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in the like- 
neſs of a dove, and a voice from the excellent glory pro- 
claimed his high character. But the chief thing to be 
obſerved here, is the reſemblance betwixt the — has of 
Iſrael over Jordan into the promiſed land, under the con- 
duct of Joſhua, and the paſſage of all the redeemed, through 
ceath, into the heavenly inheritance. Long had they tra- 
verſed the vaſt and howling wilderneſs, the BET of raven- 
ous beaſts, and poiſonous ſerpents, where their hearts, 
many a time, were like to faint for thirſt and hunger; but 
now the land, flowing with milk and honey, receives them, 
and their wanderings, in the pathleſs deſart, are for ever 
ended. Though Jordan overflows his banks, their march 
is not obſtructed. O powerful preſence of IEO VAR! 
{* The ſca ſaw it, and fled, and Jordan was driven back." 
(Pfal. cxiv. 3.) And now they have taken their farewel 
of the weary wilderneſs z we hear no more of the miracu- 
lous cloud that conducted them, nor of the manna that 
led them forty years. Such is the ſafety of all true Iſ- 
raelites, when marching to their promiſed reſt, under 
the conduct of the Captain of their ſalvation, Death is 
the Jordan through which they paſs from the wilderneſs 
of this world into the bliſsful regions of immortality. But 
when they paſs through theſe waters, they ſhall not over- 
flow them; for he who dries up the waters of the ſea by 


his rebuke, will be graciouſly preſent with them, till 


they 
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ible means, when God ordains them, ſhall gain their en 
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they gain the ſafe ſhore of Immanuel's land. Then hat 
the ordinances be diſcontinued, and the Bible ſuperſedeq 
which are ſo neceflary in their wandering ſtate, to ſuppoy 
their lives, and guide their paths; as the cloud vaniſhed, 
and the manna ſtaid, when the fine wheat of Canaan ſug. 
plied the Iſraelites with food, according to the promi. 
It is not Moſes, but Joſhua, who leads through Jordm, 
Jeſus, thou art the only conqueror of death. at wil 
they do, when they come to the fwellings of Jordan, why 
are not under thy auſpicious conduct? Thanks be u 
God who gives us this victory over death, not through 
Moſes, or the law, but through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Twelve ſtones are left by the Hebrew captain, as a me th 
morial of this great deliverance; and twelve apoſtleſ on 
were er by the Captain of our ſalvation, to be vit ho 
neſſes of all things which he did, both in the land ofiifþ tl 
Jews, and in Jeruſalem. » ; p. 

From the banks of Jordan, let us now come to th tb 
walls of Jericho, the accurſed city. Never was town B: 
garriſon beſieged in ſuch a manner before or fince. I 


mounts are raiſed; no battering rams are applied to t 
walls; no attempts are made to ſap the foundations; b 
by the direction of the Lord of hoſts, the army marche 
in ſilent parade round the walls. Their martial muſic ih 
not the ſound of their filver trumpets, but of rams-horns 
blown by their prieſts. Ridiculous, weak, and fooliſ 
as this new method of aſſault might ſeem to the unbelier 


God is ftronger than men, and that the moſt contempt 
in ſpite of all oppoſition. ** What ailed thee, O e 


that thou fleddeft ? Jordan, that thou waſt drivenſoſe 
„ back ? (Pſal. cxiv. 5.) and ye walls of Jericho ſſil 


that ye fell flat to the ground, when compaſſed ſeveiife 
days? It was not owing to the fword of Ifrael, nor eveſhrſe 
to the ſound of the trumpets, but to the power of Iſrac'n | 
God, accompanying this feeble mean, preſcribed for t. fo 


trial of their faith, and proof of their obedience. Fo b 

O the power of faith! had their walls threatened tier 

clouds, and been harder than adament, firmer than = ; Tt 
on 
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wa muſt they tumble on the evening of the ſeventh 


ay.— Thus are the ſtrong-holds of fin, and every high 
ing that exalts itſelf againſt the New-Teſtament J]o- 


t ua, caſt down by the mighty weapons of the Chriſtian 


arfare, which are not carnal. The feeble voice of the 
oſpel, when faithfully preached, though not with a fil- 
er ſound, or with excellency of ſpeech, ſhall be mighty 
rough God to triumph over all oppoſition ; ſo it was in 
e days of the apoſtles ; ſo it has been in every diſtant 
ge; and fo it ſhall be till the victory is complete. 
hus, Babylon, ſhall thy proud towers be levelled with 
te ground, though ſeemingly fearleſs of aſſault.“ For 
the day of the Lord ſhall be on every high wall, and 
on every one that is proud and lifted up.” (Iſa. ii. 12.) 
hough the kings of the earth ſhould give their ſtrength 
the beaſt, our Joſhua ſhall prevail, by the fooliſhneſs 
preaching, and the ſound of the goſpel-trumpet ; and 
the appointed time the ſtrong-lunged angel ſhall cry, 
Babylon the preat is fallen, is fallen.” (Rev. xiv. 8.) 

The ſaving of Rahab and her houſhold is the next re- 


this city of deſtruction, even a ſtrong believer, whoſe 
th ſhould be celebrated by one apoſtle, and her works 
another? and who ſhould have alſo the honour to 
ake one of that illuſtrious line from whence the Meſſiah 


ner, and called Rahab the harlot to this day; yet ſhe 
as a believer of the promiſe that God made to Iſrael, 
d proved by her works that her faith was genuine ; for 
otecting the meſſengers of Joſhua at the hazard of her 
e, ſhe preferred the intereſts of the church of God to 
ole of her country, which ſhe knew very well was im- 
ſible to be ſaved. Though we can by no means juſtify 


rſevants of the king of Jericho; yet as God has forgi- 
her for being once a harlot and a liar, ſo muſt we al- 


has long ſince truly repented. Well does Joſhua an- 


tier his name, in ſaving not the race of Iſrael only, but 


aW&hab, though a curſed Canaanite, with all her hauſhold, 
ol gs | 


though 


arkable occurrence, Who would have expected to find 


ould ariſe ? But ſo it was. Though once a notorious 


e diſſimulation by which ſhe ſaved the ſpies from the 


forgive thoſe blameable parts of her conduct, of which 


1 
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though ſinners of the Gentiles. —Was it not a dark pre. 4 
f lude of Jeſus Chriſt, our better Joſhua, his ſaving the - 
| Gentile world from the wrath to come, as well as the pre. N exe 
ſerved of Jacob? Might it not portend, that publicam vid 
and harlots, and ſuch notorious ſinners ſhould be received 
among the firſt into his "heavenly kingdom? and that t i 
the harlot Gentiles, who formerly were ſerving dive WW... 
luſts, and living in the moſt abominable idolatries, ſhould 
be incorporated into the holy ſociety of the church, and e- und 
ſpouſed as a chaſte bride to Jefus Chriſt, as Rahab became the 
a proſelyte to the Jewiſh religion, and the wife of Naa. WW: 
ſon, an illuſtrious prince in the chief of their tribes? Per. ¶ te 
haps the ſcarlet thread, which, at the direction of the W:. h 
ſpies, ſhe hung forth of her window, as a diſcriminating WW nur 
ſignal, by which all under her roof were exeemed fron 
the diſmal deſolation; perhaps, I ſay, it might be an in- 
timation, though a very obſcure one, that the ſhedding of WF _ 
Chriſt's red blood ſhould prove the means of ſalvation to 2 
the Gentile world, and of making peace betwixt the 
Jews and them, who were formerly at variance, and har N not 
boured mutual hatred. Red was the colour of ſalvatia f 
to Iſrael in Egypt, when the ſprinkling their doors with i: 
blood protected them from the deſtroying angel's ſword; 
and red is the colour of falvation to Rahab in Canaan, 
when the hanging a ſcarlet thread over her windows wa 
her ſecurity from the deſtroying ſword of Iſrael. Happy 
they who have the blood of Chriſt upon them, not for di. 
firuftion, (as the Jews who murdered him, and impre- 
cated this dreadful vengeance on themſelves, and their I 
poſterity), but for ſalvation, (as all them Who believe). pir 
Kahab's ſafety was confirmed by the oath of men; buff ſon 
| theirs by the oath of God, for whom it is impoſſible to 
lie. Deſtruction approaches not theſe doors; death en. 
i ters not theſe windows where the blood of Chriſt is found. 
ſi In vain did the kings of Canaan conſpire to oppoſe the 
4 victorious. Joſhua after the deſtruction of Jericho; - for at 
laſt he bids his captains ſet their feet upon the necks © 
the hoſtile princes, in token of full conqueſt, Nor was it 
ſtrange he ſhould be able to do this, when the very het 
vens befriended him, by caſting down prodigions hailſtones 
| 10 
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to kill his flying enemies; and their moſt glorious lumi- 
naries, the ſun and moon, were obedient to his voice, and 


ſtood ſtill in their habitation, till the vengeance written was 
executed upon the devoted nations. Such is that complete. 
victory over all the enemies of God and his people, which 
he ſhall gain who goes forth conquering, and to conquer. 
It is the diſtinguiſhed honour of all his faithful ſoldiers to 
tread upon the devil, the world, and the luſts of the fleſh. 
Theſe are the dragons and the lions which they trample 
under their feet; theſe are the kings they bind with chains 
theſe are the nations they ſhall daſh in ſhivers as a potter's 
veſſel with. a rod of iron. And a time is coming, when 
the upright ſhall have dominion over the wicked; for ſo 
is his will, whom not only the ſun and moon, but all the 
numerous hoſts of heaven and earth obey. 

At laſt the favoured nation of the Jews are brought into 
their promiſed reft, under the conduct of their valiant 
general. - He puts them in quiet 128 of that happy 
country which before he had ſpied out for them. This 
Moſes could not do. So Jeſus Chrift hath introduced us, 
not into a temporal reſt, like thine, O Foſhua.z but into 
a ſpiritual and eternal reſt, an incorruptible and undefiled 


inheritance, which the law could not do, having become 


weak through the fleſh, | 
X. The Hiſtory of Saus on. 


[ET us now glance at the prodigious feats of Samſon, 
that mighty and renowned judge of Iſrael, whoſe 


birth, life, and death, were all ſo extraordinary, that, as 


ſome ſuppoſe, the fabulous tales of Herculus, ſo famous 
in Greece, are, but this true hiſtory metamorphoſed, and 
daſhed with fiction. It may indeed ſeem odd to inſert a 
perſon, whoſe vices were ſo glaring and unmanly, in the 
catalogue of the illuſtrious A. ge, Jeſus Chriſt 3 for the 
hints of his religious and ſaintly diſpoſition in the hiſtory of 
the Judges, are ſo dubious and ſparing, that one would be 
tempted to ſuſpect whether he was a faint at all. But 
the honourable character = was veſted. with by _ 
2 


—— 


r —— 25 


64 TYPICAL PERSONS: BOOK t, 


and the ſignal deliverances of his people he was enable 
to atchieve, afford us more than a preſumption that he 
was not wholly a ſtranger to the fear of the Lord, A. 
bove all, his reputation as a behever is firmly eſtabliſhe 
by a New-Teſtament writer, who ranks him among the 
eminent worthies, who © lived and died in faith; who hy 
faith ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtain. 
ed promiſes, ſtopt the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, out « 
* weakneſs were, made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, 
and turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” (Heb, y, 
33, 34.) Be it fo, that, on account of the crimin! 
weakneſs of his mind, which wrought his own deſtruQon, 
he is rather a figure of the ſinner ; yet if we conſider the 
prodigious ſtrength of his body, which wrought ſalvatin 
in Iſrael, he is juſtly eſteemed a figure of the Saviour. 
The circumſtances of his birth ſo much reſemble tho 
of Jeſus Chriſt's, that we can ſcarcely paſs them. over | 
filence, Both Jeſus Chriſt and he were conceived in u 
extraordinary manner beſide the courſe of nature; thei 
birth, and future importance, were declared, by a meſ 
ſenger from the inviſible world, to their female parents 
that they ſhould be Nazarites unto God, and ſaviours d 
Iſrael. Only whereas Samſon's mother was but a barre 
ſpouſe, the mother of Jeſus was an unſpotted virgin. The 
angel that appeared to Manoah's wife refuſed to tell his 
name when importuned; but the angel who appeared t 
the wife of Joſeph, declared who he was without being 
aſked. Samſon was but a legal Nazarite from the womb 
and many a time he ſeems to have acted a part very un 


- worthy of ſuch a facred name; but Jeſus Chriſt was that 


in ſubſtance, which Samſon. and other Nazarites were or 
ly in ſhadow ; © holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated fron 
„ ſinners, (Heb. vii. 26.) purer than ſnow, whiter tha 
% milk, more ruddy in body than rubies, his poliſhing 
vas of ſapphire.” (Lam. iv. 7.) He was, during bi 
whole life, dedicated to the ſervice of God, abſtracte 
from the affairs of this world, denied to the gratification 
of ſenſe, and pure from all uncleanneſs. And, laſtly, th 
the reſemblance betwixt him, and that religious . 

migit 
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might be more * whereas at the expiring of their 
vow, they were obliged, by the divine law, to offer as 
many ſacrifices as though they had been lepers, even 
though they had fully complied with all their reftric- 
tions ;—ſo Jeſus Chriſt, that he might fully pay his vow 
to the mighty God of Jacob, offered himſelf a facrifice, 
though he had no fin of his own to be expigted. And, 
perhaps, it is more than a conjecture, that his education 
in che village of Nazereth, which occaſioned his. being 
called a Nazarene, in the common ſtile of the country, 
was intended, in the fecret providence of God, to be an 
intimation to all, that he was the true Nazarite, in whom 
the ancient laws of Nazariteſhip were to receive their end: 
and thus, according to a holy evangeliſt, it was fulfilled 
that is written in the prophets, ** He ſhall be called a 
«* Nazarene.” (Mat. ii. 23.) 77 
We ſhall now come to take notice of ſome of the moſt 
ſingular actions of this illuſtrious Danite, which are as un- 
common as his extraordinary birth preſaged. Whether 
his marriage with a Philiſtine was any dark figure of the 
calling of the Gentiles, I will not determine. But his 


"FF when he had no defenſive weapon in his hand, in which 

he was victorious, (a prelude of his future victories), ſeems 
not unlike that firſt preluſive battle our Redeemer had 
with the roaring lion of hell, who met him in the wilder- 
neſs, and — againſt him by three moſt hideous temp- 


of the tribe of Judah, 


Fail Son of the Moſt High, heir of both worlds, 
nat Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
* Now enter, and begin to — mankind. 


Ao 
And whereas the dead carcaſe of the lion is recorded to 


li fin& choſe here to make their honey; this may at leaſt 
del put us in mind, what are the happy effects of the con- 


ts threatenings, but he overcame it by his complete ſatis- 


F. 3. faction. 


encounter with the young lion that roared againſt him, 


tations, Hut was totally routed and overcome by the Lion 


have become an hive of bees, who, by ſome firange in- 


ou queſts of our Redeemer. The law roared againſt him by 


_ — oa 
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their quarters in a dead carcaſe, and there to depoſite 
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faction. Death roared againſt him, and thought to ſwal. WM cc 
low him; but, O death, he was thy plague. Be not 2. ce 
fraid of the condemning law, ye that believe in the Sa bi 
of God; tremble not at the thoughts of death. Theſe w 
roaring lions are quelled by your almighty Redeemer, WW ar 
who has ſeen the travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied, x WW w 
Samſon did eat of the honey which he found in the car. 
caſe ; and who alſo invites his people to partake with hin 
in his repaſt, as it is ſaid, ** Ear ye that which is good, 
and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs.” (Iſa. Iv. 2.) 
— To have beheld a flight of eagles alighted on the car. 
rion, would have been no uncommon, occurrence; for 
« where the carcaſe is, there will the eagles be gathered 
„together.“ (Mat. xxiv. 28.) But for bees to take up 


= {2 


- 
Lg 
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their delicious ſtores, is ſo unlike the natural diſpoſition o 
of theſe clean and prudent inſects, as to afford the matter ¶ w 
of that famous riddle which this great champion propound- Wh 1 
ed to his friends, on qccaſion of this extraordinary adven- Wt fe 
ture, and which they were not able to gueſs the meaning Wl t 
of, till, according to the proverb then uſed, they plough- f 
ed with his heifer.— That ſwarms of Chriſtians ſhould be ſ⸗ 
aſſociated together, and live by the death of Jeſus Chriſt, N u 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, whoſe fleſh is meat in- tc 
deed ; that glory ſhould come to us by his diſhonour, rich- t! 
es by his poverty, ſtrength by his weakneſs, life by bis I 
death; that the moſt unlikely means ſhould bring about I t! 
the moſt glorious and beneficial ends; that our moſt ter- 8 
rible enemies ſhould be meat for us; that what promiſes ¶ u 


nothing but ſtench and putrefaction, ſhould yield ſweet C 
comfort and refreſhment z theſe are the things which, by ff 
the goſpel, are declared unto us.— Here, Samſon, thy rid- I t 
dle unfolds itſelf, which none can underſtand aright who Ii 
plough not with God's heifer, that is, the Spirit of God, 2 
who ſearcheth all things, and reveals. what the natural I li 
man recerveth not, nor knows, | | 

It was ſtrange the Iſraelites did not join together, un- ic 
der ſuch a redoubted champion, to ſhake off the ſhameful We: 
yoke of the Philiſtines. But they were ſo loſt to all ſenſe Wt! 
of ſhame and gratitude, as to treat the deliverer of their Wo 


country 
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country like the betrayer of it. They bind (by his own 
conſent) their judge and avenger, and traiterouſly deliver 
him up to their tyrants and oppreſſors. But their joy 
was ſhort in their priſoner, For, burſting their bands, 
and caſting away their cords, with a very contemptible 
weapon, he deals death and deſolation at every blow, and 
makes a moſt terrible carnage. For the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon him, and ſtrung his arm with more than 
mortal vigour, and the promiſe was literally fulfilled, 
« That one ſhould chaſe a thouſand.” (Joſh. xxii. 10.) 
Even ſo, the avenger of the human race, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, was baſely delivered up by his own countrymen, 
who had received many favours from him, into the hands 
of the Gentiles. But without his own conſent, Judas, 
with all his rout, could not have bound him. O Saviour 
of the world ! thy love to men, and obedience to God, 
were the inviſible but mighty cords that held thee faſt. 
Theſe, and not the nails that transfixed thy hands and 
feet, hindered thee to ſave thyſelf, and come down from 
the croſs. But the triumphing of the wicked was ſhort ; 


for, when they vainly imagined they had him ſure and. 


ſafe, faſtened to a croſs, and laid in the grave, he ftarts 
up a dreadful adverſary, the cords of death are not able 
to hold him; out of weakneſs he is made ſtrong; and 
though all nations compaſſed him, yet in the name of the 
Lord he did deſtroy them. And how contemptible was 


the inſtrument he uſed in this mighty work! As when 


Samſon, who wanted not ſpears and ſwords, was directed to 
uſe no other weapon but the jJaw-bone of an aſs; ſo Jeſus 
Chriſt, who could have commanded the ſecular arm to 
ſpread the conqueſt of his goſpel, or have ordained 
ſtrength out of the mouths of eloquent orators, and pro- 
found philoſophers; yet choſe contemptible fiſhermen, 
and perfected praiſe out of the mouths of babes and ſuck- 


lings. 


ſcape from Gaza, where he was watched all night by his 
enemies; but he eluded their vigilance, and unhingi 

their maſſy gates, he took away upon his ſhoulders part 
of the battlements of that ſtrong city, for they were not 


the - 


I might.mention, in the next place, his marvellous e- 
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the Lord's, and carried them to the top of an hill, the e. 
nemies having no power either to reſiſt or to purſue, An 
emblem of our mighty Saviour ſleeping in the chambe 
of the grave, where he was watched by the jealous Scribe, 
and Phariſees, who vainly imagined to hinder his reſur. 
rection. But, when they leaſt expected, he aroſe; he 
burſt the gates of death; and leading captivity captive 
he aſcended on high. 

But the manner in which he died is perhaps what moſt 
intitles him to be the type of Jefus Chriſt, who, like Sam. 
fon, was betrayed and fold by a pretended friend, bound, 
blindfolded, infulted, and made his grave with the wick. 
ed. Like Samſon, he willingly reſigned his breath; but 
by his death, death was aboliſhed, principalities and pow. 
ers were fpoiled, and, O-ye enemies of ſalvation, deſtruc. 
tions have a perpetual end. Thy death, O Jeſus, is out 
life, and by thy croſs we triumph over theſe wicked luſt 
that have ſhorn the locks of our ſtrength ; have bound u 
with fetters of iron; have put out the eyes of our mind, 
and made us dwell in darkoefs, and toil at the abhorred 
drudgery of the devil. Happy they who are avenged of 
theſe cruel enemies, though Hke- thee, O Samſon, they 
ſhould die: with them. 6 h 


XI. The Hiftory of Davip. 


HERE is ſcarcely a more amiable: and conſummate 
character to be found in the compaſs of facred hiſto- 

J than David's, notwithſtanding fame blemiſhes with 
which. it is tarniſhed, What mouth is not opened in the 
praiſes of. this king, the firſt af the kind that ſway- 
ed the jewiſh ſceptre, who is honoured: to be the penman 
of theſe devout and rapturous campaſitions fiiked 10 
P/alms, where the graces of poetry ſtrive with the beaw 
ties of bolineſs, and which are juſtly eſteemed the trea- 
ſure of the world, and a complete ſyſtem of revelation in 


) 


miniature? When we conſider that fervent devotion, that 


fubmiſſion to the divine will, that delight in God's law, 
and zeal fox his worſbip, that ſpirit af forgiveneſs in th 
c 
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caſe of perſonal injuries, and the other lovely graces that 


breathe through all his writings and hiſtory, we muſt cer- 
tainly allow him to have been a faint of the firſt magni- 
tude. But it is chiefly to be obſerved, to the honour of 
this illuſtrious king, ſo much talked of in the Bible, that 
he was at once a prophet, a progenitor, and a figure of 
the Mefliah. The laſt particular is ſo evident from in- 


pumerable places, where David and his Lord exchange 


not only words and ſpeeches, but alſo names, that taking 
for granted this obvious truth, we thall briefly hint at the 
moſt remarkable parallels betwixt them. 

Perhaps his very name David, which ſignifies beloved, 
may intimate that Chriſt his antytipe ſhould be the beloved 
both of God and of men. But it is certaia the place of his 
birth was always held to be the ſame where Chriſt ſhould 
be born. Might not this be one reaſon why David (who 
was a prophet, and knew that himſelf was a type of 
Chriſt, and that he ſhould be born in the ſame village) 
diſcovered ſuch a fondneſs for Bethlehem, as to be ſeized 
with ardent longing even for a draught of water from its 
well ? Much was this little village aggrandized by giv- 
ing birth to king David, but more by giving birth to 
Jeſus Chriſt : for ſo the prophet fings; ** But. thou 
{* Bethlehem-Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
* thouſands of Judah, yet out of thee ſhall he come Herd 
* unto me, that is to be ruler of Iſrael, whoſe goings 
forth have been of old from everlaſting.” | 

From the place of his birth, let us come to the quali- 
hcations of his perſon, both in body and mind. The rud- 
dineſs of his complexion is very particularly noticed by 
the ſacred hiſtorian. And, beſides the comelineſs of his 
perſon, his prudence and valour recommended him at 
court, when he had no higher title than the ſon of Jeſ- 
„ ſe the Bethlehemite.”' But, above all, his character 
is crowned by that moſt ample commendation God was 
pleaſed to give him when he removed Saul, I have 
found a man after mine own heart, that ſhall fulfil all 
* my will.” (Acts xiii. 22.) And where ſhall theſe il- 
luſtrious endowments be found in their higheſt perfection 
but in the perſon of the Son of David, who is white and 

| ruddy, 
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ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, fairer than the 
children of men, the mighty God, the prudent ſervant «f 
the Lord; and, laſtly, who“ came to do thy will, 0 
p 25 thy law was in the midſt of his heart.“ (Pſal. xl, 
Let us next compare their. ſufferings, and we ſhall find 
a ſurpriſing reſemblance. We might, firſt, take notice of 
his lurking in obſcurity, for a long time in his father' 
houſe, where he tended the flocks 'of ſheep, before he 
was a ſhepherd of men. But though the like obſcurity 
was the fate of Jeſus Chriſt for a long track of years, 
when he dwelt in his father's houſe ; perhaps it is not ſo 
proper to mention this particular under the head of Da. 
© vid's afflictions; for we can ſcarce doubt but it was the 
moſt happy period of his whole life, when he followed 
the ewes with young. From the time he began to at. 
tract the obſervation of the worid, what was the greateſt 
part of his life but a continual war ? His own brother 
made him a very furly ſpeech, to deter him from his firſt 
public adventure in encountering Goliah of Gath, inſinu- 
ating, that the ſole motive he had in viſiting the camp at 
that juncture, was pride and naughtineſs of heart. Which 
puts us in mind of the coarſe reception our gracious Re- 
deemer met with from his brethren, according to the 
flelh, who received him not, but loaded him with the 
molt odious imputations, and virulent reproaches, and al- 
ways put the worlt conſtructions upon his words and ac- 
tions. We are alſo told that ſome of his neareſt relations 
believed not on him. EE or] 

And as to the perſecutions he endured under the ty. 
| rant-reign of Saul, (which were the occaſion of many 
5 ſweet Plalms, tranſmitted even to our times), the like- 
| neſs betwixt them and thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt, under the 
f tyrant reign of Herod, is greater than one would think at 
| firſt view. David's life is ſought after by his own king: 
if and what was the quarrel? It was the fear that David 
| would fucceed to the crown, as was revealed to the pro- 
2 Samuel: ſo Jeſus Chriſt is perſecuted by Herod, 

ing of Judea, from a fooliſh ſuppoſition, that he could 
elude the high decrees of Heaven, and falſify the ſcrip- 
tures 
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ures of the prophets. In David's quarrel the innocent 
\rieſts in Nob were cruelly butchered ; and the innocent 
babes in Bethlehem in the cauſe of Chriſt. ** Curſed be 
their anger, for it was cruel.” (Gen. xlix. 7.) But 
zoth the bloody tyrants ſhared the fame ſucceſs : for, as 
ill attempts to ſeize the perſon of David were vain; fo 
Herod's bloody plot againſt the life of Chriſt proved abor-, 
ive. But when we are remembering David, and all his 
(fMiftions, we muſt not forget that very ſingular one 


which befel him, when he was compelled, by an unnatural 


on, and rebellious ſubjects, to fly from his royal city; and, 
ith his ſorrowful friends, paſſed over the brook Kidron, 
a melancholly plight. It was over this ſame brook, 
he Son and Lord of David paſſed to that fatal garden 
rhere he was apprehended, in company with his eee 
ful apoſtles. And what was no {mall addition to David's 
diftreſs, his own familiar friend, in whom he confided, 


and that ſervant that eat his bread played the traitor, and 


lift up his heel againſt him. A circumſtance which was 
not wanting in the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt, betrayed by one 
of his apoſtles. Who knows not that the ſame ſcriptures 
are applied to Judas in the New Teſtament, that are in 
the Old ſpoken of Ahithophel? Let his babitation be 
* deſolate, and let another take his office.” (Pfal. cix. 
3. Acts i. 20.) It is true, the Son of David knew from 
che beginning who ſhould betray him, which David knew 
not: but in other reſpects the parallel is very near; for 
both theſe curſed traitors were alike in their former 
character and truſt, alike in their execrable villany, and 
abke in their tragical end. a 
Having enumerated ſome of David's typical afflictions, 
let us come to his renowned atchie vements both in war 
and peace, wherein alſo he ſeems to have been deſigned 
an emblem of the ſame glorious perſon. His victory o- 
ver that proud inſulting Philiſtine who defied the armies of 
the living God, is none of the leaft exploits for which he 
ſtands recorded in the rolls of fame. He heard his blaſ- 
phemous railing; he ſaw the unmanly terror of the Iſra- 
elites, who all declined the fingle combat of this vain 
boaſter; he was informed of the great rewards the mw 
| zou 


the earth ;—to find not a ſhadowy reſt upon an earthly 
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ſhould receive from the king, and not in the leaſt intin 
dated by his fierce appearance, he reſolves to accept the 
challenge in the name of the infulted God of Iſrael 
Armed with no weapons but his ſtaff and fling, he lay 
the vaunting warriour proſtrate in death; adding withs 
this indignity to his huge corpſe, of ſevering his heat 
from his body with his own ſword. 

Let the vaunting Goliah be an emblem of the devil, 
who has the power of death. A great reward is propoſe 
to the perſon who ſhall encounter and overcome this for. 
midable enemy, by the King of heaven. No man, n 
angel, dared the arduous enterprize. But Jeſus Chriſt de. 
ſcending to viſit his brethren, and ſee our camp, and mo. 
ved with a becoming zeal for the glory of God, and thi 
ſalvation of the human race, and for the joy that was ſa 
before him, he prepares himſelf for the mortal combat, 
His brethren indeed deſpiſed him, and uſed him rudely; 
but he was not deterred from his merciful deſign. He 
borrowed no armour from us, for he only partook of ou 
infirm fleſhly nature : but by his own ſtrength and wil. 
dom, he obtained the victory with the ſtaff of his croſ; 
a moſt unlikely weapon! for God was his ſhield and glo- 
ry, and the lifter-up of his head. By death,“ which 
was like the devil's ſword, © he deſtroyed him that had 
the power of death :?” (Heb. ii. 14.) and the ſaying d 
the prophet is fulfilled, © I will ſave them by the Lord 
„their God, and will not ſave them by bow, nor by 
„ ſword, nor by battle, nor by horſes, nor by horſemen." 
(Hof. i. 7.) We might alſo obſerve how his taking the 
{ſtrong hold of Zion from the Jebuſites, might be an em- 
blem of Chriſt's conquering the Gentile church. Hi 
deſiring to find a place for the God of Jacob to reſt in, may 
be conſidered in the ſame light. This, O Saviour, was 
thy gracious deſign in viſiting our regions of mortality, to 
find a place of reſt among the ſinful race of men, for that 
God, whoſe throne is the higheſt heaven, and his footſtool 


mountain, or in a material ſtructure, but a real, a glorious, 
an everlaſting reſt in the temple of thy body the church, 
that God the Lord might dwell for ever among them. 
5 8 Great 


Great was the glory to which the king of Iſrael was 
ziſed from fmall beginnings ; and the prudence of his ad- 
niniftration, when he was lifted out of the duſt, proved 
jim not to have been unworthy of ſuch high dignity, It 
true, we muſt allow him to have committed no ſmall 
rrors in ſome particular acts of government; but as to 
he main of his conduct, he received this honourable teſ- 
imony, He fed them according to the integrity of his 
heart, and guided them by the. ſkilfulneſs of his 
hands.” (Pal. IXxviii. 72.) Even fo, the humble Sa- 
our, who might truly ſay, Mine heart is not haugh- 
ty, O Lord, neither are mine eyes lofty,” (Fial. 
xxxi. I.) was exalted from his ſtate of low debaſement 
o the higheſt pinnacle of glory, to become not only the 
dead of his church, but of the Heathen ; and the people 
zho know him not, are made to ſerve his will. But in 
his he far excels the type, that the annals of his reign 
re not ſtained with any the ſmalleſt blots; and © of the 
increaſe of his government and peace there ſhall be no 
dend.“ (Iſa. ix. 7.) 

We ſhall but mention, in the laſt place, the covenant. 
f royalty which God was pleaſed to make with David 
ind his ſeed for ever; an emblem of that covenant which 
od hath made with Chriſt, as the repreſentative of his 
hoſen people. This covenant, O David, was thy con- 
olation in all thy family trials, and under the melancho- 
y apprehenſions of thy ſucceſſor's apoſtacy. O may it 
alſo be our conſolation ! and let all the children of Zion 
de joyful in their king. . | 


m- 
* XII. The Hiſtory of SOL OM. 


HE next illuftrious perſonage we ſhall mention is So- 
ficent, and peaceful monarch of Jeruſalem, who, like his 
ather, was honoured to be the penman of a very conſider- 
able and uſeful part of the inſpired writings, by which he 


ation to the church of God, for the great offence he was 
G 
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lomon the ſon of David; the wiſe, wealthy, magni- 


aay be juſtly reckoned to have made abundant compens- , 
left, 
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difficult to find out ſeveral things in Solomon's charadter 
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pronounced happy by a great queen, who, fired with the 


leaving for a time the delights of her court, and the cares 
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left to give to all good men, by the ſad apoſtacy of hi, 
advanced years. That he was a figure of the Meſſiah, 
ſeems evident from what God ſaid concerning him by th, 
prophet Nathan, which is applied by a New-Teſtament 
writer to Jeſus Chriſt, —* I will be to him a Father, and 
„he ſhall be to me a Son;” (Heb. i. 5.) from what 
David ſaid in the ſeventy-ſecond pſalm ;—and from the 
moſt excellent Song of ſongs, compoſed by Solomon, not 
concerning himſelf, but Telus Chriſt, the glorious Bride. 
groom of the church, under a borrowed name. Nor is it 


R wo ® mg a 3 © S 


and hiſtory, that greatly reſemble the character and bil. 
tory of a far greater perſon than he. | 

We ſhall, firſt, take notice of that wiſdom and ſagaci. 
ty for which he was ſo much celebrated. It pleaſed Gd 
to confer upon this beloved king a very uncommon mes 
ſure of intellectual endowments, to fit him for diſchary. 
ing the high office to which he was raiſed. He aſket 
wiſdom from. God as the beſt and moſt perfect gift : not 
did he aſk in vain; for God gave bim a wiſe and under: 
ſtanding heart, as never monarch had before. His wil 
dom far excelled that of the moſt renowned ſages of hi 
time. The world of nature was all his own. He ſpake 
of plants and animals, from the triumphant cedar down 
to the humble moſs, and from the ſoaring eagle to the 
creeping inſet. As a ſcholar, no queſtion was too hard 
for him to reſolve ; and as a judge, no caſe too intricate 
to decide. The wiſdom of his proverbial ſayings, and 
the ſublimity of his poetical compoſitions, may be moſt 
certainly inferred from thoſe ſpecimens which have reach- 
ed our times. He was not only revered as the oracle 
his country, but even princes, neighbouring .and remote, 
courted his friendſhip, and were ambitious of his acquaint- 
ance. His very ſervants that miniſtered unto him, were 


love of wiſdom, undertook a long and expenſive journey, 


of ſtate, to pay him a viſit, of whom ſhe had heard ſo 
much, though ſtill, as ſhe afterwards acknowledged, the 
half had not been told her: therefore ſhall ſhe riſe up in 


judgmen 
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judgment againſt the men in every generation, who re- 
aſe to hear the wiſdom, and receive the inſtruction of a 
greater than Solomon, who is the wiſdom of God itſelf, 
and in whom are hid treaſures, all treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge; who, inſtead of waiting till we come to 
eek him, has come from heaven to us, and cries in the 
hief places of concourſe, in the openings of the gates, 
n the city he uttereth his words, How long, ye 2 
* ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and fools hate know- 
* ledge ? turn you at my reproof.” (Prov. i. 22.) What 
ras thy wiſdom, Solomon, to his on whom, as the pro- 
het teſtifies, the Spirit of the Lord did reſt, the Spirit 
f wiſdom, counſel, and knowledge, to make him of 
quick underſtanding in the fear of the Lord? Admire 
re the vaſt extent of Solomon's erudition? There is 
o creature that is not manifeſt in the fight of ' Jeſus 
hriſt, from the greateſt unto the leaſt. It is recorded 
f him, that with the utmoſt facility he anſwered the hard 
ueſtions that were put to him. Neither can the wiſdom 
f Jeſus Chriſt. be nonpluſſed to anſwer the moſt puzzling 
very, when that moſt difficult of any has been reſolved 
y him, Wherewith ſhall a guilty ſinner come before 
the Lord ? and how ſhall he bow himſelf before the 
high God ?” (Mic. vi. 6.) Was Solomon an acute pe- 
etrating judge, judging his people with righteouſneſs, 
nd his poor with judgment? Of Chriſt it was declared, 
He ſhall not judge after the ſeeing of his eyes, nor re- 
prove after = hearing. of his ears; but with righte- 
aol ouſneſs ſhall he Judge the poor, and reprove with equi- 
ch. ty for the meek of the earth.“ (Iſa. xi. 3.) He diſ- 
erns at firſt view a Nathanael and a Judas, and will ſe- 
arate the righteous and the wicked. And what are the 
nſe ſpeeches of Solomon to thoſe of Jefus Chriſt, by 
noſe Spirit the whole ſcriptures were dictated, and So- 
dmon himſelf inſpired ? 

To the wiſdom, let us ſubjoin the wealth of Solomon, 


ares ho made even filver in Jeruſalem as the ſtones of the 


rect. But how ſhall this agree to our Lord Jeſus, who 
as himſelf a poor man, without a fixed dwelling-place ; 
d whoſe followers moſt generally are the poor among 

2 men ? 
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is trodden with the feet. How diminutive is the ſplendo 


ſus Chriſt ; ſo, in compariſon of his riches, his wealth wa 


poverty. 
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men? True, indeed, he neither poſſeſſed the riches of the 
world himſelf, nor can his ſubjeas boaſt, that they have 
amaſſed huge quantities of white and yellow earth, called 
filver and gold; yet are thy riches, Lord Jeſus, unſearch. 
able; eternity itſelf too ſhort to count them. The 2. 
rithmetic of angels would not be able to caſt the might 
ſum. Theſe riches haſt thou purchaſed by thy poverty; 
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thy inhexauſtible fulneſs, It anſwers all things.” (Ec, 
x. 19.) If Solomon made filver as the ſtones ; Jefus Chriſ 
renders the moſt admired vamties of the world but loſs and 
dung. O the immenſe value of the riches of Chriſt, d 
whom it is ſaid in the prophet, ** For braſs I will bring 
« gold, for iron filver, for wood braſs, and for ſtones iron,” 
ah. Ix. 17.) Even ſuch amazing wealth is ſcarcely fit u 
be an emblem of the true riches ; for a New-Teftamen 
writer riſes in the deſcription, talks of a city whoſe inhz. 
bitants are kings, whoſe walls are jaſper, whoſe gates an 
pearls, whole ſtreets are paved with gold. Here that pre. 
cious metal on which the men of the world ſet their hearts 
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of earthly courts! How deſpicable is a Solomon, thougi 
ſeated on his ivory throne, in compariſon of ſuch ſtupen- 
dious magnificence; which never indeed exiſted in the 
world of nature, hut has a true, though ſpiritual exiſtence 
in the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt !-—To conclude then, 
the wiſdom of Solomon was but folly to the wiſdom of ſe. 


From his wiſdom and wealth, let vs come to the extent 
of his dominion, which we are told was very wide. Ani 
x, in the multitude of people is the king's honour, ta 
King Mefſiah equals, nay, far excels the king of Iſrae 
What was it to reign over all kingdoms from . Euphr: 
tes to the midland ſea, and to the corner of Egypt, to lu 


But what was a moſt ſingular recommendation of Sol 
mon's happy reign, for the moſt part it was not diſturbec 
either with civil jars or foreign war; for, as his name in 


ported, he was a man of reſt ; and, except toward the l: 
| te 
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ter end of his days, his ſubjeQs enjoyed the moſt profound 
tranquillity. This was deſigned to be a faint repreſenta- 
tion of the government of the Prince of peace; whoſe 
goſpel is a doctrine, which, if fincerely believed, effectual- 
ly reconciles men to God, and to one another. Therefore 
the ancient prophets, ſpeaking of theſe peaceful times 
when Meſſiah ſhould reign, have collected the moſt ſtrik- 
ing and amiable images of peace that can well be conceiv- 
ed. They talk of nations beating their ſwords into plough- 
ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning-hooks ;—that arts 
of death and mutual deſtruction ſhall no more be learned 
25 an uſeful ſcience ;—that the. moſt ravenous beaſts ſhall 
be as tame as thoſe with which mankind: are moſt fami- 
liar ;that the moſt invenomed ſerpent ſhall ceaſe to be 
pernicious that bows and ſwords, and ſuch like inftru- 
ments of death, ſhall ceaſe out of the earth, and the odi- 
ous din of battle ſhall be' heard no more. If now theſe 
charming prophecies have not received their full accom- 


are not the native reſult of thy goſpel, but they come from 
the luſts that war in our members. 'To this original may 
they all be traced.— O ſhame to men, who are called 

the Chriſtian name, to act a part ſo unlike their ſacred 
profeſſion, by waging horrid wars with one another, and 
rejoicing in mutual ſlaughter, to make their ſwords drunk 
with blood! Nevertheleſs we, according to his promiſe, 
expect more happy times, when the import of theſe pre- 
ditions ſhall be more fully known, and of the increaſe of 
Whis government and peace there ſhall be no end. For here 
indeed the order is inverted in Solomon and his antitype. 
Whereas the beginning of Solomon's adminiſtration was tlie 
Wnoſt peaceable part of it, the latter end of the Meſſiah's 
Weovernment ſhall be the moſt ſerene and happy period. 
To paſs over the foreign match of the Iſraelitiſi mo- 


entile church to the fellowſhip of Jeſus Chriſt; we ſhall 
only take notice of the magnificence of Solomon's build- 
ng. He was pitched upon by the great God to build an 


ructure was reared at an immenſe: charge, The work- 
| G 3 men 


pliſhment, our wars and fightings, O Prince of peace! 


arch, which ſome have ſuppoſed a prelude of calling the 


ouſe for his name; and, under his direction, that ſacred 
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is the firſt time we read of a prophet ſent to reform 


men were foreigners, and many of the materials fetche 
from abroad. The ſtones being all prepared and fitted u 
each other before-hand, the noiſe of hammers was ud 
heard as the building advanced. Who knows not, tha 
the ancient temple was a figure of the church which is hi 
body? Chriſt Jeſus is the true Solomon, who builds thi 
holy and beautiful houſe, not with dead, but. with living 
ſtones, which are hewed by the law, and poliſhed by the 
goſpel ; and being thus fitly framed, they become a ſir; 
tual building, and grow into an holy temple in the Lord, 
Even fingers of the Gentiles are employed in this honour. 
able work of building up the church; and of them it my 
be ſaid, © Ye are God's building.” (1 Cor. iii. 9.) The 
doctrine of the apoſtles and prophets is the foundation, 
and Jeſus Chriſt himſelf the chief corner-ſtone. | 


— — ¶ ö — — 
XIII. The Hiftory of Jo NA. 


"P HE compariſon which our Lord was pleaſed to make 
of himſelf and the prophet Jonah, when an evil and 
adulterous generation fought after a fign from heaven 
forbids us to paſs over in filence this ſhort, but ſtrang 
hiſtory, which is doubtleſs one of theſe paſſages in the 
Old Teſtament to which the apoftle refers, when te 

aks of Chriſt's dying for our fins, according to the 
criptures, and being buried and riſing again the third 
day, according to the ſcriptures : © For, as Janas ws 
« three days and three nights in the whale's belly, ſo ws 
the Son of man three days and three nights in the hear 
of the earth.“ (Matt. xii. 40.) | 

That we may have the fuller view of the reſemblance 
let us briefly xecollect what we are told of this prophet 
in the book denominated from him. He is charged witt 
a commaſhon by the great God to denounce the ven 
geance of Heaven againſt the great and ſinful city Nine- 
veh, the metropolis of the mighty Aſſyrian empire. Thu 
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Gentile nation; and doubtleſs was a prelude of his grant. 
ing to the Gentiles in future times repebtance unto _ 
| f g 
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lt vas God who commanded, and the prophet ought. to 
to have been all ſubmiſſion. But as Simon the ſon of Jo- 
« nas long after diſputed the command of God, when he 
Avas ſent for the firſt time to preach unto the Gentiles z 
is ſo Jonas, though a prophet of the Lord, who ought to 
is have known better things, reſolves to play the fugitive, 
ne Wand, like Cain, to go out from the ee 65. of the Lord, 
he and be an exile from the church where God was worſhip- 
u W ped, expecting to hear no more ſuch troubleſome orders 
rd rom above, if he was once on ſome foreign ground. 
i. W He finds at Joppa a ſhip bound for Tarſhiſh ; and think- 
a {Wing it a fair opportunity of carrying his ſcheme in execu- 
he tion, he enters himſelf a paſſenger. But, ye mariners, 
on, WH little did you think what a dangerous cargo you were tak- 
ing on board; for ſoon a tempeſt from the Lord embroils 

the ocean, and death fits threatening on every wave. E- 

very mariner betakes himſelf to his prayers ; but Jonas, 

the cauſe of the ſtorm, is faſt aſleep. He is ſeaſonably 
reproved by the maſter of the ſhip for his untimely ſecu- 

ke WY rity, and earneſtly invited to join with them in calling al- 
an fo upon his God. A good advice to be ſure : but, alas, 
en Jonas's heart condemned him; and though his God was 
nge the God of gods, he had little ground to hope that his 
the prayer would be heard. Alas! the guilty perſon was 
he WW moſt unfit to become a mediator for the reſt of the crew. 
the They rightly judged, that this preternatural ſtorm was 
aii ſent by angry Heaven to puniſh ſome notorious offen- 
weil der; it was put into their hearts to find out by lot, who 
wal he was. And, O ſurpriſing! a profeſſor of the true re- 
eau ligion, and a prophet of the Lord, is fingled out, in a 
crew of Heathen ſailors, as the greateſt ſinner in the 
ſhip. His iniquity, which he thought to have kept a 
profound ſecret, is revealed in the moſt public manner; 
and himſelf is obliged to confeſs his crime at large, that 
being a ſervant and prophet of the God who made hea- 
ven and earth, and the ſea, and the dry land, he had pre- 
ſumed to fly his preſence, and diſobey his poſitive com- 
mand. What ſhall they do? Their cafe ſeems deſperate. 
They aſk his counſel whom they now eſteemed a prophet. 
And, tho' at the expence of his life, he gives them m 

e 
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beſt direction could be thought of—to caſt himſelf forth 
into the ſea, But though he was willing to die, th, 
-natured mariners were not willing to put him 9 
death, till they had exerted their — efforts to ſay; 
themſelves and him. Till at laſt they found their laboy 
vain, and with great reluctance they heaved over-board 
the guilty prophet, having firſt fervently deprecated the 
guilt of his blood. And now at laſt the tempeſt ceaſe 
to roar, and the ſea laid afide its rage, when the criminal 
they demanded was ſurrendered to the ocean; which hat 
ſuch a good effect upon the mariners, as, it is hoped, they 
proved fincere worſhippers of the true God, whom the 
winds and ſeas obeyed, Who would expect to hear of Jo- 
nas any more? But, ſtrange to ſay! a huge fiſh, which the 
eat Creator had commanded to be ready, receives the :. 
Foniſhed prophet into its belly, where he lives three day 
and three nights, 8 by an almighty power, 
In this dreary manſion he finds time to meditate his paſ 
folly, and cry unto the Lord in the language of ſincere 
repentance. And after he had been ſufficiently puniſhed, 
the obedient fiſh returns him ſafe and ſound on the dry 
land on the third day.. The commiſſion is renewed ; and, 
wiſer than before, he obeys ; goes to Nineveh, and preach- 
es the doctrine of repentance ; threatening them with de- 
ſtruction in forty days. The men of Nineveh repent; 
and God alſo delays to ſtrike the blow, and repented hin 
of the evil. 

But what we intend. chiefly to obſerve in the whole of 
this uncommon tranſaction; a greater than Jonas is here 
. pointed forth in his death, burial, reſurrection, and preach- 
ing to the Gentiles... : WA 
ü The caſting forth of Jonah into the ſea, bears no ſmall 
_ reſemblance to the death of Chriſt, though in ſome circum- 

ſtances there is a. conſiderable. difference: for the pto- 
Tx Jonah was, for his own offences, delivered into the 
hands of mariners, who, without being guilty of murder, 
or thirſt after his blood, did, with great reluQtance, throw 
him over-board for their own — lewwaling earneſtly be- 
. feeching that his blood might not be laid to their charge: 
but Jeſus Chriſt being delivered, not for his own, but our of- 


fences, 
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ences, unto the Jews and Gentiles, was taken, crucified 
and flain with wicked hands; while his bloody murderers 
mprecated the direful vengeance of his innocent blood to 
de on them and their children. In other reſpeQs the caſe 
of Chriſt and Jonas was more alike, With his own conſent 
the prophet is caſt forth « wh the ſea, after he had acknow- 
ledged that himſelf was t 

was ſent, and whom the angry ocean demanded; ſo Jeſus 
Chriſt laid down his life in the moſt voluntary manner, and 
boldly offered himſelf to the multitude who were ſent to ap- 
prehend him, ſaying, I am the man whom ye ſeek; and if 
« ye ſeek me, let theſe go their way.” (John xviii.8.) And 
as the ſufferings of the prophet, who was plunged into the 
ocean, were attended with the moſt happy conſequences, 
the ſtilling of the tempeſt, the preſervation of their lives, 
and, as is hoped, the ſalvation of their ſouls ; even fo, when 
Jeſus the Son of God expired on the croſs, this event, tho? 


effects, appealing the tempeſt of God's anger, and ſaving 
from deſt ruction the many for whom he gave his life a ran- 

ſom, ſome of whom were the inſtruments of his death. 
His lodging in the belly of the fiſh three days and nights, 
moſt certainly correſponds to the burial of our Redeemer 
in the grave, a part of three natural days. Never did that 
monſter of the deep ſwallow ſuch a morſel before. Nor did 
ever the grave encloſe ſuch a priſoner as Jelus was, Jonah, 
it is true, was not really dead, as Chriſt was, when in the 
heart of the earth; but as that diſmal place of darkneſs and 
corruption did much reſemble the gloomy horrors of the 
loathſome grave, and is even ſtiled the belly of hell by the 
prophet himſelf; perhaps the circumſtance of Jonah's be- 
Ing alive in that living ſepulchre, may put us in mand, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the living God, even when he was a dead 
man : for, O death ! you was able indeed to rend his ſoul 
and body from one another, but neither ſoul nor body 
were diſſevered from his divine perſon. And as Jonah re- 
ceived no harm in that horrible priſon, . (which was mi- 
raculous, if we confider the ſtrength and heat in the ſto- 
mach of ſo large a creature); ſo Jeſus Chriſt, when lying 
in the grave a pale and bloody corple, ſaw no — 
15 


e man for whoſe cauſe the ſtorm 


in appearance tragical, was productive of the molt bleſſed 
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His caſting forth on dry land, on the third day afte 
his impriſonment, at the commandment of the Lord, an. 
ſwers to the reſurrection of the Son of God, who, at the 
commandment of his Father, was on the third day take 
from priſon and from judgment. When Jonah was ſave{ 
from the fiſh, he was alſo ſaved from the ſea, reviſiting 
at once the light of day and the dry land. When Chr 
was reſcued from the grave, he at the ſame time emerge 
from under thoſe billows of his Father's wrath, which all 
paſſed over his head. It was not poſſible that Jonah 
ſhould be detained in his ugly dungeon, when the Lord 
ſpake unto the fiſh. It was not poſſible that Chriſt ſhould 
be held by the cords of death longer than the appointed 
time; and he may truly ſay, Thou haſt brought up ny 
« life from corruption, O Lord my God.” (Jonah ii. 6.) 
Nevertheleſs in all things Jeſus muſt have the pre-em 
nence, and we muſt certainly acknowledge, that ** a great. 
« er than Jonas is here.” (Mat. xii. 41.) For, heren 
Jonas did not contribute in the leaſt towards his own re. 
ſtoration, but would have for ever continued in that me. 
lancholy priſon, if he had not been miraculouſly deliver. 
ed from it; our Redeemer, on the other hand, as he had 
power to lay down his life, ſo he had power to take it a- 
gain. The fiſh that ſwallowed Jonah might, for ought 
we know, receive as little harm by the prophet, as the 
prophet by the fiſh ; but, O grave, Jeſus was thy deftruc- 
tion. This hungry monſter had gorged all the race of 
Adam, and never ſaid, It is enough.” (Prov. xxx. 15.) 
Never any deſcended into the grave but it was able to di- 
geſt them, till Jeſus Chriſt died, and was buried. This 
grand devourer ſnatching the bait of his human body, was 
not aware of the hook of his divinity, and was forced to 
ſurrender her prey, having received ſuch a deadly wound 
as never ſhall be healed. 

His preaching to the Ninevites, and ſaving them from 
imminent deſtruction, correſponds to Jeſus Chriſt's preach- 
ing to the Gentiles by his apoſtles after his refurrec- 
tion from the dead. For the gracious defign of preſery- 
ing a guilty city, by turning them from their evil ways, 
was the prophet preſerved in the monſter's belly, _ * 
| vilite 
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ited the light on the third day. And for the ſame mer- 
iful purpoſe was Jeſus raiſed from the dead, to fave a 
ity world from death, and to bleſs them, in turning e- 
ery one of them from their iniquities.—'The belief thoſe - 
dor Gentiles gave to the threatening prophet, and their 
jeedy repentance, was it not a prelude of that quick re- 
eption the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould meet with a- 
zong them that were aliens from the commonwealth of 
ſrael! On this occaſion the prophet ated a moſt unwor- 
yy part, and evidenced a greater regard to his own re- 
utation, than the ſalvation of his hearers. Sure never 
jan ſuited his name worſe; for he is liker a vulture than 
dove. In this Jonah is not a type of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ept over Jeruſalem, not becauſe they repented, but be- 
wſe they repented not, and knew not the things that 
longed to their eternal peace. On this account, as well 
| thoſe formerly mentioned, we may truly ſay, that a 
greater than Jonas is here.“ (Mat. xii. 41.) 
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I. The Vifon of Jacob's Lani. 


N the multitude of dreams there wants not divers van. 
ties; yet God is alſo in ſleep ; and has conveyed to the 

an mind notices of the laſt importance in a dream, in 

a viſion of the night, when deep ſleep falleth upon men, 
in ſlumberings upon the bed: ſo great is that power he ha 
over us, both when we wake, and when we ſleep, 4 
pregnant inſtance of this we have in Jacob's night-viſior 
which God granted unto him in Bethel, to fanny « drooj 
ing heart, when he wandered ſolitary, an exile from hi 
father's houſe, to avoid the reſentment of his brother. The 
ſun was ſet, and the lonely traveller not being able to reac 
the next town, or on ſome other account, not known te 
us, reſolves for one night to make the great God his land 
lord, the earth his bed, the ſtones his Yolfter, and the ci 
nopy of heaven his covering; for though he was delicate 
brought up by his fond mother, whoſe darling child he 
was, the tender uſage he received had not ſo far unman 
ned him, as to betray undue ſoftneſs and effeminacy ; for 
upon this occaſion, he could put up with very coarſe ac 
commodation. There is no doubt his working min 
would be fertile of melancholy thoughts, as he lay thi 
in the open air, expoſed to the chill damps of the nigh 
and other dangers. Perhaps he might compare his dilm 
ſolitude with the happier lot of Eſau, who was enjoy 
himſelf at home with his father. Who knows but WW 
might begin to think, that the birthright and bleſſing "i 
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as ſo fond of obtaining, were not ſuch great matters, as 
that he needed, for their ſakes, to have expoſed himſelf 
to ſuch hardſhips as he preſently felt, and might ſtill ex 
pet to meet with? But if any ſuch penſive thoughts diſ- 
turbed his mind, they are ſoon chaſed away by te wel- 
come approach of ſleep, and the delightful viſion he ſaw, 
together with the friendly words he ſeemed to hear from 
the mouth of God himſelf: for © he dreamed, and behold, 
n ladder, the top of it reached to heaven, and the foot 
* of it was ſet upon the earth: and behold the angels of 
„God aſcending and deſcending upon it. And behold, 
the Lord ſtood above it;“ (Gen. xxviii. 12, 13.) not 
filent but ſpeaking words full of inexpreſlible 3 | 
The meaning of this emblem is the preſent ſubject of our 
thoughts : and perhaps it will be found, on a nearer in- 
ſpection, both to repreſent the myſtery of providence, and 
of redemption. 

And, firſt, It was a viſion of providence, and might be 
ntended to ſuggeſt to the patriarch's mind the 3 


ro ömportant and N truths. That though G 

op be in the heights above, he forgets not the affairs of mor- 

1 u tals below, as though the interpoſing clouds could veil 
thera from his ſight, or the huge diſtance of heaven and 


earth could be an objection againſt his ſuperintending care. 
That though he is able, by himſelf alone, to govern 


e whatever; yet he is pleaſed to uſe the miniſtry of angels, 


aten which walk invifibly through the earth, and are continu- 
d ally paſſing from heaven to earth, to fulfil the pleaſure of 


maW]:znovan, and from earth to heaven, to receive the com- 
mands of their eternal Sovereign. That the regards of 
e acprovidence, and the kindly offices of theſe ſpiritual crea- 
mini ures, are not confined to large ſocieties, and the grand 
evolutions that happen in the world, but are even extend 
d to the moſt private intereſts of every individual; for 
one but. Jacob was preſent in the place where the ladder 
oyugW<cmed to ſtand. And laſtly, That the divine provi- 
ut WWW ence exerciſes the moſt tender care, when one's fitua- 
ion is moſt deplorable, deſtitute, and aſRiQtive ; for Jacob 
aw this viſion when bis head was ly ing hard, and his heart 
; 11 perhaps 
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perhaps tormented with anxious care; when he was leay. 
ing a kind mother, a * father, and the place where 
he was born and educated; uncertain of the reception be 
would meet with from his relations, or if he ſhould ever 
{ee his dear parents any more. But as his affliction abound. 
ed, his ll did much more abound. 

But, perhaps, we ſhall not think amiſs, though we 
conſider this emblematical ladder as a figure of the Mel. 
fiah himſelf, who is the blefled medium of communication 
between Heaven and earth ;—the way without whom ng 
man comes to the Father; — and the one Mediator between 
God and man. We can ſcarcely find a better explicatio 
of what, Chriſt himſelf promiſed to Nathanael, that Iſrael. 
ite indeed, Hereafter ye ſhall ſee the heaven open, and 
* the angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon the 
Son of man,” (John i. 51.) than by comparing it with 
this wonderful ladder, which he ſeems to hint was hin- 
ſelf. And there is no contemptible analogy. For, firſ, 
Whereas the foot of this ladder was on earth, and the top 
reached to heaven; this may both repreſent what is the 
conſtitution of his perſon, and what are the bleſſed fruits 
of his mediatorial interpoſition. As the ladder ſeemed to 
unite the heaven and earth, the moſt diſtant extremes; 
ſo the perſon of Immanuel unites the human nature and 
the divine, though the diſtance between them is infinite- 
ly great. And as the ladder opened a path from God to 
man, and from man to God, by reaching from heaven to 
earth ; ſo the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt has paved a way 
both for the approach of the Deity to ſinners, that he 
may dwell with them, and for the acceſs of finners unto 
God, that they may dwell with him, and have ther 
converſation in heaven. O merciful- and faithful High 
Prieſt, by thy incarnation and ſatisfaction, a friendly cor- 
reſpondence is eſtabliſhed between the heaven and earth; 
for thou haſt laid thy hand upon us both, and art thyſell 
our new and living way to everlaſting bliſs, and the chan- 
- Whereas 
the angels of God were ſeen to aſcend and deſcend upon 
the ladder : this may both ſignify, that in Jeſus Chriſt an- 
gels and men ſhall be united in one ſociety ; and that by 
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Jeſus Chriſt they are upheld from falling, and ſupported 
in their happy ſtate. Were they not the friends of men, 
why ſhould they be repreſented as running on our errands ? 
Were they not confirmed and ſupported by Jeſus our 
Mediator, why ſhould ſpiritual beings, and winged meſ- 
ſeugers, be ſaid to aſcend and deſcend upon the Son of 
man, as on a ladder ? Whereas the Lord ſtood above 
this ladder, and from its top ſpoke good and comfortable 
words to his ſervant Jacob, confirming the gracious cove- 
ant made with his fathers ; is not this a clear intimation, 
cen hat God is in Chriſt rconciling the world unto himſelf, 
onfirming his covenant, and uttering his gracious promiſe, 
ps well pleaſed in his beloved Son? Whereas Jacob 
alone was at the foot of the ladder, on whole top the 
Lord ſeemed to ſtand ; might not this been conſidered by 
he adoring patriarch after he awoke, as a comfortable 
ntimation, that the glorious perſon who was ſignified 
dy the viſion, ſhould ſpring out of his loins, and be made 
pf his ſeed according to the fleſh, as the true poſſeſſor of 
he birthright, and inheritor of the patriarchal bleſſhng ? 
And, laitly, Whereas he ſaw but one ladder, - ſeſus 
| to Chriſt is the alone Mediator, without whom the Father 
es; comes to no man, and no man comes to the Father, 


II. The Vifion of the BuxninG Bus. 


HE laſt emblematical viſion was ſeen in a night-dream 
by Jacob; but that which we are now to conſider 
vas ſhewed unto Moſes in the day-time, when he was broad 


ie awake. This future lawgiver, was now of a prince in E- 
gh gypt, become a thepherd in Midian; and as it was the 
cor. urpoſe of God to lend him to Pharaoh with a commiſſion 
= o demand the releaſe of his opprefled people, he was 
le I 


pleaſed to grant him an illuſtrious manifeſtation or prodi- 
py, to rouze his attention to what God ſhould ſpeak ; 
and to preſage the ſucceſs of his negociation, and his own 
future dignity. At the time when he ſaw the heaveuly vi- 
on, he was tending the tiock of Jethro, as honeſt induſtry, 
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and the moderate exerciſe of the thoughts about the lay. 
ful affairs of the world, is no obſtruction to divine con. 
munications. And the place in which he received it ma 
alſo be worthy our notice: he led his flock to the back. 
ſide of the deſart, and came to the mountain of God, eve 
to Horeb; for ſolitude and retirement from the hurry of the 
world, has always been a friend to holy meditation, and in. 
tercourſe with God. So Moſes found on this occaſion: for 
the Angel of the Lord, not a created angel, but the uncre. 
ated Angel of the covenant, who aſſumed to himſelf the 
high title of the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob;" 
(Exod, iii. 6.) and, I am Trar Ian,” (ver. 14.) and 
who required of Moſes the tokens of the moſt profound 
reſpect, and religious ſubjection ;—to be ſhort, the Mel. 
ſias himſelf appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the 
midſt of a buth ; and behold, the buſh burned with fire, 
yet was not conſumed.” (ver. 2.) The novelty of the 
ſight induced him to ſatisfy his curioſity by a nearer ap- 
proach; but he was ſtopt ſhort by the voice of God, 
which ſufficiently explained the prodigy. 

Should i now he inquized, why the divine Maier cho 
to appear in this manner? Though we could allign no o- 
ther reaſon but his ſovereign-pleaſure, it were ſufficient, 
But moſt generally, the appearances and manifeſtations of 
the Deity, in that age of types, were vouchſafed in ſuch : 
manner, as to * ſome hidden myſtery, or import. 
ant doctrine of the goſpel. They who think, that the 
flame of fire might ſignify the pure and ſpiritual nature ot 
God, who appeared in it, of which no ſimilitude can be 
made, are certainly not miſtaken, And it is alſo not un- 
fitly obſerved, that the burning buth may repreſent the 
ſtate of Iſrael at that time, who were intangled in the 
thorny buſh of adverſity, and encompaſſed with the fire of 
affliction, in which they were like to be conſumed. But 
let us draw near, and conſider with Moſes this great fight 
with a cloſer attention; and perhaps it will be found a 


in the buſh, and of the church which is his body, in e- 
very age of the world. | 
And, firſt, It ſeems very probable that this was a poly 
| ve 
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w. Nre viſion both of the future incarnation and ſufferings of 
u. leſus Chriſt.—That the buſh may repreſent his human na- 
ure, is not unlikely, eſpecially as the 2 Eſaias com- 


k- N ares him to a tender plant, and root out of a dry ground, in 
en Nerhich, to the eye of ſenſe, no form, comelineſs, or beauty, 
he mould be found. —— That the flame of fire may adumbrate 
in. Wis divine nature, will be no leſs evident, when we conſi- 


tor Wkier how often the fiery element, is, in the ſcripture tile, 
te. In emblem of the Deity ; yea, it is expreſsly ſaid, * Our 
tie . God is a conſuming fire.“ (Heb. xii. 29),—— That 
; he union of the flame of fire with the buſh may denote 
and he union of the Godhead and the manhood, is not at all 
und Wbſurd to ſuppoſe : for, why thould Moſes, in his dying be- 
le. Whediction, be directed to ſpeak of the“ -will of him 
the WWF that dwelt in the buſh?“ (Deut. xxxin. 1.) 

re, May it not ſignify, that the continuance of the flame of 
the re in the buſh for a ſhort time, was a type of the fulneſs 
ap- f the Godhead dwelling for ever in the man Chriſt Je- 
s As the buſh was in the fire, and the fire was in the 
uh ; yet ſtill they were diſtin& things, though joined 
hus in one: even fo, the man Chriſt legs is in the God, 
nd the God is in the man, though both theſe natures, ſo 
ay ſteriouſly united, do ſtill retain their own diſtin& pro- 


s off@<rties. And if Moſes was ſtruck with admiration, that 
hae buſh was not conſumed, though in ſuch near neigh- 
ort. Wourhood with ruddy flame; much more may we be o- 
the Mer vhelmed with amazement, to think how a portion of 
e of vr frail humanity lives for ever in a Rate of the neareſt 
a be Wpproach unto,” and moſt ineffable union with the glori- 


us Godhead, in whoſe unveiled preſence we mortals could 
ot live, and even the angels cover their faces with their 
ings, —Here alſo may be diſcerned a ſhadow. of thoſe 
ful ſufferings by which the Son of God was to expiate 
ur fm, For the wrath of God is every where in ſcrip- 
re compared to fire, the moſt fierce and dreadful of all 
e inanimate creatures, which, with ſevere impartiality, 
vours all combultible things. Who of all the human _ 


n e- ee could dwell with this devouring element? Far leſs 
duld any abide with the everlaiting burnings of the Al- 
relu-MW'ghty's indignation, But Jeſus Chriſt, who dwelt in 
five H 3 - the 
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the buſh, dwelt alſo with'theſe fierce flames; and though 
he endured the wrath of God, which flamed moſt intenſe. 
ly againſt him, as he bore the fins of many, though he 
was compaſled by this fire all the days of his humbled life; 
yet he was not conſumed, becauſe his deity, like the An. 
gel in the buſh, ſupported his humanity, and bade him 
be a glorious conqueror, - 

From the ſufferings of the Head, let us deſcend to the 
ſufferings of the body, who are predeſtinated to be con. 
formed to his image. Let the buſh be an emblem of the 
church, to which it may be compared on account of its 
weak, obſcure, and contemptible ſtate, in the eſteem of 
worldly men, who are taken with nothing but what das. 
zles the eye of ſenſe. For though there 1s a real glory, 
and a ſpiritual magnificence, in this holy ſociety, ſhe can- 
not compete with earthly kingdoms in outward ſplendour, 
any more than a buſh in the wilderneſs can vie with a ce- 
dar in Lebanon; for beſides the paucity of her true mem- 
bers, they are commonly to be found rather in ſmoaky 
cottages than proud palaces; and ſometimes they have 
been Found in priſons, dungeons, dens, and caves of the 
earth, Let the fire in which the buth burned, ſignify the 
fiery trials to which the church has been no ſtranger in all 
ages. Sometimes ſhe has burned in the fire of 2 
and ſometimes of diviſion. But as the buſh was not con- 
ſumed, ſo neither ſhall the church be finally deſtroyed.— 
In vain ſhall the great red dragon perſecute this woman 
cloathed with the ſun, and watch to devour her offspring; 
for a place is prepared for her in the wilderneſs by the 
great God, and there no neceflary proviſion ſhall be want 
mg. How many times have bloody and deceitful men 
conipired her deſtruction? When were incendiaries want. 
ing to fament and kindle thoſe fires, which, without fit 
immediate interpoſition of the Keeper of [frael, would 
certainly have waited unto deſtruction, and completed the 
utter extinction of this humble buſh ? What fociety, but 


a hating world? Where are now the mighty empires 0 
antiquity ? They are but an empty name, live only in bil 
tory, having fallen to pieces, by their own weight, of 

eel 
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en cruſhed by bloody war.-—But the church of Chriſt, 


ough ſhe has undergone many revolutions, remains, and 
ill remain, when the conſumption determined by the 
ord of hoſts ſhall come upon all the earth, 
n- Aſk you the reaſon? The Angel of the Lord is in the 
im Puch, and though perſecuted, ſhe is not forſaken; there- 
ore ſhall the fiery trials, inſtead of conſuming her, ſerve 
he o refine her, and add unto her glory, as the buſh was 
n. Waly brightened by the flame. 
he Does not the famous hiſtory of the three Hebrew wor- 
its hies, who by faith quenched the violence of fire, atteſt this 
rhole matter in the molt literal ſenſe ? Nebuchadnezzar, 
he mighty king, takes it into his head to erect a monſtrous 
golden image, to be worſhipped by all his numerous ſubjects. 
he dedication of this new god 1s celebrated by a prodi- 
vious concourle of people, who by the king's proclamation, 
aſſembled in the plains of Dura. A ſevere edict is iſſued 


forth againſt any perſon who ſhould refuſe to pay religious 
iky {Wb omage to the molten deity. He mult be caſt alive into 


ave a burning fire: for was it ever heard, that cruelty and idola- 
the try were ſeparated ? The noiſe of every muſical inftrument 
the is the ſignal for beginning the deteſtable rites of adoration, 
al What a parade to eſtabliſh this filly ſuperſtition! And 
ion WW now the muſic ſounds, ſee how the fooliſh people fall down 
-0n- in adoration to a ſenſeleſs ſtatue ! Yet are there found a- 
.- nong the captives of Judah, who dare diſpute the royal 
nan order. O faith, how dott thou extend thy triumphs ! 
ng; Who can ſufficiently admire the excellent ſpirit, and the 
the undaunted reſolution of theſe heroes! They ſtand before 
ant· ſovereign and angry majeſty; they ſee the vaſt pomp of 
men his courtiers; they hear the ſonorous peals of the muſic 
ant · I {ent from a thouſand inſtruments; they behold the prodi- 
rei £10us furnace gleaming to the clouds; yet are they not ap- 
palled by any, by all of theſe things, ſo apt to ſtrike ter- 
ror into vulgar minds, but deſpiſe them as ludicrous and 
puerile. They boldly tell the king, That the God they 
adored, was able to deliver them from his furnace, if he 
pleaſed; and though he ſhould not, they woul not com- 
ply to worſhip another god. The muſic that reſounded 
through all the ſpacious plain, was not half A as 

their 
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their anſwer to the king's menaces. The enraged tyra 
orders, and, without delay, they are caſt bound hand and 
foot into the burning flame. But mark the amazing event! 
A marvellous thing is preſented to the eyes of the king, 
| : for, looking narrowly, he beholds not three men melting 
N but four men walking in the fire, and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God. Theſe ſervants of the Lord were 
not aſhamed of him, nor is he aſhamed of them, but de. 

ſcends in a bodily ſhape, (a prelude of his incarnation) 

looſes their fetters, makes a covenant for them with the 

flames of fire, and walking with them openly in the fur. 

nace, proclaims to all ſpectators, ** In as much as ye have 

q done it unto theſe my brethren, ye did it unto me.“ 
'K (Matth. xxv. 40.) Go now, mighty monarch, and glory 
in thy deſpotic ſway ; but remember there is a King more 
ſovereign than thou,. who can make the flames of fire 
1 the morning-light ; who can bid that fierce 
and dreadful element ſpare them whom thou biddeſt it to 
devour, though in the very heart of the oven; and de- 
ſtroy them whom thou wiſheſt ĩt would not touch, though 
ſtanding without, — Thus wherein any deals proudly, God 
is above them. The king, and all his counſellors, ſee 
with their eyes this extraordinary miracle, and that the 
faithful ſervants of God had not received. the leaſt damage 
by the fire, and are aſhamed for their envy to the peo- 
ple. Thus was the promiſe fulfilled, When thou walk- 
*« eſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burned ; neither 
* ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” (Iſa. xliii. 2.) And 
ſo the buſh, though burning, is not conſumed in the fire, 


III. The PrILAR of CLoud and FIRE. 


TH E ſojurners of Goſhen were now eſcaped from the 
land of Egypt, and about to enter into the vaſt wil- 
derneſs of Arabia, that interpoſed betwixt them and the 
promiſed land. The Lord, who makes the clouds his 
chariots, and darkneſs his pavilion, was pleaſed to go 
before them in a marvellous pile of cloudy vapours, re- 
ſembling a pillar, aſcending from their camp. 1 5 

welt, 
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telt, not for a ſhort time, as in the buſh, but for the 
ace of forty years. A moſt extraordinary thing to be 
Ire it was; aud none of the leaſt of the {tarding mira- 
es, which he ſhewed to the choſen ſeed. The bee. of 
is ſtrange phenomenon was ſpread abroad among the 
ations, who heard that the cloud of the Lord ſtood a- 
pye them, and might very well be ſuppoſed to move the 
e queſtion, © Who is this that comes up from the wil- 
derneſs ike pillars of ſmoke ??? (Cant. iii. 6.) For this 
loud differed ſo much from all others that ever were ſeen, 
it may juſtly be reckoned a complication of miracles. 
was miraculous, that its form was never changed, when 
ere is nothing more variable than the appearance of the 
dinary clouds that ſail through the airy regions. It was 
icaculous, that it ſhould always maintain its ſation o- 
er the tabernacle, when other clouds are carried about 
ith tempeſts, and driven with fierce winds from the one 
xtremity of heaven to the other. It was miraculous, that 
ſhould preſerve its conſiſtency forty years; whereas all 
her clouds are diſſipated by the wind, exhaled. by the 
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e blotted from the face of the ſky. It was miraculous, 
hat this cloud ſhould move in ſuch peculiar direction, as 
t had been endued with inſtinct and intelligence; for it 
as carried about by his counſels in a more immediate way 
han can be ſaid of the other clouds of heaven. But eſpe- 
ally it was miraculous, that contrary to the nature of all 
ther clouds, it ſhould be brighter by night than by day, 
hen it had the appearance of the ſhining of a flaming fire. 

As to the particular meaning of this cloud wherewith 
he Lord covered his Iſrael, not in his anger, but in his 
ove ; it was without all doubt a viſible ſymbol of a pre- 
ent deity : God hereby condeſcending to adapt himſelf, as 
a many other things, to the rude taſte of that ancient peo- 
le, and perhaps to ſignify the dark and cloudy nature of 
he legal diſpenſation under which they were. But the 
principal reaſon I would ſuggeſt is the following. His 


appearing to Iſrael in a veil of cloud, might be a prelude 


df his appearing in a veil of fleſh, What though we ſhould 
ay this pillar of cloud and fire is an emblem of that glo- 
| | rious 
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can we ſuppoſe that great and precious promiſe made to 


great was the regard they paid to all its motions, which 
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rious perſon in whom the brightneſs of divinity is j |; 
with the darkneſs of humanity ? For as there were 
two pillars, the one of cloud, and the other of fire, 
one pillar both of cloud and fire; fo there' are not ty, 
perſons of Immanuel, the one God, and the other may 
but one perſon, who is both God and man. An adorahl, 
myſtery this! ſtrange indeed, and beyond meaſure uz. 
priſing! but it is ſo far from being only a vain ſpeculz 
tion, that it is deſervedly eſteemed a fundamental articl; 
of the Chriſtian faith; and truly, without admitting it, 
the ſcriptures themſelves will be darker than this cluu 
ever was to the Egyptians, 
John, the beloved apoſtle, and great New-Teſtamert 
prophet, who ſaw the viſions of God, and who talks ir 
many places in the Old-Teſtament dialect, ſpeaks of: 
lorious Angel ariſing out of the eaſt, who certainly wa 
hriſt himſelf, he was clothed with a cloud: and his feet 
were as pillars of fire. A deſcription which might ver 
probably allude to this ſame eloud and fire. But if we 
take a more particular ſurvey of the uſes for which i 
ferved in the wilderneſe, we thalt fee with what admiral 
propriety they all may be affirmed of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
indeed was the Angel that reſided in the cloud, and i 
that unto his church in every age, in their bewildere 
ſtate, which the cloud was to the twelve tribes, till they 
reached the earthly Canaan. In whom but Jeſus Chril 


the univerſal church to have received its accompliſhment, 
„And the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place d 
% mount Zion, and upon all her. aſſemblies, a cloud and 
© ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by 
„ night : for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence?“ (Ila 
iv. 5.) What then were thoſe uſes for which this cloud 
ſerved the Iſraelites ? 

It was their guide that went before them in the vaſt path 
leſs deſart, where they wandered in a ſolitary way. 80 


they continually watched, that when it moved they truck 
their camp at any hour of the day or of the night ; when 


it balted, they pitched. their tents, and there abode til 
it 
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next remove, whether the time was ſhort or long. The 
ies and ſeaſons of their marching were not, as in other 
nies, adjuſted by their councils of war, nor left to the 
tn {WW ulation even of Moſes himſelf; for God put them 
holly in his own power. However, it would appear, 
abet its motions were properly timed, and mercifully pro- 
{i WWrtioned to the ſtrength of the weak, and the conveni- 
uz Mey of all. Nor did it ever leave them, for all their pro- 
tice cations in the wilderneſs, till they arrived at the land 
g it What flowed with milk and honey. Juſt ſuch a general, 
louWWerring, gentle, and perpetual guide is Jeſus Chriſt, by 
s example, word, and Spirit, to all the travellers for the 
tter country through the wilderneſs of this world; for 
it is not in man that walks to direct his ſteps,” (Jer. x, 
z.) by his own wiſdom, in the way that leads to life, 
ho can recount the wanderings of miſerable ſinners, till 
ſus Chriſt was given a leader and a commander tothe peo- 
venfge He it is who teaches to profit, and leads in the way 
herein we ſhould go. Nor is it poſſible that any ſhould 
ils eternal glory, who walk after him in the wilderneſs, 
bnforming themſelves to the dictates of his holy word, 
ith the ſame care as the Iſraelites obſerved the motions 
the, miraculous cloud. —Q ye followers of the Lamb, 
erel u ſhall not err under the conduct of your celeſtial guide; 
they ſhall be led for ch in the way that is right, even where 
hrilere is no way, till you come to the city of habitation ! 
e tot was their guard that protected them, when their E- 
ent, WW ptian purſuers were preſſing on their rear; for it re- 
e H oved on that occaſion from their van, and went behind 
and em, forbidding by its darkneſs the approach of the ho- 
by ile army all that night on which they travelled through 
(Tha. e flood on foot, On this occaſion, we are told, that the 
loud Ford looked through the pillar, and troubled the Egyp- 
an hoſt at the hour of midnight. The waters ſaw thee, 
ath-Wl O God; the waters ſaw thee : they were afraid: the 
$00 decps alſo were troubled, The clouds poured out wa- 
5 ter, the ſkies ſent out a ſound: thine arrows went a- 
broad. The voice of thy thunder was in the heavens ; 
thy lightenings lightened the world, the earth trembled 
and ſhook, Thy way was in the ſea, thy path in the 
© mighty 
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© mighty waters, and thy footſteps were not known. Thy 
© leddeſt thy people like a flock, by the hand of My 
© and Aaron.” (Pal. Ixxvii. 16,—20.) Such is thy 
protection Jeſus affords to his militant people, who being 
reſcued from the bondage of fin, are marching forwardi 
their goodly inheritance. Though Satan, with his infer 
hoſt, like the tyrant of Egypt, purſues after them, ay 
fondly thinks to reclaim the lawful captives, the glory, 
the Lord becomes their rear-ward, Jeſus is unto then for 
walls and bulwarks, forbidding the approach of mor 
danger. He is their hiding-place, in whom they are pi 
ſerved, like Iſrael in the cloud, being kept by the pont 
of God, through faith unto ſalvation. 

It was their candle that enlightened their darknek 
that ſmoothed the rugged brow of the night, and ſerye 
to abate the horrors of the wilderneſs after the ſun 
ſet; for it reſerved its ſhining appearance to the ſeaſe 
when the Iſraelites were moſt in need of its cheerful | 
ſpect. Nor doſt thou, O thou true Light, ſuit thyſelf t 
the caſe of thy people with leſs eas en. Withoy 
thee this world were a dark place, and, to the eyes of ou 
mind, more diſmal than the dreary wilderneſs would han 
been in the blackeſt night to the Iſraelites, without thei 
kind officious cloud. Bleſſed be God for the ſun, thi 
moon, the ſtars; but more for Jeme Chriſt, who delive 
from the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever; and who, likt 
the cloudy pillar, is always moſt liberal of his lightſone 
manifeſtations, when his people are fitting in the darkne{ 
of adverſity. Houſe of Iſrael, let us walk in this light o 
the Lord, whilſt the way of the wicked, like the way 0 
the Egyptians, is as darkneſs, 

It was their umbrella or ſcreen to ſhade them from thi 
ſultry beams of the ſun in that torrid wilderneſs. A mo 

ateful ſervice ! And whereas an apoſtle ſpeaks ct ou 

athers being baptized in the cloud, it would ſeem, tha 
on ſome occaſions this beneficial cloud refreſhed the | 
raelites, by ſhedding kindly dews upon their camp. 
Jeſus Chriſt is to his people as a refreſhing dew upon tht 
graſs, and as a cloud of the latter rain. Vader his ſha 
; Nor they ft down with the great delight, and * 8 

| eltet 
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elter, from the ſcorching beams both of divine wrath 
nd worldly tribulation, Happy ſouls who have thus 
e Lord for their keeper, and for their ſhade on their 
ight hand. The ſun ſhall not ſmite them by day, nor 
the moon by night :?? (Pſal. cxxi. 6.) even that great 
nd terrible day, which ſhall burn like an oven, will be 
> theſe favoured of the Lord as the times of refreſhing 
rom the preſence of the Lord. 

It was their oracle; for he ſpake unto them in the 
loudy pillar. And it was their ornament ; for he ſpread 
is cloud for their covering, or cloth of ſtate, making 
arkneſs not only his own, but their pavilion. How fitl 
oth theſe may be applied to Jeſus Chriſt, is not difficult 
o ſee. Who but Chriſt is the oracle of his church, in 
hom God ſpeaks unto his people, both as a promiſing 
nd prayer-an{wering God, without whom we would not 
ave heard his voice at any time, but in the language of 
rror ? Who but Chriſt is their ornament, who makes 
hem terrible as an army with banners, and comely as Je- 
uſalem ?—The pillar of cloud and fire was not half ſo a- 
orning to their camp, as is thy gracious preſence to eve- 
y aſſembly and every dwelling-place of mouat Zion, O 
hou glorious Redeemer! Even now thou art the light 
ff the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Iſrael. But 
ow much more when this imperfect ſcene ſhall paſs a- 
ay, and they ſhall know the import of that moſt. graci- 
us promiſe, © The Lord ſhall be thine everlaſting light, 
and thy God thy glory!” (Iſa. lx. 19.) 


ht 0 ——— .. —— 


IV. The Manna in the Wilderneſs. 


E have ſeen how the horrors of the wilderneſs were 
conſiderably abated by their miraculous cloud. But 
oon their proviſion they brought from Egypt is ſpent ; 
ind unleſs ſome new miracle is wrought for them, they 
ave nothing before their eyes but the melancholy proſ- 
dect of oetilhing with hunger. 'The faithleſs multitude, 
orgetting their late deliverance at the Red-ſea, fall to 
nurmuring againſt Moles, * wiſhed they had never ſtir- 

red 
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goſpel. In this interpretation we cannot poſſibly b. 


ſus Chriſt himſelf, who, ſpeaking to his hearers on thi 


their camp 3?” Chriſt is to be found in the viſible churc 
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red from their houſe of bondage. Hall they got why 
they deſerved on this occaſion, the Lord had ſent gt 
from heaven upon them inſtead of food : but God, whoj 
rich iu mercy, choſe to ſtill the frefful murmurs of hi 
firſt-born with the breaſt, rather than the rod. He hid 
the heaven ſupply, by its bounty, what the earth denied h 
its barrennefs ; and without their toil or fweat, gives then 
plenty of bread, even in a land that was not ſown, . 
* rained down manna upon them to eat, ard gave then 
* of the corn of heaven. Man did eat angel's food: he 
„ ſent them meat to the full.” (Pſal. Ixxviii. 24, 2; 
How happy are they who are walking after the Lori 
though in a wilderneſs! It was a convincing proof, thi 
man does not live by bread alone. But God intended, 
this good gift, not only to ſupply their preſent neceſſity 
but alſo to prefigure that ſpiritual meat preſented in 


wrong, when we have no leſs an authority for it than |: 


very ſubject, 1 * „ Moſes gave them not that brei 
* from heaven, but my Father giveth you the true brei 
„from heaven. For the bread of God is he that can 
„ down from heaven, and gives life unto the world. 
„% am the bread of life.” (John vi. 32, 33.)—Havi 
therefore ſuch infallible teſtimony to the general meanin 
of this heavenly food, let us try to find out the princiy 
traces of reſemblance'betwixt it and Jeſus Chriſt. In 
der to this, we ſhall ſhortly attend to the following thin 

Its falling. The manna fell from heaven ;”” Chriſti 
he that comes down from above. It fell round © abo 


and no where elſe—* with the dew when they ſlept; 
'Jeſus Chriſt is purely the gift of God, who deſcends, lik 
dew, upon the graſs, for whom we toil not, ſow not, rea 
not—* when they were in the moſt abſolute need, a 
* ready to periſh;” when we were without ſtrength, 
due time Chriſt died for the ungodly—“ when they we 
not at all deſerving it, but grievouſly finning, by pr 
* ferring the fleſh-pots of Egypt to the proſpeRs of C 
„ naan;“ and Chriſt laid down his life when finners w: 

preferri 
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eferring the pleaſures of fin, and vanities of the world, 
> all the things above. In a word, it fell“ in ſuch __ 
quantities, as to ſuffice that numerous hoſt 3?” in Jeſus 
hriſt there is enough to ſupply every want. 


1 [ts gathering by, all the Iſraelites, may ſignify the im- 
bil ovement, we all ſhould make of the offered: Saviour. It 

ed as gathered every day: ſo Chriſt ſhould be daily im- 
- 


oved by faith. It was gathered in the morning; for 
e muſt de vote the beſt part of our time to the ſeekin 


then face, as it is ſaid, O Lord my God, early will 
eeek thee.” (Pſal. Ixiii. 1.) It was gathered without 
e camp : ſo muſt the ſoul that ſeeks him retire from 
Loe burry of the world; or, to uſe the expreſſion of the 
th cred page, go out into the fields, and lodge in the 
* villages.” (Song xi. 7.) It was gathered a double 
eflity 


ortion on the ſixth, day; but on the ſeventh, which. was 
e Sabbath, they ſtirred not from their tents, but lived 


ly WW what they laid up the day before: ſo in the ſeaſon of 

in eis mortal fe muſt we labour for that meat that endures 

4 everlaſting life, in the believing improvement of the 
red 


ans of grace; and when the eternal Sabbath comes, we 
ll enjoy the hidden manna without meaus, or any pain- 
can endeavours. 
WHT {ts parting among the Iſraelites, ſeems not to be with- 
lavult its meaning. Some gathered leſs, ſome more, in pro- 
eanuhrtion to their ability and diligence, but all received an 
ncichmer (a large allowance) from the common heap. By 
In auch means, as Moſes relates, He that gathered much 
had nothing over,“ becauſe he gave to bim that gather- 
leſs; and“ he that gathered little, had no lack,“ be- 
abafſhuſe he received from him that gathered more. Was 
hurchhe manna parted liberally unto all ? None are ſtraitened 
Jeſus Chriſt:“ They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with 
s, lu che fatneſs of God's houſe; and thou ſhalt make them 
t, reihdrink of the river of thy pleaſures.” (Pſal. xxxvi. 8.) 
Jas the manna equally diſtributed among the Iſraelites 
all believers, of every ſex, of every age, of every na- 
y vn, ſtrong or weak, eminent or obſcure, do equally par- 
7.7 e in the common ſalvation; for all are oxs in Chriſt 
0 us. 
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ground, beaten, and baked, to make it fit for digeſt 


| Chriſt, the true bread, who is deſpiſed and rejected of mt 
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Its preparing in mills, mortars, and pans, where it wy, 


and nouriſhment, may put us in mind of the various (i. 
ferings of Chriſt's body and ſoul. © The bread of Gy 
* 15 he which came down from heaven;“ (John vi. zj 
but ere he could prove the bread of life, he behoved hin. 
ſelf to die. That his fleſh might be meat indeed, he he 
hoved, as it were, to be beaten in the mortar of al. 
verſity, ground in the mill of vindictive juftice, and bak 
ed as in the oven of the wrath of God. | | 
Its taſting ſo ſweet when thus prepared, (for 1t reſen, 
bled the fatneſs of oil, and the luſciouſneſs of honey,) al 
its proving ſo wholeſome and nutritive to all, though d 
different conſtitutions; may it not fignify, that [ew 
Chriſt is to the ſoul both ſweet and wholeſome food, i 
dapted to the taſte of all, of young men, of children, an 
of fathers? And as the manna is Pppoſed to have need. 
ed no other ingredients to make it palatable z no mon 
does Jeſus Chriſt, or the doctrine of his goſpel, need ay 
foreign recommendation to the ſpiritual taſte. * O talk 
and ſee that the Lord is good,“ (Pal. xxxiv. 8.) fan 
the ſweet finger of Iſrael; and in another place, Ho 
* ſweet are thy words unto my taſte; yea, ſweeter tt 
honey to my mouth! (Pſal. cxix. 103.) 
Its putrifying, if kept contrary to God's command, (iv 
what was not uſed to-day, bred worms, and ſtank to- mot 
row,) might not this denote, that when the wholeſome doc 
trines of Chriſt's goſpel are hoarded up in idle ſpeculatio 
without being otherwiſe received in love, or digeſted 1 
ſpiritual nouriſhment, they are ſo far from being the ſavoi 
of life unto life, as they become the ſavour of death und 
death, and breed the worms of various luſts, and a cn 
demning conſcience : on which account it may be 
here, «He that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow, 
Its being deſpiſed by the multitude as light food, | 
which their ſoul was dried away, in compariſon with the 
rank Egyptian fare, renders it a proper emblem of Je 


Though the pure doctrine of Chriſt is like the manna, i 
gels food, (for into theſe things they deſire to pry); | 
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te there found to whom the word of the Lord is a re- 
roach, and they have no delight in it. A romance, a 
philoſophical diſquiſition, a moral declamation, a political 
arangue, is far more grateful than a ſermon, whoſe theme 
a crucified Redeemer. What is this but to prefer the 


7 d(, the melons, the cucumbers, and onions of Egypt, to 
e ehe corn of heaven? For their contempt of this celeſtial 
food, the Lord ſent fiery ſerpents to plague the murmur- 


rs and complainers. Nor do the deſpiſers of Jeſus Chriſt 
xpoſe themſelves to leſs dreadful ſtrokes, though they 


eſe Would not be of a corporeal kind: for © all theſe things 
) a happened unto them for enſamples ; and they are writ- 
gb ag for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 


dare come.“ (1 Cor. x. 11.) 

The preſerving it in a golden pot; where, for a num- 
der of ages, it was depoſited in the moſt holy place, and 
emained without corruption; was it not a repreſentation 
f Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven, where he appears in the 


m 
42 reſence of God, death having no more dominion over 
tue im, and where he will be contained till the time of the 


eſtitution of all things? Why elſe ſhould communion 
ith Chriſt in glory be ſpoken of in terms alluding to this 
ery thing? For thus it is promiſed, To him that over- 
comes, will I give to eat of the hidden manna,” (Rev. 
. 17.) in. the words that the Spirit ſays unto the 
hurches. 


e de The continuance of this heavenly bread for the ſpace 
lation? forty years (for ſo long they were in the wilderneſs), 
ted Moes it not dearly intimate, that Jeſus Chriſt will never 


orſake his people while they are here below? Still ſhall 
he bread of God deſcend in the diſpenſation of the ever- 


a cofflting goſpel, while the neceſſities of his people call for 
e (ale : for ſo he promiſed, when about to depart from the 
row Harth, © Go,” ſays he to his apoſtles, © teach and baptize 
od, all nations: and lo! I am with you always, even to the 
h thay end of the world.” (Mat. xxvili. 19.) 


The ceaſing of the manna upon their taſting the corn 
f Canaan, may it not be viewed as a figure of ordinances, 
heir ceaſing when the wandering tribes ſhall gain their 
romiſed reſt? Or ſhall we ſay, that as their heavenly 
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proviſion failed when they taſted the bread that comes out 
of the earth; ſo when the children of God themſelves be. 
gin to reliſh over-much the things of the earth, they may 
expect that heavenly conſolations will be ſuſpended in pro- 
portion? When they are in worſt terms with the world, 
or when it is unto them as a wilderneſs, and a land not 


| ſown, then truly God is good to Iſrael. Know your mer. 
cy, ye diſtinguiſhed favourites of Heaven ! nor envy their 
happineſs who eat the calves out of the ſtall, and the lambs 
out of the fold, but are not fed with the heritage of Jacob, 
Let the ſenſual voluptuary glut himſelf with the impure 
pleaſures of fin, which, like the little book that John did 
eat, are ſweet in the mouth, but bitter in the belly, and 
to whom we may adapt the ſignificant words of Job, © His 
© meat in his bowels is ena, wy it is the gall of aſps with- 
in him.” (Job xx. 14.) Let the rapacious worldling, 
who is ſmit with the dull charms of gold and filver ; who 
is all hurry, hurry, about the buſineſſes of this tranſitory 
life; let him fill his belly with the hid treaſure of God, 
which never yet did ſatisfy a ſoul immortal. Let the le. 
gal ſelf-juſticiary, who is perhaps called by the name of 
Chriſt, but eats his own bread, and wears his own apparel, 
and truſts to his own righteouſneſs, in whatſoever thape, 
as the ground of his acceptance with God; let him allo 
ſpend his money for that which is not bread, and his la- 
bour for that which ſatisfieth not. But let the Chriſtian 
who knows the gift of God, and the excellency of the 
heavenly proviſion, let him labour not for the meat that 
periſhes, but for the meat that endures unto everlaſting 
life, Hungry and ftarving ſoul, you aſk for bread, the 
world gives you a ſtone; what elſe are worldly riches! 
You aſk a fiſh, the world preſents you with a ſerpent; 
what elſe are ſinful pleaſures? But hearken diligently 
unto him who is himſelf the living bread, * Eat that 
* which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in. fatnebs. 
* Incline your ear, and come unto him; hear, and your 
“ ſoul ſhall live.“ (Ia, lv. 2, 3.) What is a happy old 
age to a happy eternity? This, O Jeſus, is thy unſpeak- 
able gift. He that eats thee by faith, ſhall live for ever. 
He that comes to thee, ſhall never hunger; and what b 
1 mort, 
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more, ſhall never die. O Lord, deny us what thou wilt, 
but give us this bread for evermore. 


...... — —Ui4—— 


V. The Rock in the Wilderneſs. 


« RREAD ſhall be given, them,” ſays the prophetic 

voice; (Iſa. xxxilt. 16.) the proof of this we have 
already ſeen : © Their water ſhall be ſure;“ the proof 
of which we ſhall preſently ſee. For he clave the 
rocks in the wilderneſs, and gave them drink as out of 
the great depths. He brought alſo ſtreams out of the 
„rocks, and cayſed waters to run down like rivers.” 
(Pal. Ixxviii. 15, 16.) What cannot this mighty God 
do, at whoſe command the clouds ſhall yield bread, 
which uſually comes out of the earth, to appeaſe the hun- 


ger of his beloved people; and the rocks ſhall ſend forth + 


water, which uſually falls from clouds, to ſatisfy the 
thirſt of his choſen race? © Tremble, O earth, at the 
« preſence of the Lord, at the preſence of the God of 
« Jacob, who turned the rock into a ſtanding water, and 
the flinty rock into a fountain of water.” (Pſal. cxiv. 
„ 8.) Let us briefly recollect this memorable event, and 

its myſtic ſignification. . | 
The ranſomed tribes are, for the trial of their faith, 
conducted by the Lord, who alone did lead them, to a 
dry and thirſty ſpot in the wilderneſs at the rock Rephi- 
dim, where there was no water to drink, They ought 
to have recollected on this occaſion, that the God who 
brought them here, would moſt certainly extricate them 
from their preſent difficulties, as he had done often be- 
fore, But, O impatience, how abſurd and unreaſonable 
art thou! Inſtead of betaking themſelves to God by 
humble prayer, and quietly waiting for the ſalvation of 
the Lord, they impiouſly demand of Moſes to give them 
water. They reproach him with decoying them out of 
Egypt, where they were living ſo happy, with no other 
delign than to famiſh them in the wilderneſs, In vain 
does this meek and gentle ſervant of God remonſtrate the 
injuſtice and impiety of their outrageous conduct. They 
are 
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are at the yery point of ſtoning their deliverer, and te. 
warding, with cruel death, the good offices he had done 
them. He flies to God as his ſanctuary, and invokes the 
almighty aid, not to revenge the affront offered him by 
the rude multitude, but to relieve them in their preſent 
ſtraits. The prayer is no ſooner made than anſwered, 
He is directed to take with him the elders of Iſrael, and 
the wonder-working rod, with which he ſmote the 
riyers : And behold, I will ſtand before thee there up. 
* on the rock in Horeb, and thou ſhalt ſmite the rock, 
* and there (hall come water out of it, that the people 
„may drink.” (Exod. xvii. 6.) Moſes obeys, and the 
event crowns his wiſhes. But long after, when the peo. 
ple were in Kadeſh, and reduced to the ſame ſtraits they 
were in at Rephidim, the unbelieving race relapſed into 
their old rebellious murmurs. Moſes is directed to near. 
ly the ſame method of relief, but does not acquit himſelf 
with the ſame temper and moderation, For they anger- 
ed him at the waters of ftrife, and provoked his ſpirit ſo, 
that he ſpake unadviſedly with his lips, betraying at the 
fame time, in the preſence of the whole afſembly, his 
own diffidence in the promiſe of Jzxovan : for, being 
commanded to ſpeak unto the rock, and aſſured that it 
would obey his voice, he ſeems to have exceeded his com- 
miſſion, by addreſſing the hoſt in the language of wrath pub 
and doubting, and ſmiting the rock more than once. deſf 
The miracle indeed was wrought, but the worker, though the 
dear to God, ſeverely puniſhed for his offenſive behavi- Lot 
our and unbelief, being involved in the ſame fate, toge- thre 
ther with Aaron, as the reſt of that generation, to die in bat 
the wilderneſs, without entering into the promiſed land. gry 
That more was meant than to give water for their tion 
thirſt, might have been preſumed from the naked hiſtory out 
in Moſes. This God could do without a miracle. He the 
could have opened the bottles of heaven, or led them to cru 
another Elim. Or, if he had choſe the miraculous me- no! 
thod, why ſhould the rock be ſmitten with a rod, to give 
ſtreams in the wilderneſs, and waters in the deſart, while 
God himſelf was ſtanding on its ſummit ? But the great th 
apoſtle of the Gentiles puts it beyond all doubt, and war- (ct 
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rants us to ſay, without faultering, that * this Rock was 
« Chriſt.” (1 Cor. x. 4.) Having therefore ſuch an in- 
fallible guide to our meditation, let us reflect a little 
what was the rock; what was the ſmiting; and what the 
water that iſſued from it, and followed them in the way. 
The rock itſelf might be an emblem of his perſon, in 
whom 1s everlaſting ſtrength, to whom we may fly as a 
refuge, and upon whom we may build as a foundation. 
There is not, perhaps, a metaphor more frequent in the 
book of God than this, God is a rock.” Though never 
once uſed before this remarkable occurrence, yet ſoon af- 
ter it is adopted by Moſes in his dying ſong. 

The ſmiting of the rock might prefigure his ſatisfac- 
tory 3 who was ftricken, ſmitten of God, and 
afflicted; and one of the ſoldiers opened his ſide with a 
ſpear, and there came out blood and water. The rock 
was ſmitten with the rod of Moſes, the type of the law; 
and it was the curſe of the law that ſubjected him to the 
ignominious croſs, who © redeemed us from the curſe of 
* the law, being made a curſe for us.“ (Gal. iii. 13.) 
The rock was. fa 
people of the Jews with noiſe and tumult. So Chriſt was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions at Jeruſalem, the moſt 
public place; and at the paſſover ſolemnity, the moſt 
public time. Then and there he endured the croſs, and 
deſpiſed the ſhame. At the commandment of the Lord 
the rock was ſmitten; and by the commandment of the 
Lord was the Captain of our ſalvation made perfe& 
through ſufferings. It was ſmitten but once with appro- 
bation, and when Moſes ſmote it twice, the Cord was an- 
gry for doing it. Might not this be an oblcure intima- 
tion, that Chriſt, by one offering, ſhould finiſh the work of 
our redemption? for he needed not often to ſuffer from 
the foundation of the world. But whoever they be that 
crucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, they ſhall 
not 7 unpuniſhed. | 

The water that iſſued from the rock, what might it ſig- 
nify ? Shall we ſay, it is an emblem of the glad tidings of 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which are to the diſtreſſed con- 


ſcience, as-cold water to a thirſty ſoul? In vain did the. 


poor 


itten in the preſence of the elders and 
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poor and needy ſeek water to refreſh their troubled minds 
in the legal doctrine of the ſcribes and Phariſees, or in the 
philoſophical diſquiſitions of the Gentile ſages. Still 
their ſoul failed them for thirſt. But“ the Lord heard 
© them, and the God of Jacob did not forſake them," 
(Ifa. xli. 19.) For, in the preaching of the everlaſting 
goſpel, both to the Jews and Gentiles, the charming pro. 
miſe received its accompliſhment in the moſt ample man. 
ner, © I will open rivers in the high places, and ſprings 
in the valleys. I will make the wilderneſs a pool of 
« water, and the dry land ſprings of water. (Ver. 18.) 
© The beaſts of the field ſhall honour me, the dragon and 
© the owl, becauſe I give waters in the wilderneſs, and 
« rivers in the deſart, to give drink to my people, my 
„ choſen.” (Chap. xliii. 20.) Or, ſhall we ſay, that the 
water from the rock is an emblem of the influences of the 
bleſſed Spirit, that, like a river pure as cryſtal, iſſues from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb ? To this refreſhing, 
cleanſing, and prolific element, our Lord himſelf com- 
pares this glorious perſon, when on the laſt day of the 
feaſt, he ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let him 
come unto me and drink. He that believes on me, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. This 
« he ſpake of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
 thauld receive.” (John vii. 379,39.) Or, ſhall we 
ſay, that this water may be an emblem of that precious 
blood of Chrift, which cleanſes from all fin; and ex- 
cept we drink it in a ſpiritual manner, we can have no 
life in us? Or, laſtly, ſhall we fay, that the water that 
iflued from the ſmitten rock did repreſent all the blefl- 
ings of redemption, the ſalutary effects of his ſufferings 
and death ! for to him we may apply what the prophet 
foretels, ** And a man ſhall be as rivers of waters in a 
dry place, and the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.“ (Iſa. xxxii. 2.) 

Theſe waters flowed not till the rock was ſmitten with 
the rod of Moſes. Nor could we have derived theſe 
E benefits from Chriſt, which we do pertake, it he 

ad not ſuffered. The ſtriking of a flint, one ſhould think, 
would rather bring fire than water. 


But it was of the 
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'ord of hoſts, who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent 
n working. Who would imagine, that the Redeemer's 
ufferings, which in themſelves were tragical and melan- 
holy, Should prove fo conſolatory to the believing ſoul 
) Chriſtian, it is thine to extract joy out of ſorrow, hap- 
jineſs out of miſery, glory out of ignominy, life out of 
death, _— theſe _ ſeem as impoſſible as to fetch 
ater from the flinty rock. 

The waters flowed when the rock was ſmitten, not in 
canty meaſure, but in large abundance. The miraculous 
ream was not exhauſted, though many hundred thouſand 
en, 'with their herds, drank of it. Nor were the dry 
places of that ſandy deſart able to imbibe the copious 
oiſture. So inexhauſtable is the fulneſs of Jeſus'Chrift, 
rom whom all ſorts of men, the Jews, the Gentiles, the 
Barbarians, the Scythians, the bond, and the free, may 
:ceive all ſorts of bleſſings. You are not ſtraitened in 
im, O children of men; this river of God, which is full 
f water, can never run dry, nor be exhauſted, how a- 
undantly ſoever we drink of its refreſhing ſtreams. 

The waters that flowed from the rock, were not only 
I:fcient to ſupply the preſent ſtraits of Iſrael ; but as 
e ſacred ſtory tells, they followed them in the way, for 
eine conſiderable time at leaſt after the rock was ſmitten. 
So Jeſus Chriſt imparts the bleffed fruits of his ſatisfactory 
eath, not only to the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, but to 
ne moſt diſtant ages of the world. Never ſhall this good- 
nels and mercy ceaſe to follow all that are Iſraelites in- 
'ced, till mortality ſhall-be ſwallowed up of life, till the 
"!derneſs be exchanged for Canaan, and the militant re- 
ien to the triumphant ſtate. The winter ſhall not arreſt 
his river in icy fetters, and the drought of ſuramer ſhall 
ot drink it up like a brook ; for thus the promiſe runs, 
y the mouth of the prophet Zechariah, © In ſummer and 
winter ſhall it be.“ (Zech. xiv. 8.) 

Bleſſed be our Rock, who conſented to be ſmitten, 
hat we might drink abundantly of the river of pleaſures. 
Great was the love of David's three worthies, who ha- 
zarded their lives to purchaſe for their longing general a 
raught of water from the well of Bethlehem. But great- 

er 
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er was the love of Jeſus, who loſt his Ife, and poured hi, 
precious blood, that we might draw water with joy from 
the wells of ſalvation, when hungry and thirſty our ſoul 
fainted in us. O that men would praiſe the Lord for 
* his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the chil. 
* dren of men!“ (Pſal. cvii. 8.)—May this river, th, 
ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God, be ou 
conſolation in this dry and thirſty land! Ve broken cl. 
terns of this world, ſinful pleaſures, vain comforts and 
delights, and our own legal righteouſneſſes, can you ſug. 
ply the place of this fountain of living waters? Hoy 
miſerably ſhall they be diſappointed, who exchange the 
one for the other? They ſhall come back with their pit. 
chers empty ; they ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, and 
cover their heads. How juſtly they deſerve that God 
ſhoald bring upon them the waters of the river, ſtrong 
and many, and pour upon them the fury of his anger, 
who refuſe theſe waters of Shiloah that go ſoftly ! Open, 
O Lord, the ears of ſinners to hear thy gracious invita. 
tion, “ Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the ws 
ters.” (Iſa. lv. 1.) Open their eyes to ſee this well, 
once thou opened: the eyes of Hagar in the wilderneſ,, 
leſt in hell they lift up their eyes in torment, without x 
drop to cool their tongue. O grant us to believe on him, 
that we may never thirſt. 


© 


VI. The Brazen SERPENT. 
HE hoſt of Iſrael had long traverſed the deſolate vil. 


derneſs, and finding no end of their wanderings, in- 
ſtead of accepting this puniſhment of their iniquity from 
the hand of the Lord, again they murmur againſt him aud 
Moſes, and under value their heavenly proviſion, though 
the food of angels. The incenſed Jruovan commands the 
ſerpents to bite them. The ſerpents obeyed, and many 
of the people died. The ſurvivors, convinced of their 
error, confeſs their fault, and beg that Moſes would in. 
tercede for them with their offended God. Moſes heark- 


ens to the people, and the Lord was intreated of him. 1 
oblerve 
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obſerve the ſtrange manner wherein the cure was wrought. 
| Does he kill theſe poiſonous and fiery flying ſerpents out- 
right? No. Does he drive them to ſome diſtant region of 
the earth, or remote corner of the wilderneſs, where the IC. 
raelites would be annoyed with them no more? Nor this 
either. Or, does he reſtrain theſe noxious creatures from 
ſtinging them, which was alſo poſſible, though they ſwarm- 
ed in the camp? None of all theſe. The ſerpents are ſuf. 
fered to live:; ſuffered to remain in the camp; and ſuffer- 
ed to bite as before. But a brazen ſerpent is, by God's 
command, lifted upon a pole, that it might be conſpicuous 
from afar z and whoever ſnatched a look of this lifeleſs 
ſerpent, needed not fear the bite of the living ones ; for 
the wound was not mortal. Happy art thou, O Iirael, 
ea people ſaved by the Lord.” (Deut. xxxiii. 29.) They 
were hungry, and they had miraculous bread ; thirſty, 
and they were ſupplied with miraculous drink; now they 
are fick and wounded, and they are favoured with mira- 
culous medicine. Here indeed the ſcripture was fulfilled 
in the moſt literal ſenſe: Fools, becauſe of their tranſ- 
1 y and becauſe of their iniquities, are afflicted. 
66 


heir ſoul abhorreth all manner of meat, and they draw 


near to the gates of death. Then they cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble; he ſaveth them out of their di- 
* ftrefſes. He ſent his word, and healed them, and deli- 
« vered them from their deſtructions.“ (Pſal. cvii. 17. 
20.) 

Let us behold in this eminent figure, at once our mi- 
ſerable ſtate by ſin, and the method of our recovery by 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, from this very thing, preached to Nico- 
demus the doctrine of his croſs; . For as Moſes,” ſaid he, 


* lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 


* Son of man be lifted up.” (John iii. 14.) 

The devil and his angels, theſe are the fiery flying ſer- 
pents, who, though inviſible to the eye, have ſtung the 
race of Adam, and have infinuated their deadly poiſon 
through the whole maſs of human nature; for which we 
may take up the prophet's lamentation, The whole 
* head is ſick, and the whole heart faint.” (Ifa. i. 5.) 


Ever ſince we brake over the hedge of the divine ow, 
| theſe 
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theſe ſerpents have inceſſantly bit us. This makes the 
world a terrible wilderneſs indeed, a land of trouble and 


anguith, whence come the viper, and the fiery flying ſer. 


pent. It is true, the wounds that are made by the ſcor. 
pions of hell, may ſeem but {light at the firſt; for many 
a time they have ſtricken us, and we were not grieved. 
But as the unhappy Iſraelite ſoon perceived the deadly 
venom drinking up his vitals ; ſo ſhall the devil's fiery 
darts, ſooner or later, inflame the conſcience, and never 
fail to inkindle in the heart a burning fever of unſatisfied 
and irregular defires. It was only the death of the mor. 
tal body that threatened the ſtung Iſraelite. But the 
ſoul, the immortal ſoul, is endangered by the bite of the 
infernal ſerpent, unleſs an antidote can be found. And 
this antidote is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of which thy ſer. 
pent, Moſes, was a figure. | 

It may perhaps ſeem odd at firſt, that ſo noxious and 
hateful a creature as the ſerpent ſhould be made an emblem 
of the amiable and beneficent Redeemer ; eſpecially when 
we conſider that the ſerpent is a name commonly appropri- 
ated to the grand adverſary of God and man; and in the 
ſcripture-ſtile wicked men are called /erpents, and a gene- 
ration of vipers. But let us refle& to whom he is a fer. 
pent z for he is to the devil what this malicious ſpirit is 
unto us, that is, his deſtroyer. Why ſhould it not be e- 
qually proper to compare the gracious Redeemer to the 
ſerpent as to the lion, both which are names of his great 
enemy ? What is the ſtrength of the roaring lion of hell, 
to his ſtrength who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah! 
And what is the ſubtilty of the devil, the old ſerpent, to 
the wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt, the new? Beſides, the ſer- 
pent being the firſt curſed creature, may, even on this 
account, be pitched on as a type of him who was to be- 
come a curſe for us. But whereas the ſerpent of Moſes 
was void of poiſon, and wore no ſting, for it was only the 
form of a ſerpent ; it is natural here to think, how Jeſus 
Chriſt only appeared in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, but was 
utterly a ſtranger to the venom of ſin, though in all other 
things made like to us, whoſe poiſon is as the poiſon of: 
ſerpent, Whether the ftrength and luſtre of the bras 
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might be a faint ſhadow of the ſtrength and glory of that 
wonderful perſon, the God-man, I ſhall not affirm. 

But the lifting up this ſerpent ſeems an evident predic- 
tion of that death which Chriſt ſhould die. Here he is 
evidently ſet forth crucified before us, as we are taught 
by himſelf, who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 
when ſpeaking of the death he ſhould die, And 1,” ſays 
he, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
after me.” (John xii. 32.) The ſerpent was lifted up 
on a pole; and Chriſt was lifted up on the accurſed tree. 
The ſerpent was lifted up by Moſes, the figure of the 
law; and Chriſt was, by the law, ſubje&ed to endure the 
croſs. The ſerpent was lifted up in the moſt conſpicuous 
manner amid the camp of Iſrael; and the crucifixion of 
the Son of God was tranſacted in the moſt public manner 
at jeruſalem, the metropolis of Judea. It was God who 
commanded the ſerpent to be lifted up in the wilderneſs 
and it was God who commanded the Lord and Saviour 
to lay Jown his life, and adjuſted, by his determinate coun- 
ſel, all the ſhameful, and all the painful circumſtances of 
that awful and amazing fcene. If it had not been with a 
view to its elevation on the pole, Moſes had not been 
ordered to make this brazen image; nor would the Son 
of God appeared in the likeneſs of a man, but with an m- 
tention to expire on the croſs, and give his life a ranſom 
for many. The ſerpent was lifted up, that whoſoever be- 
held it, might be healed and live; and Chriſt was cru- 
cited, that whoſoever believeth in him, might not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. 

That a wounded Iſraelite ſhould be faved by looking, 
and a periſhing ſinner by believing, are things that bear 
no ſmall reſemblance to each other. For what is believ- 
ing on him, but ſeeing him who is 1nviſible, that, like 
Moſes, we may endure ? What is it but looking on him 
whom we have pierced, that we may mourn ? How fitly 
may the glorious words in the prophet Iſaiah come from 
the mouth of the crucified Redeemer, © Look unto me, 


* and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; for I am 


God, and there is none elſe ; beſides me there is no Sa- 
| K 2 « yiour ?”* 
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* viour ??? (Iſa. xlv. 22.) Let us more particularly ob. 
ſerve the likeneſs of their remedy to ours. 

It was a method of cure ſolely contrived and appointed 
of God, from whoſe ordinance alone it received its eftica- 
cy. Who would ſo much as have imagined in a dream, 
that to look at a dead ſerpent of braſs, would cure the 
bite of a living ſerpent ? Should reaſon be allowed to give 
her verdict, ſhe would perhaps be ſo far from pronouncing 
it a proper expedient, that the would rather judge it a 
groſs abſurdity ; eſpecially if it be true what ſome affirm, 
that the fight of burniſhed braſs is naturally pernicious to 
them who are bitten of ſerpents; and if it be true, what is 
alſo aſſerted, that to ſee but the ſhape of any venomous 
creature, increaſes the torment of the unhappy ſufferer 
whom it bit. Exactly ſo; the method of our recovery 
by the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, is a device that claims God 
himſelf for its only original. The world, by wiſdom, ne- 
var would have arrived at the knowledge of it; nay, it is 
thing they are highly offended with; for it is in them that 
periſh fooliſhneſs : but to them that are ſaved, it is the 
wiſdom of God, and the power of God unto ſalvation, to 
every one who believeth. Though reaſon would not have 
thought, God has ordained it. To this alone muſt all its 
efficacy be aſcribed : for © it is the will of the Father, 
that whoſoever ſeeth the Son, and believes on him, 
* ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ (John 
vi. 40.) 

It was a method of cure that never failed, being no leſs 
ſure than ſtrange. Not an Iſraelite died, as Moſes al. 
ſures us, who looked at the brazen ſerpent. Where were 
they ever aſhamed that put their truſt in Chriſt? Were 
they ever diſappointed in their expectations, that believ- 
ed in him for everlaſting life ? 

It was a method of cure that might be eaſily put in 
practice by an Iſraelite, if he was not blind. Perhaps he 
might happen to receive his wound in ſome remote place 
of the camp; and though it ſhould have affected him iu 
ſuch a manner, that he could neither move hand nor foot; 
yet without ſtirring from the place where he was, with- 
out ſending for phyſicians to apply their medicines, he 

Was 


THE BRAZEN SERPENT: 113 


was ſaved by one glance of his eye. In like manner, if 
the god of this world has not blinded our minds, we are 
ſaved, not by working, but by believing. The works of 
the law are phyſicians of no value to the diſtreſſed con- 
ſcience 3 but Chriſt is a preſent help, and to find him we 
need neither climb up into heaven, nor deſcend into the 
deep. 

It was a remedy that might be repeated as often as 
there was occaſion for it. So Chriſt is the propitiation 
for our fins, to whom we may warrantably have recourſe 
as often as we are wounded by helliſh temptations, and in 
every time of need, Yet let no abuſer of this heavenly 
doctrine infer, that becauſe the remedy is at hand, we 
may be careleſs and ſecure, and expoſe ourſelves at ran- 
dom to the painful ſtings of the infernal ſerpents. What 
Iſraelite would been 4 mad as to handle theſe hateful 
creatures, and court them to inſtil their venom, with no 
other deſign than to try the experiment of the brazen ſer- 
pent's virtue? Would not this been a horrid perverfion 
of that healing ordinance, and. at leaſt a tempting the 
Lord ? But the truth is, the human race do not ſo much 
abhor the touch and neighbourhood of ſerpents of every 
kind, than an Tſraclite indeed, or a fincere believer, when 
acting up to his character, will abhor even all approaches 


to temptation. It is every whit as reaſonable te ſuppoſe, 


that becauſe the ſerpents in the wilderneſs, were not pe 
mitted to deftroy the Iſraelites, by reaſon of their 


venly antidote, therefore they loved the ſerpents, and de- 


lighted in their ſociety ; as it is to ſuppoſe, that the true 
Chriſtian can be encouraged to fin, or love that which he 
hates, becauſe of abounding grace. | | 

It was a remedy that proved effe dual, without all 
doubt, to the Iſraelite who uſed it, though his viſivr fa- 
culty had been ever ſo weak. So the weakeſt faith, if ge- 
8 is as ſaving as the ſtrongeſt, becauſe its object is 

ame. | 

It was, in ſhort, a remedy that aſcribed the whule glo- 
ry to God; even as in the work of our ſalvation by Jays 
Chriſt, all boaſting is excluded. While the believing 
foul treads upon the adder, and tramples the dragon un- 
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der feet, and ſays, © O death where is thy ſting ?” (1 Car, 
XV. 55.) O Satan, where is thy power? let him alſo (ay, 
Thanks be unto God that gives us the victory through 
« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” (Ver, 5, 7.) 


>————— — — — —  — — 


VII. Thoughts on the V att of Moſes. 
E lawgiver of the Jews having aſcended the ſecond 


time to mount Sinai, where he obtained a ſight of 
the divine glory, and got the ſecond tables inſcribed x. 
new, with the finger of God, after the firſt were broken, 
now deſcends to the camp with the tables in his hand, 
| but is greatly ſurpriſed, to ſee his brother Aaron, and 0- 
ther Iſraelites, filled with perturbation at his approach, 
and afraid to look him in the face. Such horror might 
indeed have well become them the firſt time he deſcend. 
ed; for they had, during his abſence, been guilty of that 
Almoſt unpardonable crime, the making the golden calf, 
which they could not but ſuſpect, would be highly reſent: 
ed, both by God and Moſes. But now their peace ws 
made, and their prophet comes with the pledges of recon- 
cCiliation in his hand, what can be the reaſon (might he 
ſay to himſelf) of my brethren's running away from me, 
as I were ſtill their enemy? The face of Moſes was equally 
meek as before; but though the features were the ſame, 
it ſhone with a glory vifible to every body but himſelf 
This ſtrange phenomenon was the cauſe of that awful di 
ſtance they kept. But perceiving that his voice was the 
fame, though his face was altered, they reſume their cou- 
rage, and venture to approach him, though ſtill they dare 
not come to any cloſe interview with their ſhining law. gi. 
ver, till, in condeſcenfion to their weakneſs, he put a vai 
upon his glorious face. Such honour it pleaſed God to 
confer on his faithful ſervant, not only to inſpire the minds 
of the Iſraelites with greater reverence for him, but chiefly 
to dignify that diſpenſation of which he was the miniſter, 
We are not told how long this miraculous brightneſs la 
ed, but in all appearance it was not of long duration, A 
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vaniſhed gradually away, to ſignify the tranſient nature of 


that economye 

Moſes himſelf, perhaps, intended no more by vailing 
his face, than what is expreſſed in the hiſtory, However, 
the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, having given us an alle- 
gorical interpretation of this action, by the mouth of the 
apoſtle Paul, let us dwell upon it a little. 

The vail upon the face of Moſes, according to that e- 
minent apoſtle, did ſignify, that, partly through the ob- 
ſcurity of their law, and partly through the blindneſs of 
their hearts, the children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly 
look to the end of that which was aboliſhed. Now, that 
which was aboliſhed is their legal diſpenſation, and the 
end of that, which was aboliſhed is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, as having ful- 
filled its meaning, cancelled its authority, and introduced 
in its room a far more excellent ceconomy,. 

What? may ſome reply, did Iſrael not know the mean- 
ing of their law? Was it the intention of the Almighty 
to conceal from them a thing in which they were ſo high- 
ly intereſted? Had they no ſufficient intimations, that 
their ritual inſtitutions did point at better things, and 
were, in future time, capable of repeal, and would actu- 
ally receive an end ? | | 

In anſwer to this, it is not at all denied, but there were 
many things in the writings and law of Moſes, that not 
obſcurely Pinted its true deſign. The vail of Moſes was 
not ſo thick and broad, but ſome rays of his light did ac- 
tually tranſpire. Even as the darkneſs and blackneſs that 
involved the frighted ſummit of mount Sinai, was inter- 
ſperſed with flaches of lightning, and gleams of fire. The 
attentive Iſraelite, who meditated upon the law of the 
Lord day and night, might know that more was meant 
than was plainly expreſſed. The conſtant expectation of 
a Meſſias, which univerſally obtained in all ages of the 
Jewiſh church, might fully convince them of the weak- 
neſs of their rites, to do what they ſeemed to promiſe, and 
that the ceremonial law was far from being the whole of 
their religion. They had it hinted unto them in the dy- 
ing benediction of their great forefather, that their 2 
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Cial law ſhould not be always obſerved, but that a period 
ſhould arrive, when the ſceptre ſhould depart from the 
royal tribe. A ſmall meaſure of acquaintance with their 
own hearts might have eaſily perfuaded them, that the de. 
mands of the moral law, or ten commandments, were too 
rigid for them ever to hope juſtification, by their compli. 
ance with them : for, however much it may be thought, 
by ſuperficial obſervers, that the firſt nine precepts in the 
law may be fulfilled by an imperfect creature; yet it is 
evident, that the very letter of the tenth commandment 
forbids the fins of the heart, and all the motions of concu- 
piſcence. How can the proudeſt legalift plume himſelf 
with the fooliſh conceit of being able to conform himſelf 
in all reſpeQs to the very letter of the law, when the ve. 
ry fetter of the law ſays, * Thou ſhalt not covet ?” 
{Exod. xx. ).) — If then there were many Iſraelites who 
reſted in their law, without looking any further, and fond- 
y imagined chat it was able to-give them eternal life, this 
aral miſtake was not chiefly owing to the obſcurity of 
their diſpenſation, but to the blindneſs of their hearts, that 
Were hard as the ſtones on which their law was written, 
and vailed as their lawgiver's face. 
But, after all, it muſt be confeſſed, the law, and holy 
books of Moles have much obſcurity in them, when com- 
2 with the great plainneſs of ſpeech uſed by the apoſ- 
es. in the New Teſtament. They may be compared to 
a fine picture placed in a dark corner, though its princi- 
E figures may be diſcerned by a penetrating eye, it is, 
owe ver, impoſſible the delicate touches of the pencil, the 
diſtributions of light and ſhade, the beauty of the tints, 
the elegancy of the * can be thoroughly perceived 
by the moſt vigorous ſight, till che finiſhed piece is tran- 
| Mated from its obſcure fituation, and ſet in an advantage- 
ous light. 
One that reads the writings of Moſes, and throws but 
a curſory glance over the moral, the ceremonial, and the 
judicial law, without, remembering chat, like Moſes, 
they put a vail on their face, would be very apt to mil- 
take the true deſign of the whole ſyſtem, and to enter- 
tain many errdnedus opinions, chat are really inconfiſtent 
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ith its original intention, though they ſeem to be found- 
ed upon it. One would think, the ceremonial worſhip, 
preſcribed ſo minutely by Moſes, muſt certainly have been 
very acceptable to God even for its own ſake, or he 
would never been at the pains to adjuſt, by his expreſs 
authority, the ſmalleſt circumſtances relative. unto it. 
One would almoſt imagine, that the Deity took pleaſure 
to eat the fleſh of bulls, and drink the blood of goats : 
that he is pleaſed even with outward corporal unclean- 
neſſes; that the beauty of his worſhip conſiſts in the out- 
ward pomp of ſplendid rites; that the blood of ſlaughter- 
ed beaſts was able to take away ſin; that man has ſtill a 
power to obey the moral law; that we muit enter into 
life by Keeping the commandments; that righteouſneſs 


could never be rejected from being the people of God; 
that their civil ſtate ſhould never be unhinged, and their 
ceremonies ſhould never be aboliſhed. — Theſe, and ma- 
ny ſuch falſe opinions, might been ſuggeſted by the terms 
in which the law is uttered : and many a carnal Jew 
was taken in this ſnare. Even © unto this day, when 
« Moſes is read, the vail is upon their hearts.” (2 Cor, 
lil, 15.) 

In vaia did the prophets endeavour to pull this vail a- 
ſide, and reclaim from theſe vain imaginations that ſliſſ- 
necked people, the bulk of whom perſevere in their ab- 
ſurd prejudices, and preſumptuous expectations, to this 
very day. 

If any ſhould inquire, why the revelation of the divine 
will was not equally plain in the paſt as in the preſent 
age? why the God with whom light dwells, would de- 
liver a law to his people, of which the true deſign and 
genuine ſcope was not obvious at the firſt view? It is 
not for us to dive into the eternal counſels. It was the 
will of God that it ſhould be ſo; and who dares ſay to 
him, What doſt thou?“ (Job ix. 12.) Let us rather 
obſerve, how the vail was gradually removed, till Moſes 
ſtands confeſſed, and the deſign of his ceconomy is no 
longer a myſtery, fince the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Much is faid in the prophetic ſcriptures, that * 
| ; aVe 
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cial law ſhould not be always obſerved, but that a period 
ſhould arrive, when the ſceptre ſhould depart from the 
royal tribe. A ſmall meaſure of acquaintance with their 
own hearts might have eaſily perfuaded them, that the de. 
mands of the moral law, or ten commandments, were too 
rigid for them ever to hope juſtification, by their compli. 
ance with them : for, however much it may be thought, 
by ſuperficial obſervers, that the firſt nine precepts in the 
law may be fulfilled by an imperfe& creature; yet it h 
evident, that the very letter of the tenth commandment 
forbids the fins of the heart, and all the motions of concu- 
piſcence. How can the proudeſt legaliſt plame himſelf 
with the fooliſh conceit of being able to conform himſelf 
in all reſpects to the very letter of the law, when the ve. 
24 tetter of the law ſays, * Thou ſhalt not covet ?" 
{Exod. xx. ).) —If then there were many Iſraelites who 
reſted in their law, without looking any further, and fond. 
y imagined Yhat it was able to. give them eternal life, this 
aral miſtake was not chiefly owing to the obſcurity of 
their diſpenſation, but to the blindneſs of their hearts, that 
were hard as the ſtones on which their law was written, 
and vailed as their lawgiver's face. 

But, after all, it muſt be confeſſed, the law, and holy 
books of Moſes have much obſcurity in them, when com- 
pared with the great plainneſs of ſpeech uſed by the apol- 
Yes. in the New Teftament. They may be compared to 
a fine picture placed in a dark corner, though its princi- 
— figures may be diſcerned by a penetrating eye, it is, 

owe ver, impoſſible the delicate touches of the pencil, the 
diſtributions of light and ſhade, the bezuty of the tints, 
the elegancy of the defigns, can be thoroughly perceived 
by the moſt vigorous fight, till the finiſhed piece is tran- 
Rated from its obſcure fituation, and ſet in an advantage- 
ous light. | 

One that reads the writings of Moſes, and throws but 
a curſory glance over the moral, the ceremonial, and the 

judicial law, without, remembering that, like Moſes, 
| they put a vail on their face, would be very apt to mil- 
take the true deſign of the whole ſyſtem, and to enter- 
tain many erxdnedus opinions, chat are really inconfiſtent 
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ith its original intention, though they ſeem to be found- 
ed upon it. One would think, the ceremonial worſhip, 
preſcribed ſo minutely by Moſes, muſt certainly have been 
very acceptable to God even for its own ſake, or he 
would never been at the pains to adjuſt, by his expreſs 
authority, the ſmalleſt circumſtances relative unto it. 
One would almoſt imagine, that the Deity took pleaſure 
to eat the fleſh of bulls, and drink the blood of goats : 
that he is pleaſed even with outward corporal unclean- 
neſſes; that the beauty of his worſhip conſiſts in the out- 
ward pomp of ſplendid rites; that the blood of ſlaughter- 
ed beats was able to take away ſin; that man has ſtill a 
power to obey the moral law; that we muit enter into 
life by keeping the commandments ; that righteouſneſs 


can come by the law; that the natural ſeed of Abraham 


could never be rejected from being the people of God 
that their civil ſtate ſhould never be unhinged, and their 
ceremonies ſhould never be aboliſhed. —'Theſe, and ma- 
ny ſuch falſe opinions, might been ſuggeſted by the terms 
in which the law is uttered : and many a carnal Jew 
was taken in this ſnare, Even © unto this day, when 
« Moſes is read, the vail is upon their hcarts.” (2 Cor. 
ll, 15.) 

In vaia did the prophets endeavour to pull this vail a- 
ſide, and reclaim from theſe vain imaginations that fliff- 
necked people, the bulk of whom perſevere in their ab- 
ſurd prejudices, and preſumptuous expectations, to this 
very day, 

If any ſhould inquire, why the revelation of the divine 
will was not equally plain in the paſt as in the preſent 
age? why the God with whom light dwells, would de- 
liver a law to his people, of which the true deſign and 
genuine ſcope was not obvious at the firſt view? It is 
not for us to dive into the eternal counſels. It was the 
will of God that it ſhould be ſo; and who dares ſay to 
him, ( What doſt thou?“ (Job ix. 12.) Let us rather 
obſerve, how the vail was gradually removed, till Moſes 
ſtands confeſſed, and the deſign of his ceconomy is no 
longer a myſtery, fince the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Much is ſaid in the prophetic ſcriptures, that 1 
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have undeceived the blind Jews, and taught them to 3. 
bate their vain confidence in their national privilege, 
their ceremonial obſervances, and their moral righteouſ. 
neſſes. The grand doctrines of Chriſtianity, relating to 
the perſon, the character, and mediation of Jeſus Chrif, 
ate laid down in theſe venerable writings, with greater 
perſpicuity than in the books of Moſes. But though the 
prophets harmoniouſly conſpire in giving their * 
to evety Chriſtian doctrine; yet ſtill they put upon their 
face the vail of poetical figures, and ceremonial phraſes, 
They deſcribe ſpiritusl bleſſings by images of civil peace 
and plenty, With them the victory of Jefus Chriſt, is 
the treading of a wine-preſs, in which the wine 1s the 
blood of ſlaughtered enemies; prayer is incenſe, and a 
pure offering; converſion is going up to Jeruſalem ; 

pel-worſhip is the celebration of the feſtivals of the Jews, 

But now comes John the Baptiſt, the harbinger of 
Chriſt, who talks till plainer than Moſes, or the pro- 
phets; and, inſtead of commending the Levitical facrifi- 
ces, he invites his hearers to regard that unknown pet- 
ſon, to whom he pointed, as the complement of them all, 
« Behold the Lamb of God, that takes away the fin of 
„the world.” (John 1. 29.) 

But by the miniſtry of Chriſt, and his bleſſed apoſtles, the 
law is wholly unmaſked, and the vail on Moſes's face en- 
tirely done away. The lowly birth, indigent life, and ig. 
nominious death of the Meſſias himſelf, was an incontel- 
tible proof, that his kingdom is not of this world, ns the 
2 expected. Though he was the great High Prieſt, 

e gave no attendance at the altar; and his fore-runner, 
though born a Levite, never officiated in the temple. 
This was a plain declaration, that he was come to abro- 
Fate theſe ancient zites. But if we attend to the ftran 
of his doftrine, it will appear how it was calculated to 
femove the vail, and cure the prejudices of the miſtaken 
Jews. He taught that a man is not defiled by what en- 
ters in at the mouth; foretold, that their city and tem. 

ple, the centre of their worſhip, ſhould be razed ; and 
that a ſpiritual worſhip ſhould be eſtabliſhed over all the 
world, and might be preſented unto God in every place. 
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That he might pave the way for explaining the grand 
joftrine of juſtification by his imputed righteouſneſs, he 
xpatiated upon the vaſt extent of the moral law, and fre- 
zuently inculcated the ſad depravity of human nature. 
He ſpoke of himſelf as the fulfiller of all righteouſneſs, 
he heavenly manna, and the antitype of the ſerpent Jift- 
d up in the wilderneſs. 

But after bis aſeenſion, he iuſpired his apoſtles to finiſh 


bich Moſes put upon his face. By their apoſtolic de- 
tee, they inſtructed the Chriſtian Gentiles in their New- 
eſtament liberty; and by their epiſtles, addreſſed to 
primitive churches, they entirely diſſipated the obſcu- 
ity of the Old-Teſtament (ſhadows. Now, it appears, 


that the kingdom of God is not meats and drinks, but 


righteouſneſs, and peace, and 195 in the Holy Ghoſt; 
bat the Moſaic law was only a {chool-maſter to tutor the 
hurch in ber childiſh ſtate, and train her up for a more 
perfect inſtitution. Now, we plainly fee, that righte- 
bulneſs cannot poſſibly come by the law, nor pardon by 
he ſacrifices. If the vail is not ſtill upon our hearts, we 
ay behold, with open face, the glory of the Lord, and be 
hanged into the ſame image, from glory to glory. Now, 
he face of the covering ſpread over all people, and the 
ail caſt over all nations, is entirely deſtroyed; and there- 
ore, O houſe of Iſrae), come and let us walk in the light 
f the Lond. 


— ü — ñ ́ „ 


VIII. Of SacxiFices. 


ACRIFICING is a religious action, in which a erea- 
ture devoted to God was in a ſolemn manner deſtroy- 
d in his preſence, for ſacred ends; and it was a mode of 
orſhip that obtained in the moſt early ages of the world. 
t may not only be traced up to the famous ærxa of giving the 
ww from mount Sinai ; for the ancient patriarchs did com- 
aonly practiſe it. How many altars were built by Abra- 
an, and his grandchild Jacob ? Melchizedec was a prieſt 
the moſt high God; Job offered ſacrifices both oe his 
children 


hat he had only begun, and completely remove that vail 


'" 
| 
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children and for his friends; and God ſmelled a favour if the 
reſt, when Noah ſacrificed clean beaſts and birds upon ven 
altar which he built unto the Lord. But why do I men ner, 
tion theſe venerable perſonages as the moſt ancient prac] <4 \ 
tiſers of ſacrificial worſhip, when it may be more th cou 
conjectured, that Adam himſelf did uſe it? Can we think, = * 
when Abel offered unto the Lord the firſtlings of his flock 4" 
that his father did not inftru@ him to teſtify in this ma. tere 
ner his fear of the Lord? And what ſhall we ſay of of v 
coats of ſkins which the Lord made for them, or diredei by ! 
them to make? The beaſts to whom they belonged, c ſupr 
not, ſo ſoon after the creation, be ſuppoſed to have die tuor 
of age. They behoved therefore to be ſlain. How natu Goc 
ral to ſuppoſe that they were ſlain in ſacrifice, rather tha Goc 
for any other uſe? Perhaps, it was not without a myſt 
ry, that the ſkins of theſe beaſts ſhould clothe their be 
dies, whoſe blood made atonement for their ſouls,—T| 
be ſhort then, though we can by no means aſſent, that, i 
the ſtate of innocence, there would been the leaſt occaſio 
for them, they ſeem, however, to be as ancient as the pr 
miſe about the ſeed of the woman, who was to have hi 

heel bruiſed, while he bruiſed the ſerpent's head. 
The antiquity of ſacrifices being ſuppoſed, let us no 
ſee by whoſe authority they were firſt injoined. And! 
will be certainly found, that as their date is ancient, thelter t 
original is divine. That God preſcribed them to his choWvour 
ſen people, is not diſputed ; for a great part of the ſacr fal c 
volume is occupied in deſcribing the various laws by whiWthe | 
this ſpecies of worſhip ſhould be adjuſted. But what hi 
we think of the ſacrifices that were offered by the pat 
archs before the law? Were they acts of will-worſhip 
Did they contrive this mode of adoration from their 0 
brains? Did the light of nature dictate, that the Del 
could be delighted with butchering, ſlaying, and burnin 
a harmleſs brute, or otherwiſe deſtroying creatures th 
were inanimate? No: neither did the light of natu 
dictate them, nor blind ſuperſtition, but the ſoverei; 
will, and poſitive command of God, is their original ue 
rant. Be it ſo, we read of the practice, before we ren ar 
of the precept : till, from the former, we may fairly in 
| t 
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the latter: for ſuch eminent ſaints would never have ad- 
yentured to expreſs their deyotion in ſuch a ſtrange man- 
ner, if they had not been required to do ſo by the declar- 
ed will of God. Indeed, without ſuch a perſuaſion they 
could not have offered in faith: and we are aſſured, by 
an authority too great to be controverted, that the firit 
man, whoſe ſacrifice is expreſsly mentioned in ſcripture, of- 
ſered, through faith, a more excellent ſacrifice than Cain, 
of which the Deity was pleaſed to teſtify his acceptance, 
by ſome diſtinguiſhing marks of regard. Now, let us even 
ſuppoſe theſe primitive believers might been ſo preſump- 
tuous as to invent, or practiſe, without the command of 
God, ſuch bloody rites, it can never be admitted, that 
God, who has upon all occaſions teſtified his diſpleaſure 
zpainſt the inventions of men in his worſhip, would have 
ſmiled upon ſuch ſelf- de viſed modes of adoration. Inſtead 
of teſtifying of their gifts, and accepting their burnt-offer- 
ings, would he not rather have upbraided them, as in the 
words of that well known reproof, Who hath required 
this at your hands?“ =_ 1. 12.)— Upon the whole, 
then, it is eaſy to ſee, that ſacrifices were not offered with- 
out the command of God. And it is more than proba- 
ble, that the precept and the practice are of equal age; 
—that theſe holy rites were commanded immediately af- 
ter the re- Admiſſion of our firſt parents into the divine fa- 
vour, upon the back of their apoſtacy ;—that the univer- 

ſal cuſtom of ſacrificing was received by tradition from 

he firſt man z and that, after the true deſign of the in- 

Nitution was loſt among the degenerate nations, the cere- 

ony itſelf was ſtill preſerved. 

Well, then, the cuſtom was ancient, was divine; and 

urely it was for ſome important end God would com- 

mand, and the beſt of men practiſe it, for the ſpace 

of four thouſand years. What could move the eternal 

Majeſty to require, for ſo long a time, that ſacrifices 

ould be an eſſential part of his worſhip? Was there any 

eal excellency in theſe actions, that might render them 

leaſing to God for their own ſake ? Were they to be put 

dn an equal or ſuperior footing to acts of moral ſervice ? 

ot at all, Himſelf W in the moſt poſitive man- 


ner, 


1 
1 
| 
I 
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cxpiate moral guilt ; for there were many fins that weie 
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ner, even in the age of ſacrifices, that © to offer thank... * 1: 
„ giving, and pay their vows, to do juſtly, and love mer. 
„ cy,” (Pſal. I. 14. Mic. vi. 8.) were actions far prefer. 
able to loading his altar with the moſt coſtly oblations: 
— that though men had been ever ſo punctual in this kind 
of worſhip, they were not immediately entitled to the 
character of ſaints, whatever courſe of action they ſteered 
in their other deportment towards God, or their fellow. 
creatures, Yea, fo far were ſacrifices from being able to 
recommend the perſons of wicked ſinners to God, that, 
on the contrary, their ſins, when reſolutely perſiſted in, 
rendered not only their perſons, but their ſacrifices, de. 
teſtable unto him. He loathed, he deſpiſed, he abhorred, 
bis ſoul was weary to bear them. 'That they did really 
atone for ceremonial guilt, or ſanctify, to the purifying 
of the fleſh, may indeed be allowed; but that they could 
really atone for moral guilt, purge the conſcience from 
dead works, or be acceptable to the divine Majeſty for 
their own ſake, is denied by ſcripture, reaſon, and even 
by the ſacrifices themſelves.—It is denied by ſcripture.— 
For, in the prophet Micah, rivers of oil, and thouſand 
of rams, are denied to be an adequate propitiation. And 
this needs not be wondered at; for what is ſtill more, the the 


| firſt-born, we are aſſured in the ſame place, would not be il Ma 


accepted for tranſgreſſion, nor the fruit of the body for Be 
the fin of the ſoul.—It is denied by reaſon.— For reaſon 
herſelf being judge, where were the juſtice to puniſh : 
harmleſs beaſt for the fins of its owner? What propor- 
tion betwixt the ſin of a man, and the ſufferings of a brute! 
Can the Majeſty of heaven indeed be prevailed upon to 
lay aſide his juſt anger for ſuch a puny ſatisfaction? Then, 
Sinai, thy thunders are vaniſhed into ſmoke, and there 
vas no occaſion to publiſh, with ſuch ſolemnity and ter- 
ror, to the trembling Iſraelites, that fiery law, whoſe cur- 
ſes may be ſo calily avoided. But let us aſk even the {i 
crifices themſelves, they will confeſs their inſufficiency to 


not to be purged with ſacrifice or offering. Let David beat 
witnels, who ſays to God concerning his complicated crime 
of adultery and deliberate murder, „Thou deſireſt not 


W ſacrißce. 
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« ſacrifice, elſe would I give it: thou delighteſt not in 


« burnt-offering.” (Pſal. li. 16.) Befides, the repetition 
of theſe ſacrifices 1s a molt invincible proof, that it was 


not in them to make them perfect that offered: for then 


would they not have ceaſed to be offered? Surely they 
would; for the worſhippers, once purged, ſhould have had 
no more conſcience of tin. 

Was it then impoſſible that the blood of bulls and goats 
ſhould take away fin, notwithſtanding the antiquity and 
divine original of the cuſtom to offer ſacrifice ?—Having 
removed the falſe end of their inſtitution, let us examine 
into their real intention; and we thall have a particular 
eye to the offerings under the ceconomy of Moſes, And 
here it will not be contradicted, though one ſhould affirm, 
that ſundry circumſtances in the law of ſacrifices might be 
intended to convey moral inſtructions. For inſtance, that 
the brutiſh qualities of the ſacrificed beaſts, might ſignify 
the vices or luſts which we ought to mortify for the ho- 
nour of God; or that the virtuous qualities of the victims, 
ſuppoſe meekneſs, patience, and the like, might denote 
thoſe graces and virtues which the worſhipper of God 
ſhould cultivate in his own heart. It muſt not be denied, 
that the ancient ceremonial worſhip might be a _ of 
that reaſonable ſervice which is ever due to the ſupreme 
Being in all the different ſtates of the rational creature. 
But though theſe, and other confiderations, may have 
their proper weight and place, we have not yet found out 
the adequate reaſon of theſe myſterious inſtitutions.— In 
thy bloody death, O Jeſus, we fee the great antitype of 
thele legal oblations | Moſt certainly they were public 
acknowledgments of guilt, and profeſſions of faith in the 
grand propitiation, which they believed ſhould appear in 
the end of the world. 

Tell us, thou ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, who he is that 
ſhall do for us what the law could not do! In the forti- 
eth pſalm, David, ſpeaking not of himſelf, but of a far 
more glorious perſon, has theſe moſt emphatical words: 
Sacrifice and offering thou didſt not deſire : burnt-offer- 
ing and ſin-offering haſt _-_ not required, Then _ 

2 66 
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J, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.“ (Pſal. xl. 6, 
7.) It was not Chriſt who came to imitate the ſacrifices, 
but the facrifices were ordained to prefigure him, They 
were the ſhadow of future good things, but the body i; 
of Chriſt, When Chriſt was firſt revealed, the facritices 
ſeem to have been practiſed ; and when he died, they 
ceaſed to be offered. The temple heard his dying groan, 
and rent her vail in preſence of the prieſthood, as they of. 
fered the evening-facrifice, From this time forth ſhall 
your office be vacated, ye legal priefts! Ye beaſts of the 
feld, no more ſhall ye ſmoke as victims on God's altar, 
for the merciful High Prieſt has now given HiisELe u 
offering and a ſacrifice of a ſweet - ſmelling ſavour unte 
God! Now if, with the prediction of his death they be. 
gan, and ended with the accompliſhment, what can be 
more plain than the relation betwixt them, as the ſha 
dow and the ſubſtance ? Set this relation aſide, and it x 
impoſſible to vindicate, to any ad vantage, the original ay- 
poĩntment of ſacrifices, or to account for their abolition 
aſter they were injoined.—Should any be contentious in 
this point, we have an entire book in the canon of the 
New Teſtament, in which the profeſſed argument is the 


reſemblance of the Old-Teftament ſacrifices to the true 


propitiation. Let us here glance at ſome of the moſt glat- 
zig parallels only betwiat the ſacrifices of Moſes and the 
facrifice of ſeſus Chriſt. 

And, firit, We may take notice of the qualities of the 
ſacrificed creatures, eſpecially of the animal kind. It was 
not left as a matter of indifference, and wholly in the oy 
tion of God's peculiar people, with what victims they 
ſhould ſtain his altars.— They behoved to be clean crew 
tures, according to the law, fit to be eaten for the ſup- 

ort of human life, and to be one with the offerer, in ſome 
ſenſe, by their aptitude for digeſtion into the ſubſtance 
of his body. This was an evident memorial of the ſand 
ty of the great Propitiation, and that he ſhould be a par- 
. taker of * fleſh and blood with thoſe for whom he 
ſhould die; for it was requiſite, that both he that ſanQt- 
fieth, and they that are ſanQtified, be all of one.— The 
integrity and perfection which God required in the bo- 


dies 
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dies of theſe beaſts, may eaſily be accommodated to the 
glorious Antitype, who would been wholly incapact- 
tate, by any the ſmalleſt blemith, from the diicharge of 
his prieſtly function. For, though it became the typical 
nation of the Jews to have an high prieſt, involved in 
the ſame guilt of actual tranſgreſſion with his brethren, 
who was therefore to offer firſt for his own ſin, before he 
preſumed to offer for the errors of the people; yet © ſuch 
an high-prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
„ defiled, and ſeparated from ſinners.” (Heb. vii. 26.) 

They were, further, to be valuable and beloved crea- 
ures, as lambs that are for clothing, and goats that are 
he price of the field: and he that offered them was put 
» colt and damage, as indeed, in the firſt ages of mankind, 
he riches of the moſt opulent poſſeſſor conſiſted chiefly in 
ocks and herds, What forbids us to think here of Jeſus 
hriſt being the darling of his Father, and precious to 


hat was paid for the redemption of the foul! In com- 
pariſon hereof, what is ſilver and gold, and all corruptible 
tings? Ranſack the bowels of the mountains for all the 
plowing gems formed there in dark retirement, when 
ompared to the precious blood of the Lamb, they are 
oor and beggarly acquiſitions, and converted into pebble 
tones, fit to be trampled under feet. Moreover, there 
dehoved to be found, in the deſtined victims, ſome amiable 
qualities reſembling moral virtues. They were not permit- 
ed to ſacrifice the ſtupid aſs, or the ſordid ſwine, though 
ame creatures; far leſs were the fierce inhabitants of the 
oreſt, as wolves, bears, and lions, to come upon God's 
altar. But the ſacrifices in which he delighted, were the 
gentle dove, the patient and laborious ox, the meek lamb, 
nd the ſheep that is dumb before the ſhearer and the 
butcher. Who ſees not in theſe characters the very pic- 


1our of the world, who opened not his mouth when he 
vas led as a lamb to the ſlaughter ? A circumſtance this, 
ich, next to the dignity of his perſon, did contribute 
o the value of his ſatisſactory death. 

„u is alſo worthy of notice, that of all theſe beaſts the 
9 1 3 firſt- 


hem that believe? O the invaluable treaſure of blood 


ure of the meek, lowly, patient, and uncomplaining Sa- 


| 
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firſt-born was moſt acceptable; and, according to the lau 
all ſuch were holy unto the Lord. Was not this a pre. 
lude, that he whom God would give to expiate our tran. 
preſſion, ſhould be the firft-born among many brethren, 


whom they ſhould honour as the excellency of dignity, ¶ out 
and to whom they ſhould owe their deliverance fron * c 
death, and their title to the inheritance ?—I ſhall only not 
further hint, that whereas God was not only pleaſed, when Th 
the rich men offered of their larger cattle, but when pootM is * 
men brought turtle-doves and pigeons z might not this put fig! 
us in mind, how the ſacrifice which God accepts, is equi. cie. 
1y acceſſible to the poor and the rich? And truly, as de * i 
legal ſacrifices were chargeable, in leſs or more, to i x"! 
that preſented them, the real and better ſacrifice coſts u len 
nothing; for we may buy it without money, and without = 


rice. | 
; From the qualities of the victims, let us go on to the 
facred rites of oblation, and we ſhall find ſomething in c 
great ſacrifice correſponding to them all. When the 
creature that was to ſurrender its life for its owner y 


pitched upon, it was brought unto the prieſt, and ſolem lik 
ly fiſted before the Lord. But our Lord Jeſus was to 
brought by others, like the irrational animal, but he unc 
luntarily preſented himſelf before the Lord, when hi ho 
titne was fully come. Fully appriſed of what was to be In 
done unto him, he ſet his face to go up to Jeruſalem, e 
patiently expected in the melancholy garden the comin ers, 
of the traitor, and his band of armed men, to whom lui fr0: 
was to deliver himſelf, —The ſacred animal being fiſts 
before the Lord, was rendered ceremonially guilty, Mu 
the impoſition of hands on its head, and by confeſſing do 
ver it the fins of the offerer. It was the Lord himſei Go 
that laid on him the iniquities of us all.— 0 Jeſus, it by 

us. 


our guilt alone, that can juſtify the Judge of all tlie ear 


in taking pleaſure to bruiſe thee ! And this doubtleſs wi hol 

one great reaſon why he opened not his mouth, while th Pon 

Roman governor wondered at his filence. It was th vai] 

conſideration that fortified his mind at the approach a \ 

his inconceivably bitter agonies, and held in his mouth A . 

with a bridle, when theſe aſtoniſhing words dropped fron vid 
5 s I Ni 
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his lips, Now is my foul troubled, and what ſhall I 


« ſay 29? 

I the next place, the blood of the innocent animal, 
now made guilty by imputation, was ſhed, was poured 
out, and ſprinkled around; for, without the ſheddin 
« of blood was no remiſſion of fin.” (Heb. ix. 22.) T 
not, ye Papiſts, of an unbloody ſacrifice of expiation. 
That it is the blood that makes atonement for the ſoul, 
is aſſerted by the God of Iſrael himſelf, who expreſsly aſ- 
ſigns thas reaſon of the ſtrict prohibition given to his an- 
cient people, No ſoul of you ſhall eat blood, neither 
« (hall any ſtranger that ſojourns among you.” (Lev. 
xvii. 12.) It is eaſy to ſee how this prefigured the vio- 
lent death of the Son of God, who poured out his ſoul 
unto death, and whoſe blood cleanſes from all fin. 
The pulling off the ſkin from the butchered animals, di- 
viding their bodies, and burning them with fire, are cer- 


tainly intended to denote the exquiſite torments he was 


to endure, when the aflembly of the wicked incloſed 
him, and his heart was melted in the midft of his bowels 
like wax before the fire. The towering of the ſmoke 
to heaven, which was ſometimes perfumed with burnin 
incenſe, ſignified how acceptable the ſacrifice of Chri 
ſhould be to God, and of what ſweet-{melling ſavour.— 
In the time of offering, prayers were offered up. And 
we know, that in the days of his fleſh, he offered up pray- 
ers, tears, ſtrong cries, to him that was able to ſave him 
from death. The blowing of the trumpets, and praiſ- 
ing God, in the time of the holy rites, with muſic, vocal 
and inſtrumental, which was often practiſed, may no 
doubt put us in mind of that praiſe which waiteth for 
God in Zion, on account of purging away our tranſgreſſion 
by himſelf, which would have prevailed for ever againſt 
us, The carrying the blood of the victims into the 
holy place, the figure of the heavenly ſanctuary, correſ- 
ponds to the interceſſion of our High Prieſt within the 
vail, where he appears as a Lamb that has been ſlain. 
When the holy rites were finiſhed, atonement was 
made, The guilt of the offerer was abolithed, when his 
victim was deſtroyed: the anger of God was in fome 
manner 
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manner appeaſed, and he gave ſigns of reconciliation, 
But, as we ſhewed before, it was not in theſe ceremonial 
actions to atone for any moral guilt, except in a typical 
way. But he whom God hath ſet forth for a propitiation, 
hath, in the moſt proper ſenſe, fully expiated the fins of 
all his people, who have lived, or ſhall live. In his 2. 
tonement the believers of ancient and latter times have 
rejoiced, as the ſole foundation of their hope. And na. 
tions yet unborn ſhall be juſtified by him, from all things 
from which they could not be juſtified by Moſes's law. 

The fire that came down from heaven, and conſumed 
the ſacrifices, which doubtleſs was kept alive by the prieſts 
upon the altar, was it not an emblem of that fierce burn. 
ing wrath which preyed upon the ſoul of the incarnate 
Son of God ! Or, was it an emblem of the holy Spirit, 
through whom he offered up himſelf, and who is ſtiled 
the Spirit of burning? or elſe the fire might ſignify that 
fervent love to God and man, which many waters could 
not quench. It was love that wrought his death ; by 
this holy and pure flame was our atoning ſacrifice redu- 
ced into aſhes. | 

The altar, what was it? His croſs, ſay ſome. Nay, i 
was rather his divine nature, which like the altar ſup- 
ported, and like the altar ſanctified, his holy humanity, 
which alone was deſtroyed. This the croſs can ſcarce be 
ſaid to do, which was but the inſtrument of man's cruel- 
ty, and a deſpicable piece of timber, which neither ſanc- 
tified the body which it carried, nor received ſanQtifics 
tion from it. Where then are they who addreſs it with 
divine honours, and pay even to its picture, that homage 


which is due to him alone, that expired in agonies on that J. 
ſhameful tree? oo 
| $2 
B age 

| IX. The Ordinance of the Pass ovkx. desc 
TEX fatal night was now arrived, when the deſtroy- 4 
| ing angel was to ſmite all the firſt-born of Egypt, A 
and the chief of their ſtrength in the tabernacles of Ham. W 


This laſt and ſoreſt plague ſhall break the unrelenting he 


heut 
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eart of Pharaoh, and diſmiſs the oppreſſed Iſraelites 
rom his cruel yoke. But mark the goodneſs of their 
od, in providing for their ſafety amidit the general de- 


oſts the blood of a lamb, whoſe qualities, the manner of 
; death, and the rites wherewith they were to eat its 
e(h, are very minutely preſcribed, and left upon record 
or the generations to come. 'The meflenger of death, 

y were aſſured, would not preſume to enter theſe hal- 
wed doors, though a thouſand did fall at their fide, and 
en thouſand on their right hand. Then it was that the 
gyptian idols did alſo feel the vengeance of the true 
od: and fo memorable was the night, that the month 

which it fell, was, in all ſucceeding ages, to be the be- 
inning of months, or the firſt month of the year.— A ce- 
zmony indeed it was that ſeemed but weak, unmeaning, 
ad unprofitable : but, penetrating the outward vail, let 

try to diſcern the hidden myſtery, by that ſame faith 
hrough which Moſes kept the paſlover, and the ſprink- 
ng of blood, that he, which deſtroyed the firſt-born, 
hould not touch him. Its meaning we are not now left 
explore by our own wit: for that it was a prophetical 
ype, and a very expteſſive image of the Lamb of God 
hat takes away the fin of the world, an inſpired apoſtle 
zires us to know, by telling us, that © Chriſt our paſſover 
is ſacrificed for us.“ (1 Cor. . 7.) 

A Lamb was choſen out of the flock. Emblem of him 
ho was taken from among men, and raiſed up from a- 
nong his brethren; and, like that lovely creature, did 
njury to none, though he received from many, and is uſe- 
ul in life and death, being at once our cloathing and our 
od. It was a male of the flock of a year old; bor Chrift 
$2 Hon given unto us, and ſuffered in the flower of his 
ige. ut without blemiſh and without ſpot. Though 
leſcended from an impure race of anceſtors, he boogie 

o ſtain of fin into the world with him. And though he 
long converſed with ſinful men, and grappled with ſtrong 
emptations, he contracted not the ſmalleſt taint. Even 

udas and Pilate atteſted, that he was juſt and upright ; 
he laſt, before he condemned, and the firſt, after he by. 
traye 


aſtation ! They are directed to ſprinkle on their door- 


— 


and neglected to ſprinkle his doors with blood, he wasn 
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trayed him. — On the tenth day of the month Abit y thy 
the Lamb was fetched from the field, and on the fourteen ne. 
day at even, it was killed by all the Jews, in the pl; blo 
which the Lord did chuſe. Even fo, he of whom the(WW{lati 
things were ſpoken, went up to Jeruſalem five days let atio1 
fore the paſſover, where, with wicked hands, he was hich, 
ken, crucified, and lain. rant 
The Lamb was roaſted with fire. It was the fire ougl 
the Father's wrath, O immaculate Lamb of God! -² ili 
forced thee to complain, My heart is like wax, it I fre 


* melted in the midſt of my bowels. My ſtrength is die 
* like a potſherd; my tongue cleaves to my jaws.” (Pi 
xxii. 14, 15.) -A bone of the Lamb was not to be bn 
ken, and none of it was to be left until the- morning. I 
accompliſh the firit, the ſoldiers brake not his legs, x 
was uſual; and to fulfil the laſt, he was taken down fro 
the croſs the fame evening in which he died.—In vainh 
the Iſraelites killed the Lamb, if they had not alſo ſprink 
led its blood with the hyſſop upon the door-poſts. Ar 
Chritt is to us dead in vain, unleſs applied by faith unt 
the conſcience. His blood mult not be ſprinkled behin 
the door; for we muſt publicly profeſs, that we are nd 
aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt : nor below the door; f. 
it muſt not be trodden under foot: but above, and on eve 
ry fide, on all that we are, on all that we have, and e 
ail we do. Indeed, by as all-penetrating eye, the doo 
of the houſe and heart are ſeen with equal clearneſs. Ha 
a preſumptuous Iſraelite deſpiſed this ordinance of God 


within the limits of the divine protection; yea, had 
ventured abroad in that perilous night, the angel was nc 
bound to ſpare him. So when the arrows of deſtructio 
are flying thick and faſt, the blood of Jeſus is our on 
ſanctuary. Of this only can we ſay, See, O God, o 
„„ ſhield:“ (Pſal. lxxxiv. .) we are guilty of death, this 
the ſacrifice which thou requireſt: accept this blood which 
we ſprinkle by thy command, inſtead of our own that de 
ſerved to reek upon our door- poſts. O Jeſus, we are in 
debted to thy atoning blood for bleſſings that far tranſcen 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage, or kom temporal * 
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thy blood we are delivered from the wrath that is to 
me, Thou art our hiding place. Under this covert of 
y blood, we ſhall not be afraid of ſudden fear, nor of the 
folation of the wicked; but ſhall dwell in peaceable ha- 
tations, ſure dwellings, and quiet reſting-places, nigh 
hich, no plague ſhall come.—Many a time the haughty 
rant of Egypt was frighted by the awful prodigies 
ought by Moſes ; but never was he thoroughly ſubdu- 
|. till the blood was ſprinkled. Then the prey was ta- 
u from the mighty. In vain he purſues after them, 
r never more ſhall they wear his chain. So, many 
time the prophecies of Chriſt might fright the black 
ince of hell, but never was he 2 ſubdued, 
| on the croſs he ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
d made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them 
it, Even fo, his elect people are ſaid to overcome, by 
e blood of the Lamb, the enemy of their ſalvation. By 
is ame blood the idols are utterly aboliſhed. As in 
at night of deſolation, the temples of Egypt were not 
2red more than the palaces; fo, in the days of the Meſ- 
ib, hall a man caſt his idols of ſilver and gold, which 
made for himſelf to worſhip, to the moles and to 
e bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the 
ps of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for 
e glory of his Majeſty, when he ariſcth to ſhake terribly 
e earth. Well may this happy period be unto us the 
ginning of months, I the beginning of the year was 
langed to the Iſraelites, and the ſeventh became the 
ſt month, much more may the beginning of the week be 
tered to the Chriſtians, and the ſeventh day be exchan- 
d for the firſt, for a ſabbath unto the Lord; for, on that 
y, a much more glorious work was finiſhed, than when 
brought Iſracl out of Egypt, or even than when he fi- 
ſed the heavens, and all their hoſt, and laid the foun- 
ton of the earth. 3 
We have ſeen how the blood of the Lamb was ſprink- 
d, and the happy conſequences of this ſymbolical action; 
t us now attend how its fleſh was to be caten, and how 
e are made partakers of Chriſt, who is at once our ſhield 
protect us from danger, and our ſcod to preſerve our 
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in their uſe, ſhadows of good things to come, and, with- 
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ſoul in life. It was eaten roaſted ; for Chriſt is ſavoun 
to faith. A bone muſt not be broken; and myſteries mu 
not be too curiouſly pryed into. A whole lamb muſt be eat. 
en in every houſe ; and whole a Chriſt received by every 
believing ſoul. It muſt be eaten in haſte; and whathe. 
ver our * findeth, ſhould be done with all our might, 
The bitter herbs ſignified the bitterneſs of contrition for 
fin, and of the tribulation we ſhall have in this world. 
Unleavened bread is fincerity and truth, The loins gin 
and feet ſhod, ſignifies the girding up the loins of the 
mind, and the preparation of the goſpel of peace, or 
readineſs to every good work. e ſtaff in the hard 
__ ſignify, that here we have no continuing city. The 
paſſover was only to be eaten by the circumciſed and th 
clean; but if a man was unclean by reaſon of a dead be 
dy, or in a journey afar off, he was permitted to keep: 
ſecond paſſover on the fourteenth day of the ſecond month, 
Here let us end, adoring that condeſcending love that 
has appeared towards us the ſinners of the Gentiles. At 
the firſt paſſover, we were uncircumciſed and unclean, by 
reaſon of death ; we were afar off, and without Godin 
the world. But us hath he quickened who were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins; and in Jeſus Chriſt we, who ſometime 
were afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Chril. 
Therefore let us keep the feaſt; for even Chriſt our {:- 
cond—Chriſt our belt paſſover, is ſacrificed for us. 


——— . —— ＋ c 


X. The Ordinance of the SCAyE-GOAT. 


OF all the ceremonies injoined in the books of Levi 
cus, (that goſpel of Moſes,) none were more fignif- 
cant, as we may well preſume, and expreſſive of evange- 
lical myfteries, than thoſe preſcribed on the folemn annt- 
verſary of general atonement. The rites of this ſolemt 
day, thou © in themſelves but carnal ordinances, were, 


out all doubt, expounded in this view unto the people by 
the godly prieſts, whoſe lips kept knowledge. To what 
purpoſe elſe had been the multitude of their ſacrifices ui. 


t1 
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io him, who delights not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or of he-goats ? On this day the Jewiſh high prieſt 
was not firſt to array himſelf with his moſt coſtly attire, 
but with his linen garments. An emblem of the Chriſti- 
an High Prieſt's incarnation, who, when he came to ex- 
diate our fin, did not array himſelf with light as with a 
garment, but with the robe of our human nature, which, 
though clean and white, was without ſplendor or magni- 
fence, On this duy he offered expiatory facrifices 
both for himſelf and all the people. Jeſus, in all things 
thou muſt have the pre-eminence ! For ſuch an High 
« Prieſt became us, who needs not, as theſe high prieſts, 
« offer firſt for his own fin, and then for the people: for 
« the law makes men prieſts that had inſirmity; but the 
„word of the oath that was ſince the law, maketh the 
© Son, who is conſecrated for evermore.” (Heb. vii. 26, 
8 27.) On this day he made his folemn entrance into the 
holy place made with hands, with the blood of bulls and 
cats. The meaning of which, the great apoſtle de- 
clares, is the entrance of Jeſus Chriſt, the High Prieſt of 
good things to come, by a greater and more perfect taher- 
nacle, into the holy place not made with hands, that 1s, into 
heaven itſelf, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
But what we ſhall chiefly confine our attention to, for 
the preſent, is another ceremony peculiar to this day of 
atonement. . Beſides. the bullock and the ram which 
Aaron was to offcr, the firſt for himſelf, and the ſecond 
for the people; he was alſo to take for all the congrega- 
tion of Iſrael, two kids cf the goats for a fin-offering, 


They were to be brought, as uſual, to the door of the ta- 


bernacle of the congregation, But both were not killed as 
was uſually done : for by an uncomraon rite, the two vic- 
ms were pitched upon by lot, the one to be offered up 
in the accuſtomed manner unto the Lord, and its ſkin, its 
fleſh and dung, to be burned with fire without the camp; 
S the other to be preſented alive before the Lord, where 
Aaron, laying both his hands upon its head, confeſſed over 
J him all the iniquities of the children of Iſrael, and all 
their tranſgreſſions in all their ſins; and, laſtly, it was to 
be conducted into che wilderneſs by the hand of a proper 

M perſon, 
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perſon, (who, they ſay, might be either a Gentile or a 
Iſraclite) ; and probably it was never more inquired a. 
ter; wherefore it might be called Azazel, or the ſcape. 
goat, We ſhall, for the preſent, leave to others th; 
diſcuſſion of ſome curious inquiries about the name nf 
fate of this devoted creature, and proceed to notice hoy 
in both theſe victims Chriſt was ſet forth as the propitiz 
tion for our ſins. 

It is true indeed, that the goat is none of theſe crez. 
tures that are ſuppoſed to have the moſt amiable proper. 
ties. And it may ſeem odd, that the Lamb of Gy 
ſhould be prefigured by theſe beaſts, which, for their w. 
cleanly and unruly temper, are emblems of the wicked, 
who, in the laſt day, ſhall be ſeparated from the godly 
by the Judge of all the earth. But perhaps even this cir. 
cumſtance in the type might ſignify, that Chriſt was to 
appear in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, The goat, though 
commonly held an unclean creature, was, notwithſtand- 
ing, of the number of clean beaſts in the law of Moſes; 
and Jeſus Chriſt, though reputed a ſinner among men, 
was pure and righteous in the eye of God, And if it be 
true what is commonly reported of the medicinal qualities 
of this creature's fleſh, and of its blood ſoftening the f. 
gid adamant ; what hinders us to think of Chriſt healing 
our diſeaſes, taking away our hard and ſtony hearts, and 
giving us hearts of fleſh ? | 

But wherefore two goats? Or, if two, why not both 
uſed in the ſame manner? Why was one of them put to a 
death, and the other ſaved alive? Doubtleſs they ar: Wh... 
both to be viewed as types of the great propitiation or 
The firſt goat may ſignify that complete ſatisfa&ion Pe. 
which Chriit made to vindictive juſtice by the offering I. 
up himſelf; and the ſecond goat may ſignify the happy to 
conſequence of this propitiatory ſacrifice, in fiuiſhing tran Mon 

eſſion, making an end of fin, and carrying it, as it were, ie 
into the land of forgetfulneſs, that, to uſe the elegant le 
words of Jeremiah, “ when the iniquity of the houſe of Hite 
<« Ifrael ſhall be ſought for, there ſhould be none; and Hern 
5 the ſins of Judah, and they ſhould not be found.” (Jer. Me. 


1. 20.) Nor ought it to ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch a momen- 
t9us 
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ous truth ſhould be inculcated ſo many various ways on 
he ſame occaſion : for it is a ſingular effect of the good- 
eſs of God, to exhibit ſuch intereſting truths in differ- 
nt views, that we may have ſtrong conſolation, Beſides 
hat, all ſimilitudes and types fall infinitely thort of the 
reat myſteries they point at; therefore they are multi- 
lied, that they may mutually ſupply the deficiencies of 
ne another: for here the ſaying is made good, 'T'wo 
{are better than one; for if they fall, the one will lift 
{ up his fellow.“ | 

That the firſt goat was an emblem of Chriſt ſacrificed 
or us, as much as any other ſacrifices, is not difficult to 
erſuade. For, like other ſacrifices, it was killed, becauſe 
hriſt was to die. Its blood was carried within the vail; 
or Chriſt was to appear in the preſence of God for us 
ith his own blood. Its body was burned without the 
amp; and Chriſt ſuffered without the gate.—But let us 
ore particularly attend the myſtery of the ſcape-goat, 
d its likeneſs to Jeſus Chriſt. 


jon of Iſrael, and doubtleſs purchaſed with the public 
zoney, So Chriſt was taken from among his brethren; 
ad bought, in ſome ſenſe, for thirty pieces of filver out 

f the public treaſury, that he might be numbered with 
anſgreſſors, and bear the ſins of many. 

It was, like the other, preſented at the door of the ta- 
ernacle of the congregation, before the Lord and all the 
zople. So Chriſt prefented himſelf to do his heavenly 
ather's will before both God and the people, when at 


orant of what was to be done unto him by Jews and 
entiles. 

It was, as the other, choſen by lot, which, though caſt 
to the lap, is not fortuitous or accidental, for the diſ- 
oling is of the Lord. So Jeſus Chriſt was deſtinated, in 
e eternal countels to bear the iniquities of his people; 
e was delivered into his enemies hands by the determi- 
ate counſel of God; and by this ſame counſel, was de- 
:rmined before to be done whatever happened unto him. 
acnce it was that Pilate was deaf to the remonſtrances of 


M 2 his 
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It was, like the other, to be taken from the congrega- 


e paſſover- ſolemnity he went up to Jeruſalem, not ig- 
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his own conſcience, in condemning him that was moſt juſ, 
and hence the people of the Jews preſerred a murderer, 
the Lord of life, when they defired that Barabbas ſlioud 
be releaſed, and Chriſt ſhould be crucified. 

The ſacred animal, being thus preſented and choſen d 
God, the high prieſt was to lay both his hands on its hea 
devoting i it by this action, to the ſervice of God, and tra 
lating the fins of Iſrael upon it in a typical manner. Pez. 
haps it might ſignify, that the hand of vindictive Juſiic 
was to lie heavy on the Surety of ſinners; and it is ex, 
preſsly affirmed by the prophet, ** The Lord hath laid d 
him the iniquity of us all.” (Ia, ii, 6.) 

That this was the meaning of the rite, appears mon, 
vidently from the following one. For in this poſture di 
the high prieſt confeis all the f tins of his people from whan 
the goat was taken, Why ſhould their fins be conſeſſ 
in this manner, if it was not to ſignify, . that they were 
in ſome ſort, laid upon the head of the innocent victim n 
It was thus the great Doer of God's will was made fin e 
us, who knew no fin, The goat could not be guilty ira! 
theſe fins, for it was a brute beaſt. Nor could its Au un 
type be himſelf a tranſgreſſor of the law, for he was a dior 
vine perſon. Vet both the one and the other did bear ti Mic 
fias of many, to which it was, in the nature of things, ing 
poſſible they could be acceſſory in the ſmalleſt degree—Wi t! 
It was not thy fin, O ſpotleſs Victim, but the fins of thay 
elec people, that conſigned thee over to the bloody n 
ſhameful croſs. 'Thele were the fins which took hold viral 
on thee, and juſtified thy death. © Surely, ſurely, en 
„ bore our griefs, he carried our ſorrows, and the cl” 

«© tiſement af our peace was upon him.” (Iſa. liii. 4.0 L 
How elſe could his heavenly Father been pleaſed to bruiſe 
him, for whom it is no more good to puniſh the juſt, ths, 
to clear the guilty ? | Ve 

The devoted creature, chus laden with fin, is, by . 
hand of @ proper perſon, conducted into the wilderne\ el 
Why ſhould not this wilderneſs be viewed as an embleſ e 


of thele afflictions to which the Surety was expoſed by M 


fins he was charged with? Or, ſhall we ſay, it might ad 
a faint intimation, that the bleſſing of atonement Hol 2 
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be extended to the world of Gentile ſinners, which, in the 
ile of the prophet, is called the wilderneſs of the people 2 

r rather, the meaning may be, that, as the myſtic goat 
as never more looked after, or heard of, (for probably 
t would ſoon perith, if not by. hunger, at leaſt by wild 
xcaſts); ſo Jeſus Chriſt, by his atoning blood, would take 
way the fin of the world, and remove from them all the 
aiquities of his elect people, as far as the eaſt is diſtant 
om the weſt. O condemning law, you have nothing to 
ay to their charge, for Chriſt is dead! Therefore it is 

od that juſtifieth, and their ſins and iniquities will he re- 
ember no more, 

What thanks ſhell be rendered to that gracious Re- 
eemer, who was manifeſted to reſtore that glory to God 
hich he took not away, and to take away that fin of man 
hich he did not introduce? Be it ſo, there are, alas! 
do many to whom this all-important truth is of ſmall ac- 
punt, (for ſome deride, and more deſpiſe it); yet to the 
eary ſoul, to the conſcience burdened with guilt, it is 
ateful and delicious, as the full flowing ſtream to the 
ated hart, The happy ſoul to whom the doctrine of 
onement is manifeſted, he hears, upon the matter, the 


g accents ; © I have made thine iniquity to paſs from 
thee 3”? or, in the words of Nathan to the penitent king 
Javid, ** The Lord hath taken away thy ſin; thou ſhalt 
not die.“ (2 Sam. xii. 13.) Who would not be con- 
rained, by this love, to put away the evil of their doings 
om before his eyes, who hath put away the guilt of them 
om before his face ? 

Draw near all ye whoſe conſciences are burdened with 
e intolerable preſſure of a thouſand aggravated iniqui- 
es, who are ready to cry, © Mine iniquities are gone o- 
ver my head, they are a burden too heavy to bear.” 
Plal. xxxviii. 4.) While ſome, with Cain, go from the 
eſence of the Lord, and drown their diſmal thoughts in 
ze delights of ſenſe, or elſe in the whirl of buſineſs 
lt others have no ground of comfort but the general 


ort to their troubled hearts from their own imperfect 
M 3 righteouſneſs, 


ice of the great Jexovan ſpeaking to him in ſuch ravithe | 


ad unatoned mercy of God—whilſt a third fort derive - 
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what is paſt, and their reſolutions to do better for the ſu- 
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. their tears of repentance, their ſorrow for 


ture; confeſs your iniquities over the head of the New. 
Teſtament Scape-goat ; for“ he who thus confeſſeth and 
* forſaketh, ſhall find mercy.” (Prov. xxviii 13.) Thus 
runs the gracious promile of the holy One of Iſrael, By Wit | 
„his knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many is 
„for he ſhall bear their iniquities.”” (Iſa. liii. 11.) Bu be 
he that deſpiſes this way of peace, ſhgll bear his own bur. Hoe 


den, whoſoever he be. he 
Wil 

——  — . — thi 

XI. The Ordinance of the Ren HEITER. ut 
AVING ſeen the myſtery of the lamb that was (lan, dy 


and the goat that was ſent away, we come next u 

the red heifer, whole aſhes ſprinkling the unclean, did 
ſanctify to the purifying of the fleſh, when defiled h 
touching corples, graves, and dead mens bones: and wy 
ſhall ſee how it ſignified the ſprinkling of Chriſt's blood u 
on our fouls, to purge our conſcience from dead works, U 
ſerve the living God. 
It was an ordinance which God was pleaſed to injoin; 

a very punctual manner: for © the Lord ſpake unto M 


« ſes, and unto Aaron, ſaying, This is the ordinance u 
* the law which the Lord hath commanded.” (Nun p. 
xix. 2.) Indeed, what but the authority of God cou v 
have reconciled the minds of the ancient church to ſud f. 


a burdenſome yoke of ceremonies ?—'Therefore the H 
brew lawgiver takes ſuch particular care to inculcatet 
very where, that he delivered no laws unto them hid 
he received not from the Lord. No wonder that ti 
whole ſyſtem of ceremonial worſhip was purely found 
on the ſovereign pleaſure of God, when it was intended! 
ſhadow forth that adorable plan of redemption which: 
riſes from the ſame ſource, and is filed, in the New Ye 
tament, the my/tery of bis will, It is this that imparts 
venerable air to all thoſe rites, which, had they been 
human inſtitution alone, would have merited contem 
and ridicule, Let us, for one proof of this, obſerve ti 

qualitie 
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ualities, the ſufferings, and the uſe of this heifer. Theſe 
we (ball ſee are capable of being fairly applied to Jeſus 
hriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might purify us 
unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 


* 


d 


F It was a heifer. Perhaps, to intimate, that in Chriſt je- 
Ms there is neither male nor female; or to ſignify, that 
be would aſſume our nature, not in its ſtrongeſt ſtate of in- 
nocence, but in its infeebled ſtate of fin and miſery ; for 
he was made in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and compaſſed 
with infirmity. It was a red heifer. The reaſon of 
this (ſay the Jews) was hid from Solomon himſelf, but is 
not perhaps altogether concealed from the meaneſt belie- 
ver, who knows that his Saviour came from Edom, with 


WW dycd garments from Bozrah; or that he is clothed with 


oi 2 veiture dipt in blood. Red is a colour of beauty; and 
eis fairer than the children of men. Red is a colour of 


drength; and he is the One that is mighty. Red is the 


colour of guilt ; and he took the ſcarlet and crimſon- co- 


loured robes of our imputed fin, that he might clothe us 


ich the robes of his imputed righteouſneſs, whiter than 


wool, purer than ſnaw. It was a heifer without ſpot and 
blemith. Indeed this was required in every victim; and 


off in Chriſt the holy One of God it was fulfilled, An 
Wy unatoned God accepts nothing leſs than the moſt abſolute 
perfection; an unatoned God was he with whom our Sa- 
uy viour had to do. It is therefore eaſy to fee, that any the 


ſmalleſt ſpot would have entirely diſqualified him from ap- 
proaching unto God in an acceptable manner. It was a 
heifer on which never came yoke. As man, he never 
came under the yoke of fin; and as God, he was not un- 
der the yoke of duty; that is, he was not obliged to o- 
bey the law. If he paid tribute to the temple, he was 
not obliged to do ſo, (For even the kings of the earth 
hold their own children free from paying taxes). But 
leſt he ſhould offend them who were ignorant of his true 
charaQter, he pays the tribute, not with money out of his 
private pocket, but, to ſhew that he was Lord of all, with 
money he commanded a fiſh to bring from the bottom of 
the ſea, If he appeared in the form of a ſervant, it was 


wholly 


What then were the qualities required in this victim? 


meet, what was to be done unto her? Firſt of all, ſhe i; 


dumbrate the ſweet ſavour of his ſufferings, and the per- 
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wholly owing to his voluntary condeſcenſion. If he en. 
Pires in agonies on a crols, it is not becauſe his life is yig. 
lently taken away by the hands of ſinful men, but becau 
he laid it down of himſelf, Therefore does his Father 
love him; therefore is his obedience and death ſtridh 
meritorious ; and becauſe he has done more than was his 
duty to do, he is not an unprofitable ſervant. 

When a heifer was found in which theſe qualities did 


. 
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brought to Eleazar, the prieſt. Here indeed the type iz 
defective; for our high prieſt and ſacrifice are the ſame. 
Next the is brought without the camp; for Chriſt ſuifer. eit. 
ed without the gate. She was killed before his eyes, Neid 
So Chriſt was crucified and flain in the moſt public man. W hi 
ner, Her fleſh, and ſkin, and blood, were burned, in Mf h 
fire, together with her dung. So Chriſt ſuffered in the Why 
whole man; and when he endured the wrath of God, 
which is often compared to fire, they caſt upon him the 
dung of the moſt virulent reproaches. But what ſhall we 
ſay to the cedar wood, the ſcarlet cloth, and the hyſſop, 
that were thrown alſo into the burning ? Perhaps it never 
was intended by the Holy Ghoſt, that every minute cir- 
cumitance in that ritual worſhip ſhould have a ſeparate 
meaning affixed to it. Many uſages were, doubtleſs, to be 
practiſed in the ancient diſpenſation, with no other vier 
than to teſtify their abſolute ſubmiſſion to the divine will, 
What if we thould ſay, that as the cedar.wood, the ſcar- 
let, and the hyflop, were the materials of which they Wm 
made the ſprinkler, but firſt. theſe very things muſt be Nes 
thrown into the fire; ſo the means and ordinances by Wu 
which the clean water of Chriſt's blood is ſprinkled on Wh! 
our ſouls, are themſelves firſt ſanctified by his ſufferings. ¶to 
Or the ſcarlet cloth might denote the guilt of fin, which Wii 
was the cauſe of his death. The hyſſop might ſignify the te 
neceſſity of its being applied unto the conſcience, or of Wo! 
the ſprinkling the blood of Jeſus upon our hearts. And 
the cedar wood, which is durable and fragrant, might a- 


petual efficacy of his atoning blood. 


But whea the heifer was thus reduced to aſhes, are they 
ſuffered 
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flered to lie and rot with the common earth, or to be 
attcred by the winds? No; they were carefully to be 
athered up by a clean perſon, and depoſited in a clean 
lace without the, camp, where they are to be kept, in 
der to make with them a purifying water to ſprinkle the 
aclean, Who would have thought the aſhes of a burn- 
d heifer worthy ſuch regard, had ke judged only by out- 
ard appearance? But, t h ſeemingly vile, they were 
ally precious by the divine ordinance. Even ſo, the 
 Wicath and crucifixion of the dying Redeemer, though in 
„ Wopcarance an event worthy of {mall regard, was in reali- 
„the moſt memorable tranſaction that ever the ſun be- 
geld. Precious in the fight of the Lord is the death of 
his ſaints :?? (Pſal. cxvi. 15.) How much more the death 
ff his beloved Son? His blood, though trodden under foot 
y many, and by many eſteemed as water ſpilt on the 
round, is notwithftanding the price of our redemption, and 
dinitely more valuable than gold and filver, and all corrup- 
ible things. The clean place where the aſhes were de- 
polited, was it an emblem of the church, where alone the 
acred treaſure of his blood is diſpenſed? It was without 
he camp. Perhaps to intimate, that thoſe who were with- 
put the commonwealth of Iſrael, ſhould partake of the 
leanſing efficacy of Chriſt's blood; and that God would 
ut no difference betwixt them and bis ancient people, pu- 

tying their hearts by faith. Or ſhall we fay,, that as the 

precious relils were to be laid in a clean place; ſo the 

myſtery of faith in his blood can only be held in a pure 

conſcience * The aſhes thus preſerved were lit for ule 

upon every occaſion, as long as they laſted; whereas the 
blood of common ſacrifices ſoon congealed, and was unfit 
so be ſpriakled when it grew cold. Was not this a ſigni- 
licant emblem of the everlaſting fitneſs of Chriſt's blood 
to purge the guilty conſcience? For it is no leſs capable 
of being ſprinkled now, than the moment it was ſhed, 
being always warm, always new and living blood. Let 
us confider, in few words, the occaſion for keeping thoſe 
qurifying aſhes, the manner of preparing them, the rite 
dy which they were ſprinkled, and the danger of negle&Q- 


: The 


lug it. 


dinances of the goſpel, or faith, both which are the ap- 
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The occaſion for the aſhes, was the uncleanneſs off. 
X th 
Iſraelites, or ſtrangers that ſojourned among them, 
reaſon of the neceſſary and voluntary, or involuntary ad 


accidental touches of dead corpſes, bones, and graves * 
The touch of theſe defiled them legally, and debarre * 
them from acceſs to the ſanctuary of God. But our de. * 
filements now ariſe not from dead corpſes, but from dead * 
works, the ſins we daily commit. Wretched men that im 
4% we are, who ſhall deliver us from this body of death! 
(Rom. vii. 24.) Yea, what elſe are the beſt duties ven 
can perform but dead works, if God ſhould enter inofil:1. 


judgment? Even theſe need to be buried out of our ſig Hg 
and covered from the view of impartial juſtice with the, 
covering of Immanuel's righteouſneſs. And till we ar 
purged Yom theſe, we cannot ſerve the living God. 
The manner of preparing theſe holy aſhes, was to mix 
them with running water in a veſſel, An emblem of that 
divine Spirit which they that believe on Chriſt ſhall mfal. 
libly receive, by whoſe inviſible, but powerful operation, 
the blood of Chriſt is made effectual to purify our hearts, 
As the aſhes were mixed with the water in this typical 
ordinance, ſo the blood and Spirit of Chriſt are undivid. 
ed in their working: for they that are juſtified in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, are waſhed in the ſame name by the 
Spirit of our God; and from them whom he ſprinkle WE... 
with clean water, he takes away the hard and ſtony heart, 
The rite of ſprinkling was in this manner. On the 
third day, and on the ſeventh day, after the pollution was 
contracted, a clean perſon, dipping a bunch of hyſſop in 
the purifying liquor, was to ſprinkle the unclean. And 
on the evening of the ſeventh day, but not before, he was 
perfectly cleanſed. Let the clean perſon be an emblem 
of the miniſters of the goſpel, who have the precious trea- 
ſure of Chriſt's purifying blood and Spirit as it were in 
earthen veſſels. "Theſe ought (at leaſt) to be clean per- 
ſons, and an example in purity to believers among whom 
they miniſter. Let the bunch of hyſſop repreſent the or- 


plying means. The third day was the time of the firſt 
ſprinkling. We may here take occaſion to think, that 


On 
is 
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the third day Chriſt roſe again from the dead : and 
re indeed began our purging from guilt, for he was raiſ- 
for our juſtification. On the ſeventh day, the laſt of 
reekly revolution, the purification was complete on the 
ening. Nor will we be perfectly cleanſed from the in- 
rance of moral ſtains till the evening of death, and the 
mmencement of the eternal Sabbath. Thus ſhall he 
inkle, not a fmall number of Iſraelites, but many na- 
ns; not merely from the impurities of the fleſh, but 
m the pollutions of the conſcience. Though we are 
filed not only with ſmaller tranſgreſſions, but with the 
pſt deadly and abominable iniquities; or, to uſe the 
d- Teſtament phraſes, though we have not only touched, 
t remained among the graves, and lodged in the monu- 
nts; yet if we come to Jeſus, the Mediator of the new 
venant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, we ſhall be clean 
ough the word that he has ſpoken unto us. 
The danger of neglecting this ordinance was no leſs 
an exciſion from the congregation of the Lord. 80 
all they periſh as the vileſt part of the creation, who 
they are not polluted, when the judgment of unerring 
dom about all the children of men, is, They are al- 
ogether become filthy: ( Pſal. Iiii. 3.) or who, turn- 
away diſdainful from the fountain opened for ſin and for 
leanneſs, think to waſh out their ſtains by the nitre and 
pp of their own endeavours : for God ſhall plunge them 
into the ditch, and their own cloaths ſhall abhor 
them,” (Job ix. 31.) 
One other circumſtance deſerves to be noticed before 
leave this ſubject. The very ſame water that ſancti- 
d the unclean, defiled the man who touched or ſprink- 
lit, though he was clean before. Perhaps this might 
note the imperfection of theſe ſhadows, which never 
ud make them perfect by whom they were uſed ; or it 
cht intimate, that the virtue of divine inſtitutions de- 
nds not on the perſon that minifters about them. Or 
all we ſay, that faith in Chriſt's blood, like this conſe- 
ated water, defiles them that are clean, by diſcovering 
te of their natural pollution; and cleanſes them that 
defiled, by ſorinkling their hearts from an evil con- 
ſcience? | 
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ſcience ? But it is certain, the effects of this water ve 
not more contrary, than theſe of Chriſt himſelf, as prez, 
ed in the goſpel, who is to ſome the favour of life, aud 
others the ſavour of death. 


TH 


ell 
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her 
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XII. The Ordinance of the YEAR of Jus ILE. 


TR inflitution of the jubile was none of the leaſt i Þ: 

markable regulations in the commonwealth of In gr 
and deſerves our ſpecial attention. Beſides the Hes 
which the land enjoyed every ſeventh, it was ordainei dt 
reſt alſo every fiftieth year. The huſbandman was fois * 


to ſubdue his field with the plough, or to ſcatter his { 
in the furrows. What the earth ſpontaneouſly produce 
whether corn or vines, might be indifferently uſed by 
and was the ſpecial property of the poor inhabitants 
the land. The God who commanded this, was fully ab 
to-compenſate the want of harveſt and vintage, by croy 
ing the year preceding with uncommon plenty. But bf 
fides the intermiſſion of fervile labour in this extraori 
nary year, it was the will of God, that by its welcon 
approach, the poor Iſraelite * ſhould reap great adi 
tages, and enjoy very valuable immunities: The us 
vent dehtor was delivered from his creditor. The hue 
ſervant regained his former liberty, and inheritances u 
verted to the ſamilies to which they originally belonge 
The joyful found of trumpets announced the commenc! 
ment of this year of liberty; and tilis might denote the in 
perfed ion of theſe ſhadows, which never could make the 
perfect by whom they were blown on the day of atom 
ment, when they were faſting for their ſins, and afflidi 
their ſouls. This was the fait which the Lord did chul 
to undo heavy burdens, and let the oppreſſed go free. 
ſhort, it was a time of the reſtitution of all things in ti 
commonwealth, and a remedy againſt the caprice of fat 
tune, or rather the inequalities which ſovereign pro! 
dence introduces among men as to their outward eſtate, 
Several things might be ſuggeſted, to evince the pri 
priety of this regulation, viewed in a civil as well a 
religi 
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ehgious light. It was admirably well calculatea to pro- 
note brotherly love; to prevent the ruin of families, he- 
her by avarice or prodigality ; to preſerve the diſtinction 
{tribes, till Meſſias ſhould. come; and to impreſs upon 
eir hearts a ſenſe of their abſolute dependence upon God, 
their great landlord, whoſe property the land was, and 
ith whom they were ſtrangers and ſojourners : there- 
"re it was to be ſold only for a time, and not for ever. 
But let us raiſe our thoughts till higher to the year 
grace and day of ſalvation, wherein far greater immuni- 
es are proclaimed to the human race, than were anoun- 


g the impious imitation of this ſacred ordinance in the 
etended jubile of Rome, let us take occaſion to medi- 
te on that happy ſeaſon, which, in alluſion to this very 
ing, is ſtiled by the prophet, the pear of God's redeemed, 
d the acceptable year of the Lord. Joyful was the ſound 
liberty to the poor Iſraelite who was drowned in debt, 
r which he was obliged to part with his beloved free- 
dm, and to ſell the inheritance of his fathers. But more 
yful is the ſound of liberty to the wretched finner, who 
deep in arrears to the divine juſtice, a miſerable captyve 
fin and wrath, and utterly deprived of all inheritance 
the heavenly kingdom. O *© blefſed are the people 
that know this joytul ſound ! they ſhall walk, O Lord, 
in the brightnels of thy countenance. In thy.name ſhall 
they rejoice all the day; and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall 
they be exalted.” (Pſal. Ixxxix. 15, 16.) But a more 
rucular attention to what Moſes informs us about this 
and feſtival, will diſcover unto us the reſemblance be- 
ixt the trumpet of the jubile, and the trumpet of the 
ſpel, whoſe found, far from being confined to Judea a- 
e, is gone through all the earth, of which the prophet 
aias, rapt into future times, utters that glorious prophe- 


Meſhah : „And it ſhall come to paſs, that the great 
rumpet ſhall be blown, and they ſhall come which were 
ready to periſh in the land of Aſſyria, and the outcaſts 
n the land of Egypt, and ſhall worthip the Lord in the 
woly. mount at * (Iſa. xx vii. 13.) Th 

e 


d to the Iſraelites by the trumpet of the jubile. Deteſt- 


which has received its accompliſhment in the days of 
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The time when this glad ſignal was given by the ſolem WT 
ſound of trumpets, was the tenth day of the ſeventh month Wm 
or the day of atonement ; a day wherein the future exp. ee 
ation of the Meſſiah was clearly exhibited, in the guy 
that was ſlain, and in the goat that was ſent away, ani 
in other ceremonies truly fignificant and expreſſive. \ 
circumſtance this greatly to be obſerved. Who ſees ng 
here, that our jubile begins in the atonement of Jeſu 
Chriſt, as theirs began in the day, in which it was pref. 
gured ? The trumpet that was not ſounded on this day, 
was ſome other than the jubile-trumpet ; and the ſermn 
that is not built on the doctrine of atonement, is ſomething 
different from the goſpel.—O Jeſus, were it not for th 
bloody death, thy glorious reſurre&ion, and ſtill more gl, 
rious aſcenſion, our ears had never heard the goſpel-trun 
pet's joyful ſound, nor of the gifts which thou received fy 
men, far ſurpaſſing the gifts and immunities of this gat 
ſome year! 

The intermiſhon of toil and labour, in this Sabattic 

year, wherein the land was not tilled, and the comme 
property which every one had in the ſpontaneous produc 
tions of the earth, may be conſidered as an emblem of th: 
bleſſed reſt. which is proclaimed in the goſpel of Jelu 
Chriſt, from the works of the law and of the fleſh, ul 
from anxious carking cares about the good things of th 
preſent life. He that feeds the ravens without their! 
bour, and clothes the lilies without their toil, will ce: 
tainly with-hold no neceſſary things from the objects of 
choice regard, The joyful ſound forbids you to aſk wi 
painful anxiety, © What ſhall we eat? what ſhall we drink 
and wherewith ſhall we be clothed.” (Mat. vi. 31 
Leave him who knows your wants to anſwer theſe pt 
plexing queſtions. © Be careful for nothing,” (Phil. 
6.) is a cheerful note ſent from the goſpel-trumpet. He 
it, ye-happy, people, who know the joyful found, and tu 
your timorous cares into believing confidence! 

The cancelling of debts at this happy ſeaſon, may wt 
be viewed as an emblem of the forgiveneſs of ſin, or t 
dreadful debt of puniſhment which all the human race 0 
to eternal juſtice, the moſt inexorable. of all ene 


— > 


THE ORDINANCE OF THE YEAR OF JUBILE- 147 


This debt we are born under, and are every day contracting 
more. It is marked every farthing in the book of God's 
remembrance, and the time of final reckoning 1s haiting 
apace, Miſerable they whom that awful day {hall find 
without a Surety. How can we diſcharge it, who are not 
able ſo much as number it? But theſe are the charming 
cents of the goſpel-jubile, © I, even I am he that blot- 
teth out your iniquities for mine own ſake, and will not 
remember your ſins.” (Iſa. xliii. 25.) Diſmiſs your 
fears, ye poor inſolvent debtors : for there is forgiveneſs 
ith your great Creditor; and, for the fake of his dear 
Bon, he will not enter into judgment with you. 

The releaſe of ſervants, and delivering from bondage, 
s another joyful ſound of the acceptable year of the Lord: 
privilege ſo much more glorious than the liberty of the 
[ſraclites, as the flavery — which we are redeemed is 
nore miſerable than the ſervice to which they bound 
hemſelves. The goſpel is a joyful ſound of liberty from 
e bondage of God's wrath, which we are taught todread 
jo more with ſervile fear, but with a filial reverence z— 
rom the bondage of Satan's tyranny, that we may no 
nore be led captive at the will and pleaſure of that wick- 
d ſpirit z—from the fear of death, which has ſubjected 
any to bondage all the days of their life. It is a ſound 
freedom from the law, not indeed as it is a rule of life, 
for the obligation to all ſorts of religious and civil duties 
ſtrongly corroborated by the goſpel), but as it is a co- 
enant of works, A ſevere and rigorous maſter indeed! 
dach accepts no work, if it is not abſolutely perfect; 
nich never re-admits into fa vour thoſe, who ia the ſmall- 
ſt inflance, have incurred its diſpleaſure, though they 


leaſe it. Eternal death is the ſmalleſt puniſhment it will 
e latisfied to inflict, and obcdience abſolutely perfect the 
ly condition of acceptance. 'They who are under the 
oninion of this rigid lord, (and ſuch are all the race of 
adam before the goſpel comes), can never hope to attain 
verlaſting life, or eſcape everlaſting death; for one ſin, 
nough ever ſo ſmall, will do them more harm, than all 
heir duties, how many ſoever, can do them good. But 
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nould be ever ſo ſolicitous to do all in their power to 
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than what returned to an Iſraelite at the year of liber 
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we muſt not forget to mention how the goſpel is a joyfy 
ſound of liberty and freedom from the domineering power 
of fin, and the luſts of our hearts, which, though diver, 
and often contrary, demand full homage, and perfect gr. 
tiſication. Betwixt the bondage of the law, and the bon. 
dage of fin, there is a moſt indiſſoluble relation, thoug 
one would not think ſo at firſt view. But the great ap: 
tle expreſsly affirms, that “ the ſtrength of fin is the lau; 
(1 Cor. xv. 56.) and makes our not being under the ay, 
but under grace, a reaſon why fin ſhall not have the dt 
minion over us. (Rom. vi. 14.) Be it fo, that ſeryiy 
divers luſts and pleaſures is not eſteemed by many as u 
intolerable thraldom, but, on the contrary, they thinkit 
a ſtate of liberty to be the ſervants of corruption, 

They are not the only madmen who glory in their chain 
miſtaking them for regal ornaments. A moſt unqueſtia 
able judge of human nature has taught us, that“ he wh 
* commits fin, is the ſervant of fin.” (John viii. 34.)! 
ſaint of the firſt magnitude affirms, that to ſeek Gol 
precepts, is to walk at liberty. (Pal. cxix. 45.) An 
who has not heard the diſmal groans of the bleſſed apolll 
which the body of fin and death extorted from the botto! 
of his heart? (Rom. vii. 24.)—O ſin, what an impena 
lord art thou! and thy ſervice of all others the moſt ig 
minious, the molt laborious, and the moſt unprofitable 
for ** the wages of ſin is death,” (Rom. vi. 23.) Bu 
the goſpel-trumpet ſays to the priſoners, ** Go forth ; u 
„to them in darkneſs, Shew yourſelves 3”? (Iſa. xlix. g 
and when they know the truth, the truth ſhall make th 
free. 

The reverſion of inheritances, is the laſt thing we fl 
notice. We loſt our inheritance by the firſt mortal tra 
greſſion, and were every day reſigning more and more 0 
claim to the divine favour, for the tranſitory pleaſures ( 
fin. We have ſold for nought the invaluable treaſures! 
eternity, and are by no means able to redeem what we hal 
fo fooliſhly foregone. But theſe are the glad tidings of 
everlaſting goſpel.. In Jeſus Chriſt, O ye children of me 
you may obtain an inheritance infinitely more valuad 
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1 inheritance of exceeding glorious riches, incorruptible, 
adefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
or you. The blood of Chriſt is the price that bought it; 
he Spirit is the earneſt that ſecures it. And when the 
Redeemer comes again, they ſhall perfectly enjoy the pur- 
haſed poſſeſſion : for“ the Lord knows the days of the 
righteous, and their inheritance endureth for ever.“ 
Pſal. xxxvii. 18.) 

Happy they who hear by faith the trumpet of the goſ- 
el jubile, in this accepted time; who look into the per- 
-2 law of liberty, and continue therein! In the deciſive 
bur of judgment, the trump of God itſelf ſhall not affright; 
d even in this preſent ſtate, they ſhall be brought into 
e glorious liberty of the ſons of God; they ſhall lead 
zem captive whoſe captives they were, and rule over 
cir oppreſſors. 


wt | 
) | 
1 XIII. The Law of the LEER. 


| HE law of the leper, which is delivered by the He- 


brew lawgiver with conſiderable prolixity, 1s indeed 


heedleſs glance, ſuppoſing that very little inſtrudtion 
in be derived from ſuch antiquated uſages, as were to 
2 obſerved about the diſcovery, the ſeparation, and the 
eanſing of the infected Iſraelite. One is apt to wonder 
the diſtemper itſelf, which infected not only the bodies 
men, but their garments and houſes; and to be no leſs 
rpriſed, that the heavenly Majeſty ſhould condeſcend to 
ve ſuch minute directions about the ſymptoms of the le- 
rally, and the manner of its cleanſing. But when we 
e l uſider that every thing almoſt about the typical nation 
as figurative, their diſeaſes not excepted, 28 we 
ay ceaſe to wonder, and willingly acknowledge, that 
re, as in other ancient rites, the body is of Chriſt. 

ort was a cutaneous diſtemper, well known to the Jews; 
dd, as they ſay, to other nations in thoſe parts of the 
orld. Though in itſelf it was only a natural evil, it was, 


eri ucver, inflifted oftentines by the immediate hand of 


N 3 the 


portion of ſacred writ, we are apt to ſkim over with v 
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the Lord, as the puniſhment of fin, as in the caſe of M. 
riam, Gehazi, and king Uzziah. That it was always a 
indication of any flagrant guilt, we will not preſume 9 
ſay. But the unhappy patient, who was ſeized with thy 
hateful malady, was, by the divine law, excluded fron 
the cheerful ſociety of men, and from acceſs to the taber. 
nacle of God, till it ſhould pleaſe God to recover him, 
or at leaſt till the ſymptoms of recovery were perceive 
by the prieſt by whom the ſentence was pronounced. 
But let us take a more exact view both of the diſeaſe, ani 
the manner of its purgation, | 

Was the Almighty diſpleaſed with the leproſy ? wx 
his indignation againſt the poor leper ? Nay, he de. 
piſes no man for the affliction of his body, however loth. 
ſome. A Lazarus covered with ſores, and a Job vid 
boils, are the objects of his ſpecial love; while the mol 
wealthy ſinner that wears the fineſt purple, is a vile per. 
ſon in his eyes. Sin 1s that lothſome diſeaſe, and the fin. 
ner, that abominable leper, here deſcribed. ** Behold, ! 
« am vile, I am a man of unclean lips, I abhor myſelf," 
(Job xl. 4. and xlii. 6. Iſa. vi. 5.) is the language of the 
convinced foul. An infant wallowing in the blood of it 
nativity, and a ſow wallowing in the mire, a dog retum. 
ing to his vomit, and a ſepulchre exhaling the ſtench d 
a putrifying carcaſe, are not greater nuiſances to the ſenle 
than the foul that lies in fin, to the pure eyes of Gol, 
Sin is that abhorred leproſy which [ſpreads its dire conu 
gion far and wide, infecting all the duties which the fi 
ner can perform, and all the comforts that he taſtes; for 
to him that is defiled and unbelie ving, is nothing pure. 
(Tit. i. 15.) Beware how you approach the ſociety d 
the wicked, a thouſand times more infectious than the 
company of the filthieſt leper. O my ſoul, be not unit 
ed to their aſſembly that are the workers of iniquity, i 
thou wouldſt keep the commandment of thy God! He 
that was infected with the typical leproſy, was not on 
in danger of defiling thoſe with whom he converſed, bu 
the very garments he wore, and the houſe in which | 
dwelt. But fin has ſubjected all creatures to the bondage 
of corruption, Therefore it is revealed, “ the element 


„ (h;l 
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hall melt with fervent heat, and all theſe things ſhall 
ebe diſſolved;“ (2 Pet. iii. 10, 11.) as the infected gar- 

ent was burned with fire, and the infected houſe demo- 
"hed from its very foundation. — The leper under the 
au was excluded from the ſociety of men; and when 
he diſtemper came to a great height, or infected the 
dead, he was to uſe the ſignals of deepeſt mourning ; his 
lothes were to be rent, his head bare, and a covering up- 
pn his upper lip; and as he went, he was to cry, Un- 
lean ! unclean ! But the leproſy of fin excludes the mi- 
erable ſoul from all intercourſe with God, communion 
rith angels, fellowſhip with Jeſus, ſociety with the ſpi- 
its of juſt men, and acceſs to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
chere nothing that is defiled can enter. O diſmal foli- 
ude! O terrible ſeparation ! With what tears thall it be 
Jeplored ! What tokens of mourning are deep enough to 
xpreſs the melancholy ſtate! And, alas! we ſpeak not 
ff a malady that is rarely to be found. It is hereditary 
o all the ſons of Adam without exception; for © they 
are altogether become filthy ; there is none that doth 
good, no not one. (Pal. liii. 3.) How can he be 
clean that is born of a woman?“ (Job xxv. 4.) 

No wonder the prieſt was injoined to proceed with ex- 
raordinary caution, in inſpecting the ſymptoms of this 
ateful diſtemper, when ſo much depended upon the ſen- 
ence he ſhould pronounce. A perſon was not to be pro- 
ounced unclean on a ſudden, nor upon every flight ſymp- 
om of leproſy that might have appeared in his fleſh ; for 
he ſuſpected Iſraelite was to be ſhut up ſeven days, and 
dn the ſeventh day to be judged according as the ſymp- 
oms were favourable or malignant. 'This ſurely was de- 
igned to inculcate the extraordinary caution wherewith - 
he office-bearers in the church, as well as others, ought 
o try the ſpirits, and ſeparate the precious from the 
ile; and that no man's ſtate thould be deemed bad, un- 
eſs there are moſt evident tokens of fin having the domi- 
jon over him. Every man who had in his ſkin a ſpot, 
reckle, or bliſter, was not to be judged a leper. Nor muſt 
e ſay of every {in of infirmity, ** It is not the ſpot of 
ls children; for in many things we offend all.“ (Jam. 

” il, 


* — — — - 


v 


head, through the decay of nature, or otherwiſe, though 


a 
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iii. 2.) Again, a man whoſe hair fell off his head or fore. 


he was bald, yet he was not a leper. Nor are they all in; 
ſtate of ſin, the vigour of whoſe ſpiritual life is much ah. 
ed, and who, alas! have left their firſt love. Yea, touch the 
an Iſraelite was actually ſeized with a leproſy, if there Miet 
were tokens that it was not ng upon nature, but that 
nature was expelling it, as ſuppoſe the plague was not in WM ll 
fight deeper than the ſkin, or if ſpread not in the ſkin, or WW * ; 
if the plague was ſomewhat dark, and there were black Wh * } 
hairs in the riſing, or if it covered all the ſkin from head MW ha 
to foot whereſoever the prieſt looked; in any of theſe Wir 
caſes he was not pronounced unclean : for thele were fa. Wl 61 
vourable ſymptoms that the diſtemper had not infected ha 
the vitals ; that the whole maſs of blood was not corrupt. Wl fat 
ed; and that nature was ſtill ſtrong, and working out 
the contagion, No more muſt we conclude, that they Wi (1 
are all in a bad ſtate, who may take up the pitiful com. Wl © 
plaint of David, My loins are defiled with a lothſome Wl © 
e diſeaſe, and there is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh.” (Pal, 

xxxviii. 7.) The leper whoſe plague is not in ſight deep. Wh a 
er than the ſkin, is he whoſe life may indeed be ſtained e- 
with ſome external blemiſhes; but he fins not with all tr 
his heart, which is {till ſound in God's ſtatutes. The le. WM i 


per whoſe plague ſpreads not in the ſkin, but was ata Wb 


itay, is he who emerges from his fall, like David, or Pe. Wl © 
ter, by a ſpeedy repentance. Their fin was but a ſcab; Wl q 
they waſhed their cloaths in the blood of Chriſt, and were Wl © 
clean. f 
The leper whoſe plague was ſomewhat dark, and the 
hairs not turned white, (a ſure ſign of the ſtrength of na- 
ture), is he who has a principle of life and ſtrength with - 
in him, that never can be ſubdued by the ſtrongeſt efforts 
of ſin, but ſhall prevail at the laſt. The leper who was! 
all turned white in every part, from head to foot, (a ſign Ml \ 
that the diſtemper was expelled from the vitals to the ex- 
ternal parts, and that the cure was as good as wrought), WM ' 
is he who has obtained an evangelical conviction of his 
natural pollution in heart and life, that he is altogether Ml 
„ become filthy; (Pſal. ii, 3.) and that in him, tat is, 
“in 
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„ in his fleſh, there dwells no good thing.” (Rom. vii. 
18. 

. on the other hand, the bad ſymptoms were ſuch 
25 theſe, If the hair in the plague was turned white; if 
the plague was in fight deeper than the ſkin of his fleſh ; 
if there was quick raw fleth in the riſing; and if it ſpread 
itſelf further and further in the ſkin. And the worſt of 
all kinds was the leproſy in the head: The prieſt ſhall 
« pronounce him utterly unclean ; his plague is in his 
head.“ (Lev. x11. 44.) He that had white and yellow 
hair in the ſore of his leproſy, is the ſinner who has no 
ſtrength to oppoſe any temptation, and can make no re- 
- WH filtance at all to the luſts of his own heart: for, white 
d WY hairs are ſigns of the debility of nature, and that death is 
- WH fait approaching. Grey, hairs,” ſaith the prophet Hoſea, 
are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not.” 


« How weak is thine heart, ſeeing thou doſt all theſe 
things?“ (Ezek. xvi. 30.) 

He whoſe leproſy was in light deeper than the ſkin, is 
an emblem of the ſinner who works wickedneſs with full 
conſent, and from the very bottom of his ſoul, whoſe 
| WH tranſgrefhion proclaims, that his heart is not right in the 

light of God, and to whom the words of the prophet may 
be addrefſed, © This thy wickedneſs is bitter; it reach- 
eth unto thine heart.“ (Jer. iv. 18.) He that had 
quick raw fleſh in the riſing of his plague, may perhaps 
denote the ſinner who cannot endure to be touched or re- 
primanded for his fault, though in the gentleſt manner. 
This is a dangerous ſymptom indeed ! David, this was 
not thy ſpot: Let the righteous {mite me, it ſhall be a 
kindneſs; let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent 


oil, which ſhall not break my head.” (Pſal. cxli. 5.) 


He whoſe plague did ſpread in the ſkin, is the ſinner who 
waxes worle and worſe, and increaſes unto more es, l 
nels, And, laſtly, the man, whoſe plague was in his head, 


is the finner, the faults of whole lite proceed from the er- 
rors of his mind; whoſe underſtanding is debauched by 
his will, and he is arrived at ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs, 
as to vindicate himſelf in the gratification of hus luſts, and 

f | | even 


(Hoſ. vii. 9.) And faith the Lord God in Ezekiel, 
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even to glory in his ſhame. He is utterly unclean, any 
hardly, very hardly, ſhall his cure be ever effected. Bu 
the rites of cleanſing demand our next attention. 

When it pleaſed God, who ſent this doleful plague, . 
remove it again, the leper was fetched to the prieſt, « 
rather the prieſt unto the leper; and when upon a narro 
ſcrutiny, it appeared the cure was really wrought, he wy 
pronounced clean; but not without practiſing various pur. 
ging ceremonies on the firſt, the ſeventh, and the eight 
day. Jeſus Chriſt is that Prieſt to whom the leproy 
ſoul is brought, or rather who hath condeſcended to com 
unto us, who could not go unto him, becauſe we were 
polluted in our blood without the camp, aliens from the 01 
commonwealth of Iſrael, He is come, not merely to clean 
them, who are already healed, like the legal prieſt, but 
toheal them who, without his helping hand, were abſolute. 
ly incurable. The Iſraelite who was brought for cleanſin 
to the prieſt, was himſelf to provide the neceſſary oblz. 
tions, not without ſome coſt and toil. But the High Prief 
of good things to come, demands no ſuch conditions from 
thoſe who come for healing to their ſouls : himſelf ha 
laid out the neceſſary charges, and has, by ** the one df. 
„ fering of himſelf for us, for ever perfected all them who 
66" are ſanQified.” But let us more narrowly attend to the 
ceremonies of cleanſing, in the order wherein they were 
performed. 

On the firſt day of the leper's appearance before the 
prieit, the prieſt was to take for him two birds alive and 
clean, and cedar wood, and ſcarlet, and hyſſop, to make 
wit them a ſprinkling inſtrument. . An earthen veſſel 
was filled with running water, over which one of the 
birds was to be killed, and the other bird, together with 
the ſprinkling inſtrument, being dipt in the bloody water, 
the leper was to be ſprinkled with it ſeven times, and the 
bird let looſe into the open field. And the leper, though 
pronounced clean by the prieſt, was notwithſtanding to 
cleanſe himſclf ſtill more, by waſhing his cloaths, thaving 
his hair, and bathing his whole body. And after that he 
was permitted to come into the camp ; but he was to tar- 
ry abroad out of his tent ſeven days. Some have — 
an 
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d perhaps not without ſome reaſon, that the materials 
ich were to be procured on this occaſion, might be ex- 
eſſire of that wholeſome ftate on which the leper was 
ww to enter. Before he was 1a a manner dead, but now 
ftored to life, which might be fignified by the living 
ds. Before he was putrifying, and in a ſtate of cor- 
ption, but now vigorous and robuſt, ſignified by the ce- 

. Before he was pale and wan, but now of a lively 
ilk complexion, ſignified by the ſcarlet. Before he was 
auſeous to the ſmell, but now cured of his ill ſcent, ſig- 
fed by the hyſſop. But what hinders us to think of ſtill 
reater myſteries, and to lift our thoughts to the purging 

our ſins by our great High Prieſt ? 

The two birds alive and clean, may denote the two na- 
res of Jeſus Chriſt. The human nature was put to death, 
ut the divine nature was incapable of ſuffering. By the 
man nature he died for our offences, and by the divine 
ature he roſe again for our juſtification, The ſprinkling 
uſtrument of cedar, ſcarlet, and hyſſop, may ſignify the or- 
Jinances of the goſpel, by which the bleſſings of Chriſt's 
heath are communicated. The running water is the Spi- 
it of Chriſt, who is always imparted to the heart, when 

e blood is ſprinkled on the conſcience. The earthen 
eſſel is an emblem of the miniſters of Chriſt, who, though 
frail and brittle creatures, and deſpicable in the eye of 
he world, and ſome but of ſmall capacity and ſize, are 
intruſted with this invaluable treaſure of goſpel-grace, to 
de diſpenſed unto others. And whereas the prieſt was to 
kill one of the birds, this intimates that“ without ſhed- 
ding of blood is no remiſſion.“ (Heb. ix. 22.) He was 
to dip the living bird in the blood of the dead one; this 
imports, that the blood of Chriſt's humanity is, by the 
hy poſtatical union, the blood of his divinity, or the blood 
of God, which is the very thing that renders it the blood 
of atonement. The ſprinkling inſtrument of cedar, ſcar- 
let, and hyſſop, was to be dipt in the ſame blood: for all 
the ordinances, and all the means of ſalvation, are ſancti- 
fed by the blood of Chriit alone. In this blood, if we may 
be allowed the expreſſion, muſt miniſters dip their ſermons, 


il they would be profitable to men; and in this blood muſt 
Chriſtian's 


which the royal penitent ſo pathetically breathes after 
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Chriſtian's dip their good works, if they expect then 
be acceptable unto God. The ſprinkling the lepec fue 
times, ſignifies that perfect cleanneſs which is, by (1, 
blood of ſprinkling, introduced into the conſcience, aut 


* Waſh me, and I ſhall be clean; ſprinkle me with hyſ 
* ſop, and I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow.” (Pſal. li.). 
— The diſmiſſion of the other bird into the open heel 
may perhaps denote the reſurrection of the Son of God, 
or that his divine nature was untouched by death. Ot, 
as the living bird received its liberty when dipt in the 
blood of the dead one ; ſo we are made to know the poy 
er of his reſurrection, by the fellowſhip of his ſuffering, 
and may truly ſay, Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of 
* the ſnare of the fowler.” (Pal. cxxiv. 7.) The leper 
thus ſprinkled, according to the ordinance, though pro-. 
nounced clean by the prieſt, was required to ſhave h. 
hair, and waſh himſelf and his clothes in water, that he. 
might be clean; which was not only a precaution to pte. . 
vent relapſe, through any relicts of the diſtemper lurking 
in his hair or garments, but may alſo point forth to us this 
momentous truth, that our being ſprinkled by our High 
Prieſt with the clean water of his blood, does not at all 
ſuperſede the cleanſing ourſelves from all filthineſs of the 
fleſh and ſpirit. There is no perſon who partakes this 
glorious privilege, who endeavours not, as his duty, to 
purify himſelf, to lay aſide all ſuperfluity of naughtiaeſs, 
to put off the old man, and to hate even the- garment 
ſpotted with the fleſh, by having no fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs. Nor are his purifying en- 
deavours to be intermitted, but perſiſted in all the days 
of his life, as the leper was to repeat on the ſeventh day 
the ceremonies of ſhaving and waſhing ; for ſanctification 
is a gradual and progreſſive work, that ſhall not be com- 
pleted till the week of this mortal life is fulfilled. —Such 
were the ceremonies of the firſt and of the ſeventh day. 
On the eighth day, three lambs were to be fetched for 
a treſpaſs-offering, a ſin- offering, and a burnt-offering, 2 
quantity of fine flour for a meat-offering, and one log of 
oil. If he was not able to afford fuck coſtly offering 
| the 
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© Lord accepted ſuch as he was able to get, which are 
Iſo condeſcended upon in the law. "Theſe ſacrifices being 
reſented, together with the leper, before the Lord, were 
o be offered in the uſual manner. But the blood of the 
reſpaſs-offering, was, by a peculiar ceremony, to be ap- 
lied to the extreme parts of the leper's body, the tip of 
is right ear, the thumb of his right hand, and the great 
oe of his right foot. Above the blood the oil was to be 
plied in the ſame manner, and the overplus poured up- 
n his head who was to be cleanſed. Theſe facrifices, 
rithout all doubt, had the ſame general meaning as other 
ſacrifices; and the peculiar ceremonies were doubtleſs 
very ſignificant : as if the prieſt had ſaid to the leper, 
„ put this blood, and this oil on your ear, now you are 


Der free to hear the word of God in any ſynagogue : I put 
tog it on your thumb, now you may handle any thing, and 
u not defile it: 1 put them on your toe, now you may go 
be where you pleaſe, and men will not avoid your ſocie- 
egg.“ But what forbids us to think of {till higher myſte- 
"2 rics? Theſe particular parts of the body may ſignify the 
us perceptive and executive faculties, in both which we of- 
gh fend, and for both which we need the great propitiation. 


(Hervey, Vol. I. Dial. 3.) Was not this the language of 
that ſolemn rite ? “ Now you are made clean, let all 
« your faculties and powers be devoted to the ſervice of 
God. Let your ears be open to the commands of 
„God. Let the works of your hands be eſtabliſhed and 
accepted by him. Let your footſteps be ordered in his 
* word.” The oil that was put upon the blood, moſt cer- 
tainly ſignifies the Holy Ghoſt, as a Spirit of ſanctification. 
By the blood of his merit, he forgives all our iniquities : 
and by the oil of his Spirit, he heals all our diſeaſes. 
By the firſt we are juſtified ; by the ſecond we are ſanc- 
tied. By the one, fin ſhall not condemn, to ſuffer the 


puniſhment it deſerves; and by the other, it ſhall not - 
command, to obey the orders it gives. And whereas 


; the remnant of the oil in the prieſt's hand, was to be 
c WW poured on his head that was to be cleanſed ; this moſt 
undoubtedly prefigured the ſhedding of the Holy Ghoſt 
aon us abundantly through * Chriſt our Saviour. f is 
| aid 


„be whiter than the ſnow.” (Pſal. Ii. 7.) 


riginal language of the Hebrews. Why ſhould the name 


mong the Jews, and to the God of Iſrael, if there wer 
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ſaid in one place, “ Ye have an unction from the hg 
« One;” (1 John ii. 20.) and in another, © He . 
% hath anointed us, is God; who hath alſo ſealed us, wy 
« given the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts.“ (2 Co 
1. 21, 22.) 7 

How fooliſh a part had that Iſraelite ated, who hy 
contented himſelf with making application to the phy. 
cian, without having recourſe to the prieſt for the clear 
ing of his leproſy! Alas! the balm in Gilead could ng 
ſupply the place of the ſacrificial blood. Nor do the 
act a wiſer part, who ſeek to the phyſicians of their om 
legal endeavours for the cure of their leproſy, but nt 
unto Jeſus Chriſt, the High Prieſt, who ſtands reach 
with his hyſſop and blood. Can the rivers of Damaſcu 
compare with the waters of Iſrael? Bring us, O Lord 
to the Jordan of thy grace for cleanſing theſe leproys 
ſouls ! * Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make us clear, 
(Mat. viii. 2.) „O ſprinkle us with hyſſop, and we ſhi 
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XIV. The Law of the Nzar KINSS HAN. 


T is not for nought the near kinſman among the Jens, 
and the Lord himſelf, are alike denominated in the o- 


Gol be common to him that acted the kinſman's pat! a- 


not a great reſemblance betwixt the kindly offices of the 
one, and the gracious benefits of the other? And the 
propriety of this obſervation will more evidently appear 
from an induction of particulars, For what the earthly 
Goel, or neareſt blood-relation was enjoined to do for 
his brother under the law, the heavenly Goel, that is, 
the all-gracious Redeemer, hath done, in the moſt erii- 
nent manner, for finners of the human race under the gol 
pel. If an Ifrachte died without children, the Goel was 
to marry his widow, to raiſe up ſeed unto his brother, 
that his name mighit not periſh, If, through poverty, he 
had ſold away his poſfeſſion, the Goel was to buy back 


his 
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ſelf for a ſervant to another man, the Goel was to re- 
em him from his maſter. And, laſtly, If an Iſraelite 
13 murdered, his Goel was to avenge his blood, by 
ringing the wiltul murderer to ſuffer condign puniſh- 
gent. —Waving the political reaſon of theſe laws, we 
all confine ourſelves to their allegorical interpretation: 
or, on all theſe accounts, the believer, in the promiſed 
leſſiah, may fay of him with Job, “ I know my Goel 
liveth.” (Job xix. 25.) 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not left us this day 
ithont a Kinſman, to marry and raiſe up the ſeed of good 
orks unto our barren nature. Once ſhe was fruitful un- 
> God before the breach of the firſt covenant ; but now, 
as! the image of God ſhe wore at firſt is miſerably de- 
aced; her huſband the law is become dead and weak 
hrough the fleſh, and ſhe can bring forth no children un- 
God, that is, can produce no action that bears reſem- 
lance unto him, or correſponds to the demands of the 
aw. Sin and death, theſe are the only births of corrupt 
ature ; and we may truly ſay of all men in their unre- 
ewed ſtate, They conceive miſchief, they bring forth 
falſehood, and their belly prepareth deceit.” (Job xv. 
5.) At beſt they can only ſay, ** We have laboured, 
we have been in pain, we have brought forth wind.” 
Ila. xxvi. 18.) But the loving Kinſman conſented to mar- 
this barren nature, by aſſuming a true body and a rea- 
able ſoul, its two eſſential parts, into a perſonal union 
mth himſelf, and by uniting with himſelf, in a myſtical 
nion, a great number. of individuals of our race. It is 
tue, the match was molt unequal, and huge difficulties 
ere to be ſurmounted, before the marriage could be ſo- 
emnized, and the bride prepared for her huſband. But 
his love was ſtronger than death itſelf, and we are be- 
ome dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, that we 
might be married to another huſband, even to him that 
vas raiſed from the dead, that the barren. woman might 
Keep houſe, and become a joyful mother of children, 
Now that our Maker is our hutband, (he that was barren 
ata born ſeven, and the promiſe is accompliſhed, * Thy 
O 2 «© wite 


s inheritance. If, for the ſame reaſon, he had ſold 


devil; fold ourſelves for a wretched ſuſtenance, the huſk 
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* wife ſhall be as a fruitful vine by the ſides of thy houſ, th 
her children like olive-plants round about thy table» 
(Pfal. cxxviii. 3.) We may truly affirm of all the hapyy 
ſouls that are eſpouſed to the one huſband, * Every oj 
** beareth twins,” the love of God and his neighbour, 
and none is barren among them.” (Song iv. 2.) The 
children are indeed the heritage of the Lord, and this 
* fruit of the womb his reward: happy is the man tha 
&* hath his quiver full of them. (Pſal. cxxvii. 3, 5. 
Here am I,” will he ſay in the great day of the Lord, 
and the children whom thou haſt given me.” (Heb, i. 
1 


2 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not left us without x 
Kinſman to redeem the mortgaged inheritance of everlall 
ing life, which, alas! we ſold away for one morſel of for. 
bidden fruit, but are not able to buy back again by all 
the mouey of our obedience or ſufferings. None of our kin 
were able to pay the price. For all men being equally 
involved in the ſame ruin, none of them could redeem hi 
brother: and angels, though glorious and perfect creature 
yet needed all their holineſs for themſelves; and had the) 
undertook to pay our debt, they would have, like the 
kinſman in Ruth, but marred their own inheritance. But, 
lo! what men and angels could not have done, the Sono 
God, clothed in fleſh and blood, hath completely effected. 
The ranſom was paid down in the liquid gold of his pre 
cious blood to the utmoſt farthing of the legal demand 
Now heaven is a purchaſed poſſeſſion; and by thy pover 
ty we are become rich, O gracious Redeemer, who to 
our ſakes becameſt poor, though the ſilver and the goldi 
thine, | 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not left us without a 
Kinſman, to redeem not only the inheritance to us, but 
us to the inheritance : for being reduced to the moſt ab 
je& poverty, by the loſs of original righteouſneſs, and 
communion with God, we ſold ourſelves, like the prodi 
1 ſon in the parable, to the moſt ſordid ſlavery of th 


that ſwine do eat. From this inglorious ſervitude wt 


could not by any means have extricated ourſelves, — 
the 
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the Kinſman, the Redeemer had come to Zion; had taken 
don him the form of a ſervant, and given himſelf a ran- 
ſom for all. Such was the hard condition of our reſcue ; 
but in his love and in his pity he redeemed us, who had 
ſold ourſelves for nought: for“ with the Lord is plente- 
% ous redemption, and he will redeem Iſrael from all his 


he « iniquities.?? (Pal. cxxx. 7, 8.) | | 
bs Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not left us without a 
F Kinſman to be the avenger of our blood, when the prince 


the rebellious angels had maſſacred the human race in 
he loins of their great progenitor. That wicked ſpirit, 
ſtung with fierce reſentment againit the avenging God, 
and (Himulated with envy againſt innocent and happy man, 


df his revolt. Thus he was a murderer from the begin- 
ning, not only of our bodies, which are, by his means, 


urally dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and liable to everlaſting 
engeance, which is the ſecond death. The holy and 
righteous law of God was, thall we ſay, the city of re- 
aze to which he fled. He boaſted, © Shall the prey be 
taken from the mighty? ſhall the lawtul captive be de- 
 livered ??P (Iſa. xlix. 24.) For having, in ſome ſenſe 
he power of death, the ſting of which was fin, and the 
trength of fin was the law, what mere creature was able 
o enter into the palace of this ſtrong-armed Apollyon, and 
poil him of his armour? Whoever enters on this arduous 
nterpriſe, he muſt be able to unſting death, by ſatisfying 
he law. Here then let us adopt the ſublime rapture of the 
tophet, The Lord faw it, and it diſpleaſed him that 
there was no judgment. And he ſaw that there was no 
man, and wondered that there was no interceſſor : there- 
fore his arm brought ſalvation unto him; and his righ- 


das a breaſt-plate, and an helmet of ſalvation upon his 
head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for 
clothing, and was clad with zeal as with a cloak.” 
Ia. lix, 15, 16, 17.) Or thall we uſe the ſtile of the New- 


' Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers of fleſh 


ſeduced him to fall off from his Creator, and to partake 


ſubjected unto the firſt death, but of our ſouls, that are na- 


' teouſneſs ſuſtained him. For he put on righteouſneſs 


leſtament apoſtle, when ſpeaking of this very thing?“ 


O 3: | „and 
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overcome the wicked one. Thus has he redeemed their 


fal bleſſing to the world. In proceſs of time he was the 


. * the ſervice of God, and the promiſes. Theirs were the 
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„ and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
„% fame; that through death he might deſtroy him tha 
« had the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Heb, jj, 
14.) The Redeemer has died, the Redeemer has riſen a. 
in; O Satan, where is thy power? O death, where i 
thy ſting? For, though © the ſting of death is fin, and 
though the ſtrength of ſin is the law, thanks be to God 
« who gives us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord," 
(1 Cor. xv. 56, 57.) The glorious Avenger of our blood 
has not only puniſhed the murderer, (which 1s all tha 
man can do for his ſlaughtered brother ;) but has reſtored 
hfe to the murdered, that in their own perſons they may 


ſoul from deceit and violence, and precious has their blood 
been in his fight. 


... —— —ö—ä— 


XV. The Holy NATION of IsRAEL. 
WW HEN the knowledge of the true God was loſt x 


mong the degenerate nations, the family of Abra 

ham was choſen to be the repoſitory of that moſt invaluz- 
ble treaſure. It was promiſed in ſolemn manner to this 
venerable patriarch, that he ſhould have a numerous pro- 
eny, and a peculiar ſeed, that ſhould become an univer- 


progenitor of a mighty nation, divided into twelve tribe, 
who being fora longtime the only viſible ſociety where God 
was worſhipped, were diſtinguiſhed from other people with 
very high appellations, and valuable privileges. They are 
ſtiled in the Old-Teſtament, © a peculiar treaſure, (Exod, 
„ix. 5.) a kingdom of prieſts (Ver. 6.) and an holy nation 
(Ver. 6.) the inheritance (Deut. xxxil. 19.) the vineyard, 
* (Pal. lxxx. 15.) the congregation, (Pal. Ixxiv. 2.) the 
e tribes of the Lord of hoſts, (Pſal. cx xii. 4.) and his firit 
„ born ſon.” (Exod. iv. 22.) „To them pertained the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
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« fathers, and from them the Meſſias himſeli was to ſpring 
* according to the fleſh.“ (Rom. ix. 4, 5.) This famous 


nation 
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the ation, after many viciſſitudes of fortune, were at laſt, 
tha or the horrid crime of rejecting and murdering the Meſ- 
jah, diſinherited by the offended God of their fathers, 
n x Wiveited of all their glorious privileges, ejeQed from the 
e i; and of promiſe, and are become miſerable wanderers a- 
and Wong the nations. 

What (hall we ſay then to theſe things? Has God caſt 
day his people? Is there no Iſrael now to be found, a- 
ood Wrong whom his name is great? Ves; though Iſrael, ac- 
tha cording to the fleſh, is no more the people of God, itill 
red Where is an holy nation, a royal prieſthood, a peculiar peo- 
may le, a true circumciſion, that worſhip God in the ſpirit, and 
ten Piave no confidence in the fleſh, The ſinners of the Gen- 
tiles, who were once polluted as dogs, ſtupid as ſtones, 
re now, by the power of divine grace, become the chil- 
dren of Abraham, and the true Iſrael of God. John ſaw 
he Chriſtian Iſrael ſealed in his myſterious viſion, of eve- 
ry tribe a ſelect number. And the twelve apoſtles of the 
Lamb are ſaid, in a prophetic ſtile, to fit on twelve thrones, 
and judge the twelve apoſtate tribes of Ifrael, when they 
became the ſpiritual fathers of the holy Chriftian nation, 
of which Iſrael according to the fleſh was a figure. Let 
us ſee where the reſemblance lies. 

And, firſt, We might obſerve the ſmallneſs of their be- 
ginning. They were once but few in number, the feweſt 


the of all people, as their lawgiver told them. Though af- 
c terwards they received a prodigious increaſe, they de- 
oo ſcended from twelve men, who iprung from one as good 
ih z dead, that was called being alone. Exactly ſo, the 


Gentile church, though a great multitude that no man 


d, can number, are the ſpiritual children of the twelve apo- 
tles, who ſprung from one that was actually dead, though 
rd, fie lives for evermore. Though the beginning of the goſ- 
be pel-church was ſmall, like a grain of feed, or a little lea» 


f. ven, yet its latter end did greatly increaſe. 

he Secondly, The number of their enemies deſerves our 
W attention, This ancient people were never without ene- 
ie mies of one ſort or other, in Egypt, in the wildernels, 
and even in Canaan itſelf. The church of Chriſt has al- 
u WH ays, in this ſtate of warfare, her Egypt, hes 2 


her Edom, her Moab, her Philiſtines, and her Babylon 


not know the loſs of children; yet at the appointed time, 


that may be well adapted to the Meſhah himſelf. 
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This laſt being the moſt eminent foe of the ancient ri 
of Iſrael, is viewed, in the prophetic book of the Nes. 


Teſtament, as a figure of the malignant church, or Anti. 10 
chriſtian ſtate, the moſt formidable adverſary of the tre 
church ſince the aſcenſion of our Lord. And truly, the E 


prophetic deſcriptions of ancient Babylon, by whoſe t. 
vers the melancholy captives of Iſrael fat down and wept 
are, with the molt evident propriety, applied by the Ney. 
Teſtament prophet to that powerful, that wealthy, thx 
idolatrous, that perſecuting church of Rome, that ſits on 1 
the many waters of kindreds, and nations, and people, 
and tongues. Though, like the ancient Babylon, her pre. 
deceſſor and type, the ſhould defy all danger, live delici. 
ouſly, and boatt the is a queen, and no widow, and ſhall 


the cry of her deſtruction, her final, her total de ſtruction, 
mall be heard; Daughter of Babylon, near to deftruc. 
„tion, bleſſed hall he be that rewards thee, as thou haſt 
done unto us.“ (Pal. cxxxvii. 8.) 

The eminent deliverances of Iſrael is the next thing 
we ſhall notice. Though they were an afflicted nation 
from the beginning, lying among the pots, travelling 
through the floods, traverſing the wilderneſs, weeping by 
Babel's ſtreams; yet © happy waſt thou, O Iirael, x 
people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and 
„ the {word of thine excellency.” (Deut. xxxiti. 29.) 
The houſe of bondage could not detain them; the waters 
of the ſea could not overflow them; the wilderneſs could 
not famiſh them; and Babylon could not hold them in 
captivity, Who knows not, that theſe illuſtrious works 
of God in behalf of the choſen ſeed, are ſung in lofty 
numbers by the inſpired penmen, in phraſes that deſcribe 
the common falvation, and the redemption of the world 
from ſtill more dreadful foes? And theſe illuſtrious per- 
ſons, who, under God, atchieved the ſeveral reſcues of 
ancient Iſrael, are ſpoke of in the prophets, in phraſes 
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The ſingularity of their laws and cuſtoms, which were, 
by Heaven's appointment, divers from all people, was 
no 
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len o doubt intended to adumbrate that diſtinguiſhing ſanc- 
bay ity, ſo different from the faihions of this world, which 
* ught to adorn the holy Chriſtian nation. The Jews of 
* Id were not more ridiculed by their ſcornful neighbours, 


ar the ſeeming oddity of their national uſages, than the 
xeculiar people of Chriſt have been in every age, for their 
| pcalous attachment to the divine law, and becauſe they 
©" ere not conformed to this world. | 
4 But a principal thing for which the Jewiſh nation was a 
* ypical people, is the glorious national privileges they poſ- 
en WW: fſed, the chief of which we ſhall mention. Jo them be- 
ple, Nponged the adoption to be God's firſt-born ſon, or the e- 
e ection to be his peculiar people: a privilege that exalted 
= hem high above all nations, and yet was not conferred upon 
Adem becauſe of their own worthineſs or excellency, of 
hate ver kind, but ſolely becauſe it was the good pleaſure 
ff God to beſtow this glorious dignity upon them. Even 
ſo, the election and adoption of the general aſſembly and 
hurch of the firſt-born, whoſe names are written in hea- 
yen, ariſes from the ſame ſource, the good pleaſure of his 
vin, and purpoſe in grace; not of works, left any man ſhould 
boaſt. To them belonged the glorious ſymbols of the di- 
11 vine preſence, as the holy temple, the ſacred fire, and the 
bright cloud of the ſanctuary; though by degrees theſe 
ſhadows vaniſhed, as the body approached. What nation 
was ſo great, to have the Lord ſo near them in the viſible 
J Wtokens of his preſence ? None but that holy nation, whoſe 
prerogative it is to behold the glory of the incarnate word, 
God manifeſted in the fleſh, To them belonged the law 
or covenant of works, ordained in the hand of Moſes, as 
a mediator betwixt God and them. So to the Chriſtian 
church belongs the law or covenant of works, ordained in 
"WW the hand of Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator between God and 
man. Their mediator could not fulfil the law for them; 
| they brake the covenant, and God regarded them not. 
; But Chriſt hath magnified the law, and made it honoura- 
ble, by a moſt complete ſatisfaction, and meritorious o- 
bedience. To them belonged a civil government, model- 
led by God himſelf; for their ſtate was a theocracy, and 
me Lord ſaid unto them, I will be thy king. (Hol. 
xiii. 10.) 


the 
> ki. 


fleſh, aliens from the commonwealth of Iſrael, —trembling 


* high-minded, but fear.” (Rom. xi. 20.) Happy they 
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xiii. 10.) Exactly ſo, the laws of the New-Teſtamey 
kingdom are all enacted by him that fits upon the throns, 
nor mult the ordinances. of men claim homage from te 
ſubjects of ſeſus Chrilt, except in ſo far as they compar 
with his poſitive inſtitutions. To them belonged the fer. 
vice of God, according to theſe rites which himſelf pre. 
ſcribed An emblem of that reaſonable and acceptable 
ſervice which appertains to the true church, and which i 
found no where but among the ſocieties of Chriſtian wor. 
ſhippers. To them pertained the promiſes of reſt in Cz. 
naan the pleaſant land, and of victory over the devoted 
nations. 50 to the Chriſtian church belongs the promil: 
of everlaſting lite, and final reſt in the better heavenly 
country, to recompenſe their wanderings through the mazy 
wilderneſs of this world; and the. promiſe of complete 
victory over the nations of ſpiritual foes, the luſts that 
war in their earthly members: a more glorious honour 
this than to ſtorm a city! as, he that ruleth over his 
© own ſpirit, is better than the mighty. (Prov. xvi. 32) 
* This honour have all his ſaints.” (Pſal. cxlix, 9.) 
Here let us end—adoring the riches of that divine good. 
neſs, in bringing nigh, by the blood of his dear Son, thoſe 
that were afar off, Gentiles in the uncircumciſion of their 


at the ſeverity of divine juſtice towards that ſinful nation, 
who are now as much depreſſed below all other people, a 
once they were exalted above them. Let us recolled 
the apoſtle's neceſſary admonition : © Becauſe of unbelief 
* they were broken off, and by faith we ſtand. Be not 


who are endowed with this noble grace! Such are I. 
raclites indeed, © though Abraham be ignorant of them, 
© and Iſrael according to the fleſh acknowledge them 
„ not. (la. Ixiii. 16.) For if we are Chriſt's, then are 
* we Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe.“ 


(Gal. iii. 29.) 
XVI. 77 
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XVI. The Victory over the nations of CANAAN. 


EFORE the tribes of the Lord could poſſeſs their 
D goodly heritage, the numerous and mighty nations 
at dwelt in Canaan were firſt to be expelled. What if 
or once the eternal Sovereign, and juſt Governor of the 
orld, ſhall transfer to a choſen ſeed, the property of a 
nd inhabited by guilty wretches, © and put into their 
hand a two-edged ſword, to execute vengeance upon 
tcl i the heathen, and puniſhments upon the people; to bind 
nil: WF their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
"lr WWF iron; to execute upon them the judgment written z? 
ary WPlal. cxlix. 6,—9.) ſhall we therefore preſume to cen- 
lete Wire the Majeſty of heaven as cruel and unjuſt? No; the 
orrid wickedneſs of theſe nations fully juſtified the ſeve- 
ty of their doom; and the peremptory command of God 
blolves the Iſraelites from the charge of barbarity, in be- 
ming the executioners of the ſcutence. If ſome in lat- 
ages have, with equal cruelty and injuſtice, for hea- 


ol- Mens cauſe, (a horrid pretence!) made deſolate the earth, 
ole them not plead this precedent z for as ſuch a mandate 
wir never given before, ſo thall it never be repeated again, 
ng put leaving it to God himſelf to vindicate his ways to 
ON, an, as he is well able to do, we th alt proceed to notice 


» 5 Wt ſpiritual privilege of the true Iſracl, ſiguiſied by this 
led ictory over the nations. 

Perhaps it were not improper to view it as an emblem 
not Ii the conqueſt over the world, obtained by the firſt 
reachers and profeſſors of Chriſtianity under the banner 
{the croſs, though not wita carnal weapons, I hough 
em, is very fit that the Antichriſtian kingdom ſhall be pro- 
oted by the horrid methods of torture, mailacre, tire, 


a” ad faggot, the Son of man came not to deitroy mens lives, 
ſe. Nut to fave them. If the apottles of the Lamb had a 

wo-edged {word in their hand, it was the iword of the 
7. p1:1t, which is the word of God: faith was their ſhield, 


ichteouſneſs their breaſt-plate, and their helmet was the 
pe of ſalvation. Equipt with this armour of light, they 
zodued the nations to the obedience of faith: ner could 

the 


168 TYPICAL THINGS- BOOK 1 


the perſecutor's ſword, the philoſopher's wiſdom, nor th 
inveterate cuſtoms of the populace, received by tradit 
from their fathers, retard the progreſs of their victoria 
arms, though, to the outward eye, they ſeemed but | 
graſhoppers before theſe formidable ſons of Anak. 

We might alſo here take occaſion to think of that { 
minion which the upright ſhall have in the morning 
the reſurrection, when the ſaints of the Moſt High fe 
fit with Chriſt upon his throne, and, in ſuch manner | 
is competent unto them, ſhall judge the world of vic 
ed men and angels. Even in this imperfect ſtate, the li 
tre of divine graces, and beauties of holineſs, have co 
manded reſpect and veneration in the minds of proud u 
wicked men. A judge has trembled before a priſone 
and a fox has feared a lamb. Theſe are preludes of th 
final ſuperiority of the righteous in the deciſive hour 
judgment, when the evil ſhall bow before the good, : 
be aſhamed for their envy at the people they deſpiſed. 

But chiefly the Canaanites we muſt endeavour to ext 
pate, are the luſts that war in our members, that war 

inſt the ſoul, Againſt theſe inward foes muſt we | 
CS hand of violence, if we mean to take the kingdom 
heaven. Iſraelites indeed, here point your revenge, he 
bend your indignation ! To pity theſe, is the higheſt q 
elty to yourſelves; and to make any league with them, 
to be overcome. To mingle with theſe nations, was fat 
to Iſrael of old; they were forbid to ſeek their peace 
their wealth for ever: but if they ſhould cleave tot! 
remnant of theſe nations, on whatever pretence, know 
certain, that the Lord your God will no more drive th 
“out, but they ſhall be fnares and traps unto you, ſcouig 
« in your ſides, and thorns in your eyes, and hall vex y! 
„in the good land wherein you dwell.” ( Joſh. xxiii. 1; 
Such 1 thorns are unmortified corruptions in 0l 
hearts: and if we conſult our peace and ſafety, it will 
our conſtant work to weaken their power by all poſit 
means. But to attempt a reconciliation of holineſs a 
fin, to mediate peace between theſe contrary princip| 
is to entail upon ourſelves a ſource of perpetual di{qui 
tude. x 
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The Canaanitiſh nations were not only the firſt inhabi- 
ts of the country, but greater in number, and mighti- 
in power, than Iſrael their conqueror, So in the Joly 
ir, the fin that dwells in the ſoul, is the firſt poſſeſſor, 
mightier than the principle of grace received, 
hanks to its omnipotent Ally, that iniquity prevails not 
inſt it, even to a total victory. Let none be deterred 
dm fighting the good fight of faith againſt theſe inward 
emies, though perhaps ſome branches of the body of fin 
iy ſeem ſo vivacious, as even to gather new life by 
ir foils; may ſeem to have intrenched themſelves ſo 
eply in the conſtitution of the ſoul, and to derive ſo 
ny advantages from ontward circumſtances in life, that 
expel them is equally impoſſible, as for the Iſraelites 
drive out thoſe Canaanites who had chariots of iron. 
der the divine conduct of Jeſus Chriſt, our true jo- 
a, we ſhall ſet our feet upon the necks of theſe dread- 
foes. Take unto you the whole armour of God, and 
ore every accurſed thing from the midſt of thee, O 
zel, and the Lord thy God will drive out theſe nations 
fore thee by little and little. Their defence is alrea- 
departed from them, ſince the law, the ſtrength of fin, 
perfectly fulfilled, and ſtript of its condemning power. 
time, a happy time will come, when no Jebuſite ſha!l 
ell in the land, when no latent corruption ſhall infeſt 
y ſoul, and there ſhall be no pricking briar, nor any 
jeving thorn to the houſe of Iſrael : for it is the graci- 
promiſe of the Captain of our ſalvation, * He that o- 
ercometh, and keepeth my words unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations, and he ſhall 
ule over them with a rod of iron, as the veſſels of a 


potter ſhall they be broken to ſhivers.” (Rev. ii. 26, 


ow if 
th 
,ur% 
2x 1 
. 1} 
in 0l 
ill 
oſſib 
fs at 
cipl 
{qui 


v.. H 
XVII. The Allegory of Hacar and SARAH, 


S we are informed by the great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, that the private hiſtory of Abraham's family 
a preſage of the events that happened to his poſterity, 
ſhall glance it a little, This faithful patriarch had re- 
| P ceived 
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ceived the promiſe of a ſeed, in whom all nations ſhoy 
be bleſſed. But the accomplithment was long delayed 
his wife proved barren; old age was ſtealing on ay 
and there ſeemed no human probability that Sarah thoy 
have a ſon. She ought, however, to have believed hi 
faithful who had promiſed, and fully able to perform wh; 
he had ſaid. She ſhould not have deviſed unlawful mey 
of helping the promiſe to bring forth, but patiently ei 
pected God's time of viſitation, which is always the bes 
But it was otherwiſe : for, in the ardour of impatien 
{he urges Abraham her huſband to marry her bond-maig 
fondly imagining, that this ſtratagem might compenia 
her own barrenneſs, and forward the birth of the pron; 
led ſeed. Whatever humility and ſelf-denial this good wi 
man may be ſuppoſed to have acted, in making ſuch a yr 
poſal, it cannot certainly be vindicated from the char 
of being in itlelf immoral, and contrary to the origin 
dictates of the law of nature: for, though polygamy w 
ordinarily practiſed in the primitive ages of the wor 
and even in the patriarchal families, who profeſſed th 
true religion, it is neither to be excuſed nor imitate 
There is no ground to think that God approved, thuy 
he tolerated, the cuſtom of having more wives than or 
From the beginning it was not fo, And indeed the fan 
ly-broils, which the ſcripture frequently mentions, as & 
caſioned by this practice, is a ſufficient confirmation of i 
manifeſt inconvenience. Of this we have a lively inſtanc 
in the preſent caſe : for no ſooner is this unlawful over 
ture of Sarah complied with by her huſband, by takin 
Hagar into his bed, than the inſolent and diſreſpecti 
carriage of the bond - maid, when ſhe ſaw that ſhe had con 
ceived, raiſed ſuch variance in the family, that at laſt { 
is obliged to run away from the reſentment of her injure 
miſtreſs. But returning, and humbling herſelf, a peac 
was again patched up for a time. She bears Ithmael, 4 
braham's firit-born ſon ; but this was not the child of thi 
promiſe. There was nothing extraordinary about | 
birth, which was, to uſe the phraſe of the apoſtle, after /t 
fleſh. (Gal. iv, 23.) The happy ſecd that ſhould be 
corae a bleſſing to the world, mult be born in kl wy 
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>> ; not of a hond-maid, but of a free-woman. And, 
arah, why did you doubt if the power of God was able 
o make the barten woman a joyful mother? How abſurd 
it for any to haſten providence ! Give it time, and it 
vill do all things well. For when, in proceſs of time, 
\braham's body is as dead as Sarah's womb, lo, Iſaac is 
onceived and born; Iſaac the promiled ſeed, Iſaac the 
ong-· expected child, is brought forth, to the great joy of 
is parents, a ſon of their old age. By this time Iſhmael 
become a youth, and arrived at years of ſome diſcre- 
ion; but he walks rather in the ſteps of his mother than 
ff his father; and is ſo daring, as to mock at his younger 
brother, at his weaning feait. Though one would be 
illing to excuſe this behaviour, as proceeding only from 
uerile levity, the ſeverity of the puniſhment inflicted for 
his fault, ſeems to evince, that there was a great mix- 
ure of impiety in this inſulting carriage, and that the 
promiſe itſelf was the chief thing he derided. It could 
ot fail to be very irritating to Sarah, to obſerve how ill 
er kindneſs to Hagar was requited by the undutiful de- 
portment of her fon; ard when (he urged their preſent 
liſmiſſion from the family, Abraham was not over ready 
o comply with this requeſt, becauſe of the affection he 
bore to Iſhmael z and he hoped that the paſſion of his wife, 
hough juſt, would ſoon ſubſide. But the motion of Sa— 
ran, “ Caſt out the bond-woman, and her ſon; for the 
' {on of the bond-woman ſhall not be heir with my ſon, 
*even with Iſaac,” (Gen. xx1. 10.) is backed with a 
mandate from God himſelf. And accordingly the father 
of the Jewiſh nation, which is very remarkable, difcards 
rom his family his eldeſt fon, who was equally eircumci- 
ſed with Iſaac, never, as it would ſeem, to return again. 
And this was done by the poſitive command of God him- 
elf, with a ſpecial view to prefigure the future rejection 
of a great part of Abraham's natural poſterity, that were 
only deſcended from him according to the fleſh. 

That this was the ſecret deſign af providence in this 
memorable ſtory, might been conjectured from the narra- 
tive of Moſes. But we are not allowed ſo much as to 
doubt of it, by that infallible expoſitor of the law, Paul 
P 2 the 
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the apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt ; who diſcourſing on this very and 
ſubje to the revolted Galatian churches, expreſsly ſay; l 
„Which things are an allegory, for theſe (women) are NRre. 
the two covenants.” (Gal. iv. 24.) According to this i"! 
apoſtle, Hagar, with her ſon, was ſecretly deſigned to re. 
preſent the covenant that preſcribes our own obedience u 
the meritorious condition of juſtification and life; a repre. he 
ſentation of which covenant was exhibited at mount Si. e 
nai, in Arabia, and it alſo anſwers to Jeruſalem that now 
is, and is in bondage with her children, that is, to the ds fo 
preſent apoſtate church of the Jews, who expect to be juſti. F 
fied by the works of the law, and all who imitate theirf*** 
example. Upon the other hand, Sarah the free-woman, 
with Iſaac her ſon, is an emblem of the covenant that di. 
rects to look for ſalvation only by the righteouſneſs of 
middle perſon, without the works of the law; which co- 
venant was publiſhed from mount Zion, and anſwers to 
Jeruſalem above, or the true church, whether of Jews 0 
Gentiles, that is free from the legal yoke, and 1s the mo 
ther of us all, if we believe. Let us purſue this beauti 
ful allegory a little in the track which the apoſtle hu 
marked out, : 
And, firſt, it may be ſaid, that as Sarah the free- e 
man was before Hagar; ſo the promiſe was before the las 
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and the covenant of grace antecedent unto the covenant | 
of works. Not to peak of the federal tranſaction be 4 
twixt the Father and the Son, which the ſcripture fre art 
quently mentions as commencing from all everlaſting, H“. 
promiſe or revelation of this eternal covenant, was ch bo. 
bited to the church long before the Sinai-diſpenſation, 5 

Again, as Sarah was the miſtreſs, and Hagar the maidgp*** 
lo the goſpel is the miſtreſs to which the law was ſubſe" 
vient. If Hagar had kept her ſtation, without departng'*" 
from that ſubordination ſhe owed to Sarah, ſhe might the * 
been of ſingular uſe in the patriarch's family, inſtead d F P 
raiſing theſe broils and animoſities which were afterward 8 ia 
occaſioned by her. For a ſervant bearing rule, is og" 
of Solomon's unſeemly things: and among other thingy” 
which the earth cannot bear, and for which it is diſquiet 5 


ed, he mentions an odious woman when ſhe is married 
, al. 
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and a handmaid that 1s heir to her miſtreſs. So, if the le- 
gal covenant be kept in its own room and place, ſhe may 
greatly ſerve the covenant of grace; the may be remark- 
ably uſeful to convince of ſin, and to. endear a Saviour: 
for“ the law,” as the apoſtle affirms, “ is good, if a man 


he law, aſſume the fole dominion, and rival her miſtreſs, 
o whom the ſhould humble herſelf, that is, if ſhe takes 
pon her to juſtify and fave, ſhe then works wrath, and 
« fatally pernicious, And this the event proved. 
Hagar 1s taken (unſeemly as it was) into the bed of 
darah. This ſeems to have prefigured, that the law ſhould 
de taken into the room of the goſpel: for as Abraham, 
after he was married to the free- woman, turned aſide to 
he bond-maid ; fo his poſterity, after they received the 
promiſe, from whence alone they ſhould have looked for 
juſtification, and everlaſting life, turned aſide to the law, 
chich was added for other ends, and expected from the 
law that which the promiſe only can confer, Whoever 
hey be, whether of the Jewiſh or Chriſtian denomination, 
that depend upon their own righteouſneſs, either as the 
ſole or partial cauſe of their ſalvation, they are guilty of 
the ſame fault in the myſtery, that Abraham was in the 
etter, when he permitted Hagar to aſcend the bed cf her 
miſtreſs. 2 N 
Though Sarah was long barren, Hagar is not. The 
irh of Iſhmael. is not near ſo diſſicult as the birth of I- 
laac, It is a far eaſier matter for the law to gender chil- 
ten unto bondage, than for the promiſe to bring forth 
aldren unto liberty. Jeruſalem above, or the true goſ- 
el-church, labours indeed to bring forth ſpiritual chil- 
ren: but ah! how few are the children of this free-wo- 
ran, to the vaſt ſhoals of legal profeſſors who deſire to 
ene under the law! The moſt eminent preachers of the 
opel have had ground of complaining, Lord, who 
a bath believed our report?” (Iſa. li. .) and that they 
aboured in vain, and ſpent their ſtrength in vain, and 
or nought, But as the womb of Sarah was at laſt o- 
pened, after it had been long ſlut; ſo, of the goſpel 
lurch, her antitype, the prophet cries, „Sing, O bar- 
| 3 en. 


© uſe it lawfully.” (1 Tim. i. 8.) But if this bond-maid, . 
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© ren, thou that didſt not bear; break forth unto ſing. 
ing, and cry aloud, thou that didſt not travail with 
* child ; for more are the children of the deſolate, th 
0 the * of the married wife, ſaith the Lord.” (1; 
V. I, WY, 
The inſolent behaviour of Iſhmael, the ſon of the 
bond-maid, when he mocked the child of promiſe, wh 
was nobler than himſelf, is an emblem of the perſecuting 
ſpirit of ſelf-juſticiaries againſt the true believers in al 
ages: for as he who was born after the fleſh, perſecute 
him who was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is noy 
Witneſs the enmity of the Jews againſt the ſpreading o 
the goſpel! Witneſs the Papiſts bloody rage. Witneſ 
ye flames, that reduced to aſhes the bodies of ſo many nc 
ble martyrs! Yea, and all that will live godly in Chr 


Jeſus, muſt be content, in one ſhape or another, to ſuf ch. 
perſecution. m. 
Laſtly, the ſentence of excluſion from Abraham's f ge 
mily, pronounced by the fcripture againſt the bond - v, 
man and her ſon, was a ſure preſage of the irre vocab =: 
doom of all the children of the law, though, like the cir lit 
cumciſed, but mocking Iſhmael, they are born in n. 
church, and wear the profeſſor's badge. Abraban, of 
ſays the ſcripture, ** roſe early in the morning, took po! 
* bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Heu 13 
« and the child, and ſent her away; and the departeli II 
4 and wandered in the wilderneſs of Beerſheba.“ (Ge Ca 
xxi. 14.) Even ſo, the carnal Jews, though Abrahan'g vn 
natural ſeed, are now caſt out from the church, and war bre 
der through the world. And all who remain under tbl the 
law, and are not, as Iſaac was, the children of the prog me 
r ſhall be in like manner caſt out from the pie Va. 
ence of God, and excluded from the heavenly inherit va! 
ance. Cy cro 
whi 
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I. The Law of the Cirits of RETUGE “*. 


TO inſpire the minds of the Iſraelites with the greater 
horror at the dreadful fin of murder, it pleaſed God, 
their Judge and Lawgiver, not only to appoint that the 
murderer ſhould be put to death, but to permit the aven- 
ger of blood, or the near kinſman, to kill, with impuni- 
ty from men, the unfortunate manſlayer, who, without 
malice or deſign, was the inſtrument of taking away the | 
life of his neighbour. But to counterbalance this per- | 
miſſion, and to protect an unhappy man from the effects 

of raſh reſentment, it pleaſed the ſame God to ap- 

point cities of refuge in his commonwealth, to which the 

manſlayer might fly as his ſanctuary from the avenger. 
Theſe cities were fix in number ; three in the land of N 
Canaan, and three on the other fide of Jordan. They be- | 
longed to the tribe of Levi. The roads to them were 
prepared by authority, And that — might retard 
the flight of the hapleſs manſlayer, to whom every mo- 
ment was precious, they ſay, that the breadth of the road 
was thirty-two cubits; that where there happened to be 
water, it was laid over with a bridge; and that, at the 
croſs ways, the inſcription of Refuge, Refuge, directed 
where to bend his courſe. In the city of refuge he was 
ſupplied with all neceflary accommodations, aud his life 
i once more was protected by the laws of the realm. He 
was not, however, to venture without the precincts of the 
hoſpitable town; for if the avenger of blood ſhould — 


* Sce Numb. xxzv. Joſh. xx, 
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and kill him, he would not been puniſhed as a murderer 
for doing it. The death of the high prieſt was the fert 
thing that releaſed him from His confinement, and left: 
him at liberty to go where-ever he pleaſed. Even ſo, by 
the death of the great High Prieſt, the guilty ſinner i; 
reſcued from bondage and confinement, into the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God. 

But what we intend chiefly to notice here, is the reſen. 
blance betwixt the flight of the manſlayer to the cities of 
refuge, and of the ſinner to Jeſus Chriſt, as the hope ſet 
before him. And perhaps it will appear very probable, 
that the method of our ſalvation was typified by this Mo- 
ſaic law; at leaſt, that here is no contemptible allegory, 

Let the manſlayer be an emblem of the guilty ſinner, 
who, by violating the precept of the holy law, butchers 
his own ſoul, murders his neighbour, and, in ſome man. 
ner aſſaſſinates God himſelf, whoſe very being 1s ſtruck 
at by the commiſſion of every fin. 

Let the avenger of blood denote the inexorable juſtice 
of an angry God, whoſe wrath it is alike impoſſible to 
{ſhun or to endure ;—the dreadful curſe of the condemn. 
ing law, whole quiver is filled with the arrows of every 
divine threatening z—the invenomed ſting of a reſentful 
conſcience, which, infixed in the ſoul, can make it a ter- 
ror to itſelf, and all around :—or death, the grizly king 
of terrors, the univerſal deſtroyer of the nations, through 
fear of whom, many are held in bondage all their lite- 
time, Yea, what creature is not ready, at the flighteſ 
intimation of the divine will, to ſtart up an avenger of its 
Creator's quarrel againſt the obnoxious criminal ? 

Let the cities of refuge repreſent the glorious Imma- 
nuel, and his bleſſed mediation, Theſe cities pertained 
to the promiſed land, and were to be found no where elle. 
So the falvation of Jeſus Chriſt is exhibited in the 
church : ©* Upon mount Zion there ſhall be deliverance ;” 
(Obadiah 17.) “ and God is known in her palaces for a 
refuge.“ (Pal. xlvini. 2.) They belonged to the prieſt- 
ly tribe. And the prieſtly office of the Redeemer is that 
branch of his character which affords the moſt immedi- 


ate relief to the fin- burdened ſoul. They were ſix in num- 
Ko 
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her, and ſcattered through the territories of Iſrael at con- 
venient diſtances, that where-ever the misfortune ſhould 
happen, the manſlayer might not have far to go to one 
or other of them. May not this put us in mind, that our 
Redeemer is a preſent help in trouble? to find whom we 
geed neither climb up into heaven, nor dive into the bot- 
tom of the ſea ; for the word is nigh unto us. And in this 
word, the great Jenovan brings near his righteouſneſs, 
and his ſalvation. The patency and plainneſs of the 
roads that led to theſe cities of protection, may occaſion 
our reflecting on much the ſame thing. Guilty, condem- 


ned, trembling ſinner, ſee how thy city of refuge expands 


her gates! how the ſtumbling- blocks are removed! how 
the way is prepared! how the law is ſatisfied, juſtice a- 
toned, and God reconciled ! how the wayfaring man, 
though a fool, needs not err in the way of holineſs! No- 
thing, nothing ought to retard thy preſent flight unto the 
hope ſet before thee, or hinder thy preſent truſting in 
Chriſt for everlaſting ſalvation from fin, and its dreadful 
conſequences. 7 

But who is he that thus flies for refuge to Jeſus Chriſt 
from the inexorable juſtice of an angry God, and from 
the dreadful curſe of a condemning law ? If the man- 
ſlayer had not been conſcious of the deed, and apprehen- 
ſve of the kinſman's reſentment on that account, he 
would not have judged it neceſſary to ſave himſelf by 
ficht. And if he could have thought of a better expe- 
dient to infure his fafety, he would not have fled to a ci- 
ty where he muſt long remain a priſoner, and in exile. 
But neceſſity, hard neceſſity, drove him to it as his only 
ſanctuary. Even ſo, the refugee, who flies 2 
Chriit from the avenging wrath of God, is a perſon in 
whoſe heart is wrought a conviction of his guilt, an ap- 
prehenſion of his danger, and a deſpair of every other re- 
tage. Formerly he had a very favourable opinion of 


himſelf, and his convictions of moral guilt were fo gene- 


ral and moderate, as to fit eaſy upon his mind, without 
wounding his reſt, He thought it no difficult matter to 
elude the divine threatenings, and imagined. himſelf ſe- 
cure, becauſe he was thoughtleſs of danger. The ſecre- 


cy 
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cy of ſin, the example of the multitude, the hone of long 
life, the diſtance of the day of judgment, the preſumpmiag 
of God's mercy, his privileges and reputation as a mem. 
ber of the church; theſe, and ſuch like things, he fed 
unto as a ſanctuary from his melancholy thoughts, Or, 
perhaps, he ſtilled the enemy and avenger of an accuſng 
conſcience, with buſineſs, with recreations, with ſenſu] 
indulgencies. But now a dreadful ſound of vengeance is 
in his ears. He ſees the heinous guilt of his iniquitics_ 
hears, with Adam, the voice of God—knows not where 
to hide his guilty head —looks on his right hand, and he. 
holds, but there is no ſhelter; all refuge fails him, aud 
no man cares for his ſoul. The method of f. ſalvation | by 
Chriſt unfolds unto his view. This is the way, walk ye 
e in it,” (Iſa. xxx. 21.) ſays the voice from heaven; 
and, Turn to this ſtrong-hold, thou priſoner of hope. n 
(Zech. ix. 12.) And as the man who flies for his life 
from a purſuing enemy, will cait away from him any 
thing, however valuable, that would cumber and detanMiſett 
him; ſo he parts at once both with his ſins, and with hier 
own righteouſneſſes ; ; and what things were gain to him ſy 
he counts them loſs, that he may win Chriſt, and be. 
found in him. He cries unto him, and ſays, ** O Lord ſed 
* thou art my refuge: attend unto my cry, for I ans: 
" brought very low: deliver me from my perſecutors, Wo! 
„for they are ſtronger than I !”” (Plal. cxlii. 5, 6.) 

It was not only required of the manſlayer, that he {houll 
fly to the city of refuge ſor once; but he was to remain 
there till the death of the high prieſt. Nor is it ſuſſiclent 
to believe in Chriſt for once, without abiding in him as 
our ſure defence. Our High Prieſt never dies, therefore 
ſhould we abide in our refuge for ever: “ for in return'n! 
and reſt ſhall we be faved,. in quietneſs and in coul. 
„ dence ſhall be our ſtrength. Rn. 1. 

The protection afforded to all, both Jews and Gentiles, 
(for there was no differenge), who fled to theſe cities of re 
fuge, is no deſpicable repreſentation of the ability in Jef; 
Chriſt to ſave to the uttermo't all that come unto God by 
him. Soon as the wretched mauflayer reached the wilhed 
town, where he was legally ſecure of life, and where (th 
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) no weapons were allowed to be made or fold, he 
2uld talk with the avenger, without turning pale; though 
fore his throbbing heart beat high with the impulſe of 
ar, while he thought that every man he met would fla 
im, Even fo, the miſerable ſinner, who has obtaiucd a 
"W:covery of his guilt, and been haraſſed perhaps for ſome 
oanderable time with a fearful looking for of judgment, 
Wis foul draws nigh unto the grave, and his life unto the 
zltroyers : the moment he finds his reſt in Chriſt, by be- 
jering in him for life and ſalvation, he can fit and an- 
ter all his accuſers, and talk with every enemy and a- 
enger. O enemy, deſtructions are come to a perpe- 
WF tual end. (Pal. ix. 6.) Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
MF charge of God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth: it is 
* Chriſt that died.” (Rom. viii. 33, 34.) Produce your 
harge, O law! and death, where is thy ſting ? 
I Vc ſhall, laſtly, Obſerve the ſuperior excellency of 
1 ur New-Teſftament refuge to theſe ancient cities of pro- 
edion. In all things he has the pre-eminence. None 
ere to be finally privileged in theſe cities but the man- 
er; who was not indeed guilty of any crime, but ra- 
Mr ill-fated and unkappy. If the wiltul murderer had 
ed to any of them, or even to God's altar, he was to be 
Wa: cd from thence to ſuffer condign puniilunent. Put 
bie were ever dragged from jeſus Chriſt, who fled un- 
him by faith, to return again into condemnation, how- 
ver atrocious their crimes, however flagrant their guilt, 
Here murderers, adulterers, blaſphemers, periecutors, 
md the moſt execrable miſcreants that ever the fun be- 
eld, have been for ever delivered from their Judge.— 
[hee ancient towns defended only the natural life from 
be avenger's ſword, which was to be, however, ſoon 
paid as a debt to nature. But if Jeſus Chriſt is our re- 
Iuce, he will reſcue us from everlaſting vengeance ; he 
ill give unto us eternal life, and we ſhall never periſh. 
The refugees in the old cities of refuge were indeed 
ſecured in their lives by the laws of the land. But the 
promiſe of God, that cannot lie, and the oath of God, 
ruch cannot be recalled, are two immutable things, by 
rhich their eternal happineſs is ſecured, who have fled 
for 
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for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before then, 
Happy believer, thy conſolation is ſtrong indeed; ſtrong 
er than the afflictions of life, ſtronger than the fear of 
death, and ſtronger than the terror of judgment. Wh, 
ſhouldſt thou not diſmiſs thy fears, when thy never eng 
ing ſafety from the moſt dreadful dangers is ſo amply ſe 
cured, that God himſelf, for whom it is impoſſible to lie, 
would (O blaſphemous thought!) be perjured, ſhouldg 
thou ever come into condemnation ? © The eternal Go 
is thy refuge, (Deut. xxxiii. 27.) a very preſent hel 
„in trouble, though the earth be remov:d, and though 
„the mountains be carried into the midſt of the ez, 
though the waters thereof roar, and be troubled," 
(Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2, 3.) 


> ———— . — 


II. The TABEANACL E in the WrLDgANESS *, 


"TJ HE tabernacle which Moſes made in the wildernels, 
by the ſpecial appointment of the God of Lirael, was 
the firſt religious ſtructure in which the eternal Majeſty 
vouchſafed to dwell on the earth. It was a ſort of port. 
able temple, and not unfitly eſteemed the centre of the 
ceremonial worſhip, The materials of it were collected 
by the voluntary contributions of the children of Iſtael, 
who, upon this occaſion, offered ſo liberally, that Moles 
found it neceſſary to ſtop them by a new proclamation, 
The pattern of it was minutely deſcribed to Moſes in the 
mount by God himſelf, who ordered him to be very ex- 
act in executing the heavenly plan. Two famous artilts, 
whoſe names are Bezaleel and Aholiab, were inſpired by 
the Spirit of God with moſt exquiſite and maſterly kill, 
to finiſh the holy fabric, and its utenſils, according to the 
divine plan. If you are _— to know the conſtruction 
of this ſacred tent, you may take this ſhort deſcription of 
It. 
Firſt, of all, there was a ſpacious court, an hundred 
' cubits long, and fifty broad. It was hung round with 


curtains of fine twined linen, that were faſtened with fil- 
| ver 
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tr hooks to pillars with ſockets of brafs flleted with fil- 
er. The gate by which you entered to this wide area, 
as a hanging of twenty cubits, of blue, purple, and ſcar- 
t, and fine twined linen, wrought with needle-work, 
id ſuſpended by four pillars. This outward court the 
chole nation might enter on their ſolemn feſtivals, as it 
; ſaid, * Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, and in- 
to his courts with praiſe,” (Pſal. c. 4.) Here, under 
he open ſky, ſtood the altar of burnt-offering, and the 
razen laver. 
Within the circumference of this wide and open court 
25 the tabernacle itſelf, into which none but the tribe 
i Levi were allowed to enter, to accompliſh the ſervice 
f God. It was a cloſe tent, twenty cubits long, ten cu- 
its broad, and its height equal to its breadth. It was con- 
rutcd of boards of Shittim wood of regular dimenſions, 
unning into one another. Theſe boards were ſupported 
eneath with ſockets of filver, and corroborated behind 
ich bars of the ſame wood overlaid with gold, and faſtened 
golden rings through which they paſted. Do you alk, 
chat was the roof of this magnificent tent? Firſt, it was 
crcd with ten curtains of equal meaſure, of fine twin— 
WEL linen, and blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, embroidered 
th cherubims, and coupled with loops of blue, and 
les of gold. Then it was covered with eleven curtains 
goats hair, hung together by taches of braſs. Next it 
was covered with rams ſkins dyed red. And above all, 
here was a covering of badgers ſkins to protect the taber- 
ale, and its coverings, from the injuries of the weather. 
hut though theſe boards and curtains, thus joined to- 
der, made but one tabernacle, this one tabernacle, was 
eided into two apartments. The firſt was called the 
u place, into which you entered through a vail or hang- 
{Ws of blue, purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, 
urioufly embroidered, ſupported with five pillars of Shit- 
n wood, overlaid with gold, and their baſes of braſs, 
ind faſtened with golden hooks. Here ſtood the golden 
e, the golden candleſtick, and the golden altar. Ihe 
r econd was called the mſt holy pluce, into which. the high 
ie, aud none but he, did enter once in the year, through 
2 2 
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a ſecond vail, of the ſame materials with the firſt, broi4., Wi! 
ed with cherubims, and faſtened by golden taches to he 
pillars of Shittim wood, overlaid with gold, and their big] 
baſes of filver. In this ſecret chamber of the Deity wer, The 
repoſited the moſt ſacred ſymbols of the divine preſence, the 
Here was the ark of the covenant, covered by the mercy per 
ſeat, and over it the cherubims of glory, between which zb{ 
Jznovan himſelf was ſaid to dwell. Here was the golden ”y 
els 


pot that had manna, and the miraculous rod of Az 
that budded. And here the appearance of the glory d 
the Lord is ſuppoſed to have reſided, and been ſeen on 
ſpecial occaſions. | 

Such was the ſtructure of this holy tent, which wa 
built in the taſte of Heaven, reared up by the inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and conſecrated by Moſes. And well" 
muſt not forget this one thing, that it was a moveable ja 
vilion, and therefore ſo contrived as to be eaſily tak: 
down, and ſct up again. While the peculiar people 
journed in the wilderneſs, the tabernacle ſhared the ſane 
fate, being tranſported from place to place by the min 
ſtry of the Levites. When they poſſeſſed the promiſed 
land, at firſt it reſted at Gilgal, afterwards in Shiloh; in 
the days of Saul, it ſeems to have been in Nob; and ha 
Solomon began to reign over Iſrael, it was pitched i 
Gibeon. But at the laſt it was altogethe: ſuperſeded by 
the magnificent temple built by that glorious mona: 
and probably the coſtly materials of it were lodged ano! 
the Lered treaſures of the houſe of the Lord. 

What ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? Did the hig 
and lofty One, whoſe dwelling is not with fleſh, who te— 
ſides not in temples made with hands, did he ſtand in tit 
leaſt need of this moveable habitation? Glorious as it wi: 
can we reaſonably think it to have been a meet apartmer 
for the Deity, or at all adequate to the inconceivabi 
glorious, immenſe, and eternal Spirit? What a contempt! 
ble idea of the true God would ſuch a ſuppoſition 1n'p1! 
into the mind? Away with ſuch a grovelling thougit 
ſo unworthy of Gad, and ſhocking to reaſon herſelf — D 
if we ſuppoſe that theſe hol / places made with hands weg: 


figures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the church, _— 
ibitel 
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Mibited as ſuch to the believing Iſraelites, then doubtleſs, 
we will be reconciled to that very particular regard the 
kigh God was pleaſed to ſhew to the worldly ſanctuary. 
Then we ſhall be able to account for that ardent affection 
the ancient believers confeſſed on all occaſions to the ta- 
dernacles of the Lord of hoſts. Then it will not appear 
tbſard, that the ſame God, who ſpent but fix days in 
reating the univerſal frame of nature, ſhould ſpend no 
gels than forty in preſcribing the little frame of the taber- 
nacle, And that theſe holy places, made with hands, 
jere figures of heaven, of Chriſt, and of the church, we 
re now to declare. 

Firſt then, 'The tabernacle of Moſes was a figure of 
heaven itſelf, that glorious high throne from the begin- 
ung. For this interpretation we have the expreſs words 
pf an inſpired penman of the New Teſtament, who, ſpeak- 
vg of our great High Prieſt, plainly declares, that“ he 
„is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itſelf, 
now to appear in the preſence of God for us.” (Heb. 
x. 24.) Perhaps we ſhould not err, though we ſhould 
hink, that as the Jewiſh high prieſt went through the 
utward court, and paſſed through the holy place into the 
zolieſt of all; fo Jeſus Chriſt, when he aſcended on high, 
aſſed through the firſt heaven of clouds, and the ſecond 
eaven of ſtars, into the third heaven of angels. But 
bough the moſt holy place was by itſelf alone the moſt 
minent figure of the heavenly ſanctuary, this hinders not 
o regard the whole fabric as an emblem of the ſame bliſs- 
ul manſion. Was the tabernacle of Moſes divided into 
veral parts? We know him that ſaid, In my Father's 
' houſe are many manſions.” (John xiv. 2.) Was it a 
lac? of great ſplendour and magnificence, even to the 
ye? © Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O city of the 
living God.” (Pſalm 1zxxvii. 3.) Was it the dwell- 
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rightneſs of his glory to all the ſaints around him. Did 
dels always olliciate there ? The ſaints in light are both 
1225 and prieſts unto God. Were the curtains broider- 


Q. 2 ed 


ig of IEuovan, where the viſible tokens of his preſence: 
ere ſeen? In the heavenly manſions he unvails the 
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ed with cherubims? In the celeſtial abodes are the in. 
numetable company of angels. Was it repleniſhed wit 
all neceſſary furniture and proviſion? In heaven is th; 
true light, and the living bread, fulnefs of joy, and ple. 
ſures for evermore. Did the voice of praiſe continuall 
re ſound in the earthly tabernacle? The eternal re gion 
are for ever filled with loud hoſannas. Was holineſs ang 
legal purity required in all who trode the venerable court 
of God's ancient dwelling- place? Nothing that is def]e4 
can enter the heavenly Jeruſalem. And laitly, As the 
tabernacle was ſprinkled with blood by the Jewiſh high 
| prieſt, when he penetrated its innermoſt receſſes once in 
the year, with the names of all the tribes engraven on h 
heart: even fo, the blood of Jeſu: Chriſt has conſecrne 
that high and holy place, that finners of the human kin 
might not be for ever excluded from dwelling in the be; 
tific preſence of ]Jenovan., When the everlaſting gates d 
heaven were by ſin barred for ever againſt us, the bloed 
of Chriſt was the key that opened them again: and th 
believers, in his atoning blood, may enter into heaven i 
ſelf with greater boldneſs, than the high prieſt when I 
went into the holieſt of all, than the Levites when the 
officiated in the holy place, or than the people when the 
approached the outward court. 

A ſecond thing which the tabernacle of Moſes did mel 
undoubtedly repreſent, was the perſon and future incan 
tion of the Meſſias himſelf, who was made fleſh in the a 
pointed time, and tabernacled among us, and who fpak 
of his own body when ke ſaid to the Jews, © Deſtroy thi 
„ temple, and I will raiſe it up in three days.“ (John! 
xix.) Was the tabernacle a work of heavenly archite 
ture? The human nature of our Lord was prepared © 
his heavenly Father, and curiouſly wrought, by the cht 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, in the lower parts of the ear! 
Was it the habitation of the Deity ? “ In him dwells 5 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” (Col. ii. 9.) M. 
it anointed with holy oil? The moſt holy humanity « 
our Lord was anointed with the Spirit, which God ga 
not by meaſure unto him. Was it embelliſhed with 2 
riety of ornaments? He was adorned with every divit 
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grace. Was It taken down by the Levites, and removed 
from place to place, till at laſt it was conveyed to ſeru— 
falem, where it remained in the temple? The human 


nature of our Lord was diſſolved by death; reared up a- 


gain by his reſurrection; and, laitly, tranſlated into the 
heavenly temple, which muſt contain him to the time of 
the reſtitution of all things. Was the tabernacle the place 
where God met with Ifrael? Here he communed with 
them; here they preſented their gifts, and flew their ſa- 
riſices, and even prayed with their faces towards it, tho? 
t the remotelt diſtance, It is eaſy to lee here a lively 
Foure of the one Mediator between God and man. In 
ariſt alone we have a clear revelation of the divine will; 
ind by him muſt we preſent our ſpiritual ſacrifices, and 
do in his name whatſoever we do, whether in word or 
jeed. We ſhall only add, that as there were two apact- 
nents, the holy and the molt holy place, which made, 
owever, but one tabernacle : fo, in Chriſt there is a hu- 
an nature, ſignified by the holy place, and a divine na- 
ure, repreſented by the holieſt of all; yet theſe two na- 
ures are myſteriouſly united in one perſon. 

The third and laſt thing prefigured by the tabernacle, 
the church, that holy ſociety and myitical body of je- 
us Chriſt, which, in ſcripture-ſtile, is the houſe and tem- 
le of the living God, in which he dwells and walks. 
Ne ſhallenumerate ſome of the moſt glaring parallels be- 
ween them. — The tabernacle was planned by the wiſdom 
God himſelf, who condeſcended to adjuſt the minuteſt 
jarticulars, as the loops, the taches, and the pins, and 
eremptorily required, that all things thould be done ac- 
ording to the original pattern. And who knows not, 
lat all things in the goſpel-church are planned by the 
ame unerring wiſdom, and how much the ſovereign Ar- 
hitect has teſtified his diſpleaſure in every age againit the 
ventions of men in things pertaining to God * © All that 
command you, that ſhall ye do; ye ſhall not add, ye 
all not diminiſh.” (Deut. xii. 32.) This is the law, 
Its 15 the prophets, and this is the doctrine of Chriſt and 
s apoltles.— The tabernacle was executed by the inſpi- 
Lon of the Holy Ghoſt, who reſted on Bezaicel and A- 
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holiab, to fit them for this ſervice, without whom they 
were no more capable of it than other men. It was the 
ſame Spirit that deſcended on the bleſſed apoſtles, the wil 
maſter-builders of the goſpel-church, without which they 
could not been qualified for their honourable work. Ye, 
it is the Holy Ghoſt, who, by his common gifts, make 
ordinary miniſters workmen that need not be aſhamed. 

The tabernacle was compoſed of very different material; 
as gold, filver, wood, braſs, ſcarlet, blue and purple cloth 
fine linen, rams ſkins, badgers ſkins, and goats hair: Je 
all theſe different materials, combined by the workman' 
{ki1l, conduced each in their kind to the beauty and per 
fection of the ſtructure: and the gold could not ſay to the 
braſs, nor the fcarlet to the goat's hair, I have no nee 
„of you.” (1 Cor. xii. 21.) 80, in the ſpiritual houk 
the materials of which it is compoſed, that 1s, the belie 
vers in Chriſt Jeſus, are men of divers nations, differ: 
ſtations in life, unlike natural tempers, une qual gifts 
graces, and various miniſtries : yet being fitly framed u 
gether, by the operation of the Holy Ghoit, they gro 
into an holy temple in the Lord. — The ſymmetry ot ü 
ancient tabernacle, the nice conjunction of the boards 
mortiſes and bars, and of the curtains by loops and tack 
was not ſo delightful to the eye of the body, as it is pn 
ſant to the eye of the mind, to ſee brethren dwelling u 
gether in unity, perfectiy joined together in the fame mm 
and in the ſame judgment, and carefully endeavouring 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.— 
tabernacle was covered with many coverings, with f 
twined linen, with blue, purple, and ſcarlet, with ra 
Kins dyed red, with goats hair, with badgers {kins. 
this means it was rendered extremely cloſe, and finely pi 
tected from the injuries of the weather. May not this 
cal to our mind the ample protection and ſecurity of ! 


goſpel-church from the heat of God's anger, and from! 
worldly tribulations, under the rich, the ſtrong, and n 
broad purple covering of Immanuel's ee 1 
« the Lord ts their keeper; the Lord 1s their ſhade h 
* their right hand: the ſun ſhall not ſmite them by 6 h 
C 


* nor the moon by night: the Lord will preſerve t 
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from all evil; the Lord will preſerve their ſoul.” (Pſal. 
cxxi. 5, 6, 7.)— The tabernacle was ornamented with gold 
and filver, and curious embroideries ; and though with- 
out it was not inelegant, it was, however, moſt magnifi- 
cent within. Even ſo, the beauty of the goſpel- ſanctuary 
does not ſo much ſtrike the eye of ſenſe, that looks at the 
outward appearance, as it is obvious to the ſpiritual fight, 
that looks at things unſeen, Would you diſcern the true 
glory of the ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, look not at her face, 
becauſe the ſun hath looked upon her : but the King's 


[daughter 1s all 33 within.— The tabernacle was a- 


nointed with oil when Moſes conſecrated it; and the 
church has an unction from the holy One. — The taber- 
nacle was once divided into ſeveral partitions. The out- 
ward court might denote the viſible church; the holy 
place is an emblem of the church inviſible; and the holi- 
eſt of all repreſents the church triumphaut in glory, to 
which none are admitted but the royal prieſthood. By 
baptiſm we enter into the firſt, by regeneration into the 
ſecond, and by death into the third. O death, it is thine 
to pull aſide the vail of mortality that interpoſes between 
the holy and the moſt holy place! Happy they who en- 
ter by faith, and not by a viſible profeſſion only, into his 
ſanctuary, which he has ſanctified for evermore. For, as 
there was no poſſibility of coming at the holieſt of all, but 
by paſſing through the holy place; even ſo it is impoſh- 
ble, if we are not now partakers of his holineſs, to be here- 
after ſharers of his glory. 


III. The TemeLE ef SOLOMON. 


HE ſecond and laſt material habitation of Jzwovan, 
was the temple, which Solomon, that magnificent 
monarch, reared upon the hill Moriah in Jeruſalem, the 
metropolis of his kingdom, to the honour of the God of 
Iſrael, The plan 4 it was dictated by the Spirit unto 
his father David, who was prohibited from executing it 
himſelf, becauſe of the bloody wars he had waged in the 
courts of his life. The workmen were partly 3 
an 


1583 TYPICAL PLACES» BOOK II. 


and partly Gentiles of Tyre. The materials were thy 
beſt trees, the moſt precious metals, and large hew 
ſtones, prepared and fitted for one another, before they 
were laid upon the foundation, that the noiſe of axes any 
hammers might not be heard as the building refs, 
(1 Kings vi. 7.) The ſtructure itſelf was fixty cubit 
long, twenty broad, and thirty cubits high, and, like the 
tabernacle, conſiſted of two apartments, the holy, and 
the molt holy place, or oracle. You entered this temple 
on the eaſt by a ſtately porch, which was higher than the 
edifice itſelf by ninety cubits, and may be conſidered x 
the ſteeple of that ſacred palace. 'The length of this 
porch was equal to the breadth of the principal houſe, 
and the breadth was the half of that length. Here ſto! 
the two farzous brazen pillars, whoſe names were YJachin 
and Bez, that is, ſtability and ſtrength ; though they 
were placed there not for the ſupport, but for the orns 
ment of the houſe. _ Two open courts ſurrounded the 
whole fabric, and ſide-chambers were built round about 
againſt the wall A row of narrow windows that floped 
within, illuminated the dome. The ſtrength and beauty 
of God's ſanctuary were the main things that diſtinguiſh. 
ed this finiſhed piece of architeQure : dor the dimenſion 
were far from being wide, but it was ſupported by! 
ſtrong foundation of large and coſtly ſtones, and orn. 
mented within in the moſt ſplendid manner, with planks 
of cedar, plates of gold, glittering diamonds, and figures 

of palm-trees and cherubims.— This was that holy and WW: 
beautiful houſe which the Chaldeans were permitted to Wt 
demoliſh for the firſt time, and the Romans for the ſe- Wh 
cond time, a thouſand years after the firſt foundation was Wt: 
laid. Seventeen hundred years have now elapſed fince Wt 
the final deſolation of this ſolemn temple, which never MW: 
more ſhall riſe beneath the builder's hand: for, it is the W1 
will of God, that in every place, and not in Jeruſalem WW. 
alone, he ſhould be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. 

As the temple of Solomon was built for the ſame end 
with the tabernacle of Moſes, without all doubt the typi- 
cal meaning of the one and the other was alſo the ſame. 
Was the tabernacle a figure of heaven, of Chriſt, and 8 

the 
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he church? So allo was the temple. It was a figure of 
eaven, the glorious habitation of God and angels, where 
he righteous —flouriſh like the palm-trees that were 
arved on the walls ;—ſerve him continually, like the 
rie!ts that entered into the ſanctuary z—and go no more 
ut, being eſtabliſhed for ever, like the pillars that gra- 
ed the porch of that holy place. And as the ſtones 
(hich Solomon uſed were all hewn and prepared before 
hey were brought there; ſo all the ſtones of the celeſti- 
| houſe, or the members of the triumphant church, are 
fore prepared unto glory, Now 1s the time when their 
atural roughneſs and aſperity is taken away by the {kil- 
ul operation of the divine Spirit, and the va:ious afflic- 
ions of this life, which exerciſe them in this vale of tears, 
at they may reſt for ever and ever in the calm regions 
pf everlaſting peace, where no jarring ſound is heard, any 
gore than there was of axes and hammers in the building 
pf the temple.— It was alſo a figure of the humanity of 
he Meſliah, who ſpake of the temple of his body, when 
de ſaid, © Deftroy this temple, and in three days I will 
' raiſe it up.“ (Jobn ii. 1, 9.) But, without reſuming 
phat has been already hinted ou this head, let us only 
urther obſerve, that the temple was, equally as the ta- 
bernacle, a figure of that holy ſociety the church, which 
is his body, whether we conſider the plan, the materials, 
the workmen, or the building itſelf. 

The plan of the temple was deſigned by God no leſs 
than that of the tabernacle. Nor could any wiſdom in- 
ferior to divine, have adjuſted the model of the ſpiritual 
houſe, which the angels themſelves admire, The mate- 
rials were prepared, and the ſtones fitted to one another, 
before they were compacted together, ſo that noiſy tools 
were wholly unaneceſiary as the building aroſe. An ex- 
preſſive emblem this of that peaceful harmony which 
ought to reign among the builders of the church as they 
carry on this holy work, and which would be eaſily at- 
tained, if none but poliſhed lively ſtones, cr perſons duly 
qualified, were admitted to become a part of the fabric. 
The workmen were Gentiles of Tyre, as well as Iſrael- 


ites, Was not this a prelude of the future vocation of 
the 
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the Gentiles, that even the ſons of the ſtrangers, 3 
thoſe that were afar off, (hould bear a part in buildin 
the walls of the goſpel-church ? 

Chiefly let us conſider the building itſelf. It was fy 
ported by a ſtrong foundation, What ſhould this he 
the antitype but Jeſus Chriſt, the foundation which Gt 
hath laid in Zion, on which all the apoſtles and prophe 
have built themſelves and others from the beginning 
the world, and to which alone the church is indehted { 
that unſhaken ſtability which laughs at all oppoſition) 
It was illuminated with many windows. For the churd 
is a lightſome houſe, in which the true light ſhines. | 
was ſurrounded with fide-chambers. Emblems, perhay 
of the different viſible churches, which belong to tie 
ſame univerſal body. It was adorned with gold and et 
dar, and its very floor was cruſted with the moſt preciag 
metal. This may remind us of the inviſible glory of th 
church, where the meaneſt office is honourable, and the 
meaneſt member excellent. It was graved with che 
bims and palm-trees. This may denote the miniſtry d 
angels in the church, and the eternal verdure of all th 
are planted in the houſe of the Lord. It was fronts 
with pillars. Though ill, alas! did they anſwer the 
name, Where was their ſtability, where was th! 
ſtrength, when the Chaldeans carried them away? Bun 
though the pillars of heaven tremble, the pillars of the 
church (hall ſtand, and thus the gracious promiſe runs tt 
every the meaneit believer ; © Him that overcometh, | 
© will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, an 
„he ſhall go no more out.” (Rev. iii. 12.) It was inha 
bited by the Deity, and a houſe of prayer for all peop! 
So, in the church are the viſible tokens of the divine pre 
ſence, and holineſs becomes it for ever. It was reple 
nithed with coſtly furniture. And in Chriſt Jeſus, the 
goipel-church really poſſeſſes all the holy utenſils of th: 
ancient temple, But this. muſt. be more largely declare! 
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As r, The Ordinance of the Ark and MtExcCy-Seam. 
HERE ſhould we begin in enumerating the holy u- 


tenſils and furniture of the tabernacle and temple, 

t with the ſacred cheſt, commonly called the art, (Joſh. 
11.) ſometimes the ark of his ſtrength, (Pal. cxxxii. 

\ the arb of the covenant, (Numb. x. 33.) the art of the 
limony, (Exod. xxvi. 33.) and the ark whoſe name ts 
led by the name of the God of Iſrael? (2 Sam. vi. 2.) 
ell may we eſteem 1t the heart of the worldly ſanctuary. 
was the firſt holy implement the inſpired artiſt Beza- 
formed, and reſided in the moſt venerable apartment 
the holy places made with hands. Its dimenſions were 
all, but its materials were rich and magnificent. It 
made of the beſt cedar or Shittim wood, and overlaid 
th pure gold both within and without, It was edged 
nd with a border or coronet, and covered above with 

Id of the ſame precious metal, called the mercy-/eat. 
r the convenience of carriage from place to place, in 
2 ambulatory ſtate of their common-wealth, there were 
tened to its four corners ſo many golden rings, into 
ich they put ſlaves of Shittim wood, overlaid with 

Id, that were never taken out, but ſuffered to remain e- 
n after the ark reſted in the temple, and ceaſed to be 4 
den to the ſlioalders of the Levites. Within this 
endid' cheſt were depoſited the two tables of ſtone that 
re hewed by Moſes, after the firſt were broken, and 
eribed with the finger of God. Before it (as is molt 
bable) were laid up the miraculous bread, that was 

erved in a pot, and the nuraculous rod of Aaron, that 

Jomed and brought forth fruit. The firſt was a ſtand- 

memorial of the choice regard of Heaven to the 
ile nation of Iſrael; and the laſt was a perpetual ſign 
his favour to the prieſtly tribe of Levi, and family of 
aren, Above it two cherubims of beaten gold, ariſing 
t of the two ends of the mercy-ſeat, and looking to- 
ds it and one another, ſtretched out their wings. Be- 

es theſe ſmall cherubims, there were other two of p1- 
mie ſtature, which Solomon reared up in the moſt ho- 


ly 
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ly place of the temple. But their preciſe ſhape is peu 
haps impoſſible for us, at this diſtance of time, certain W915 
to be defined. This was that venerable utenſil Which; 
was death to touch or look into, unleſs by the perſons ap 
pointed for that purpoſe. The ſudden fate of Uzz; 
and the ſevere correction of the men of Bethſſiemiſh, 2 
dreadful inſtances of its vengeance. Þ 

When Iſrael marched through the wilderneſs, the ark 
ſaid to have gone before, and explored a place of relt { 
the congregation. The parted wave of Jordan, and th 
falling walls of Jericho, confeſſed its power. Once it nz 
a priſoner in a Heathen temple ; but, Paleſtine, ſhort w; 
your victory, ſmall was your cauſe of triumph! Soon we; 
the proud enemies obliged to refund their ſpoil, and Dag 
could neither defend himſelf nor his worſhippers from yer 
petual infamy. Once it bleſſed the houſe of Obed-edon 
But at laſt, after many removals, the ſplendid temple 
Solomon received it for ſeveral ages; where, as is mo 
likely, it periſhed in the common ruin of that holy a 
beautiful houſe. But the ſubject of our preſent enquir 
is the myſtic ſignification of that ſacred inſtrument, { 
the reception of which, both the tabernacle was ratet 
up, and the temple built. 

And, firſt, It was a viſible repreſentation of the tho 
of Jxuovau, the King of Iſrael, whoſe royal palace ui 
the temple. The law in the midit of the ark, on whi 
he ſat, ſignified the equity of his government, or that ju 
tice and judgment are the habitation of his throne. Th 
cherubims at both ends of the mercy-ſeat, were doubtlc 
emblematical figures of the bleſſed ele& angels that ſu 
round his throne, and fly ſwiftly to execute his high con 
mands. The gold of which they were framed, may {ial 
fy the purity of their eſſence. The number two, may pe 
haps denote the perfect harmony, and mutual love of tl 
innumerable company of angels. 'The poſition of tha 
faces towards each other, may intimate the ſame thing 


The adoring attitude of their bodies, may repreſent t I 
profound vencration they have for their eternal Sovercig * 
And their flying poſture, (For their wings were expand 2 


and touched one another), did ſurely indicate the exp 
| £10U 
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ous alacrity with which they fulfil the heavenly commil- 
ons. 

It was alſo a repoſitory for the tables of the law, which 
ere the inſtrument of that ſolemn covenant made betwixt 

od and that peculiar people, (an emblem of the cove- 
ant of Adam) ; and hence it was a perpetual pledge of 
he divine favour and protection to their nation, if they 

filled their obligations to the King of heaven; and a 
itneſs againſt them, if they ſhould prove unfaithful. The 
old and cedar was a fit emblem of the invaluable worth, 
he ſpotleſs purity, and the perpetual duration of the in- 
loſed law. In imitation of this ordinance of the God of 
acob, the ſacred cheſts of the heathen ſeem to have been 
vented, to contain the holy books or myſteries of their 
uperſtition, | 

But eſpecially, it may be conſidered as a figure of Je- 
; Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſias, whom all the holy things 
em to have pointed out with one conſent. There will 
ppear to be no contemptible likeneſs betwixt him and 
hs moſt holy veſſel, if we attend unto the followin 
hings: the materials of which it was framed ; the depo- 
tum which it contained; its ornaments ; its uſes ; its vir- 
es; and, laſtly, its removals from one place to another, 
Mit reſted in the temple. 

The materials of the ark were cedar and gold. What 
inders us from this to think upon the conſtitution of his 
onderful perſon, whoſe humanity is like the cedar, the 
uit of the earth, but not ſubje& to corruption; and his 
winity, like the gold in the ark, emboſoms his human 
ature, ennobles, but is not blended with it? — The de- 
olitura it contained, were the ſecond tables of the law; 
r the firſt tables were broken before. In Jeſus Chriſt 
e may ſee that law which we had broke preſerved invio- 
me, and perfectly fulfilled in the immaculate obedience 
his holy life, who ſays of himſelf, * I delight to do 
e thy will, O God; thy law is within my beart.“ (Pſal, 
l. 8.) Its ornaments were the border of gold reſem- 

ling a crown; which reminds us of the Meſſiah's regal 
| Wznity; and the cherubims of glory, which ſignified, key 
ne, the two natures of that glorious perſon who was 
00 ſiguiſied 
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ſignified by the whole workmanſhip; ſay others, the tw, 
fold church of Jews and Gentiles : but rather they wer 
emblems of the angels, theſe bright and glorious creature 
who are ſupported in their happy ftate by Jefus Chritl, ; 
the cherubims were by the ark ;—who deſire to look in 
to the myſtery of man's redemption, and pry into it wit 
the moſt unwearied attention, the moſt ſublime ſatisfaQion 
the higheſt wonder, and the profoundeſt adoration ;—an{ 
who are all miniſtering ſpirits, aſcending and deſcending 
upon the Son of man.— The uſes of the ark were varioy 
and important. Here God was enthroned. So God isi 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf. Here the lu 
was covered from all eyes. So Jeſus Chriſt, our true pn 
pitiatory, interpoſes himſelf betwixt us and that condemn 
ing law, which never fails to curſe and kill all who pre 
ſume to meddle with it, but as fulfilled in him; for, wha 
the commandment comes without him who fulfilled it, fi 
will revive, and, like the men of Bethſhemiſh, we will dic 
— Here. oracles were given, and © Here,” ſaid God u 
Moſes, ** will I meet with thee, and commune with thee 
„ from between the cherubims, before the mercy-ſeat 
© upon the ark of the teſtimony.” (Exod. xxv. 22.) % 
Chriſt is the meeting-place of God with man, in whom 
deigns to reveal his gracious will and pleaſure to the fall 
creature: hence is he called“ the Word of God?“ (Rer 
Xix. 13.) and is ſaid to declare God the Father, whi 
never was, and never can be ſeen by any man. And, lat 
ly, here prayers were preſented, and offerings were 
cepted : for the moſt holy Iſraelite durſt not approach ti 
preſence of Jenovan, but as he fat upon the mercy-l: 
ſprinkled with blood. Nor could the holieſt Chriſtian pn 


fume to hope for the acceptance of his beſt duties, were 
not for the mercy Cf God in Chriſt Jeſus.— The virtues M; 


the ark are ſuch as theſe. It ſearched out a reſting-plac 


for Iſrael in the wilderneſs. So Chriſt is to his people til); 


breaker of their way, who goes before them, gives the 
reſt, and prepares for them a place. It opened a paſlsy 
ſor the ranſomed tribes through the river Jordan. O |: 
ſus, by thee we ſafely paſs through the Jordan of deat! 
and have abundant entrance-miniſtered into the heaven 

. | kingdo! 
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tingdom, becauſe theſe waters ſhall not overſſow them 
ho have his preſence with them, according to his pro- 
miſe! It overturned the walls of Jericho, when carried 
round them ſeven days. So ſhall the walls of Babylon fall, 
nd every high thing that exalts itſelf againſt God, be 
at down, by the preaching of his goſpel, who is the 
zower of God, and wiſdom of God. It overthrew Dagon 
f the Philiſtines in his own temple, maimed his brute i- 
nage, and utterly aboliſhed that monitrous idol. So 
hall he that fits in the temple of God, and ſhews himſelf 
hat he is God, be deſtroyed by the ſpirit of his mouth, 
ad brightneſs of his coming. It ſanctifi ed the places to 
which it came, in the opinion of Solomon himſelf; and 
lefed the houſe of Obed-edom, where it tranſiently 
elided. It is the preſence of Chriſt that makes us holy 
nd happy; and in him we are bleſſed with every ſpiritual 
lellag.— The removals of the ark from place to place 
n the wilderneſs, and in Canaan, till it reſted in the tem- 
le, ſhall we ſay, bears ſome faint reſemblance to the hum- 
led Redeemer, going about doing good while he was up- 
u tne earth, until the everlaſting doors of heaven were 
pened to receive him ? Or, was the bearing of the ark a- 
out upon the ſhoulders of the Levites, a figure of the miniſ- 
rs of Chriſt bearing his name among the Gentiles, in all 
he corners of the world? The ſtaves remained always in 
he ark; perhaps to intimate, that no place or nation is 
blolutely ſecure againit his departure from them, who 
ave no ſuitable eſteem for his gracious preſence with 
hem, in the diſpenſation of the eternal word. 
It is long ſince the Babylonians deſtroyed this glory of 
ſrael; but we have an ark whereunto they have no right 
approach who ſerve the tavernacle. ſohn ſaw it in 
be heavenly temple. The Old-Teſtament ark, like the 
ovenant it coantrmed, is vanihed away. But the New- 
<titameat Ark, in whom the new covenant ftands fait, thall 
vide for ever in the preſence of ]Jeuovan. Nor is it death 
any to look into this ark; for the Word of life was 
Wed upon with the eyes, aud handled with tne hands of 
ten, Let it be our one ww chief deüre, that all the ow 
K 2 0 
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of our life we may abide in his houſe, behold his beauty 
and inquire in his temple. | 


DHECONDLY, The Ordinance of the Gol DEN Tas, 


"F'TIE table of the ſhew-bread was a principal part d 
the apparatus of the middle court or ſanctuary, and 
piece of very nice and coſtly workmanſhip. Like the 
ark, it was made of gold and cedar, ornamented wit 
a goldea border and crown, furniſhed with golden ring 
for carriage, and with golden diſhes, and other neceſſat 
utenils. On this pure table were laid twelve loaves, ac 
cording to the number of the tribes. They were made of 
fine flour, and piled up in two rows, crowned with frank 
incenſe. Thus they ſtood continually before the Lord, but 
were renewed every ſabbath morning; and the ſtale bread 
was to be eaten by none but the prieſts in the holy place 
As to the meaning of this ſervice, perhaps it was a con 
tinual thank-offering, whereby the Iſraelites teſtified thei 
gratitude for the fine wheat of Canaan, But it ſeems like 
wiſe no contemptible figure of Chriſt Jeſus, both perſona 
and myſtical z which is to be now declared. 
And, firit, It ſeems to repreſent Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, 
It was a golden table, to denote his moſt invaluable worth 
who 1s precious to them that believe. It was a crowned 
table, to ſignify his 1 4 dignity, and the royal daiaties 
wherewith he feeds lis people, who eat the bread ol 
the mighty. It was a moveable table: for the diſpenia 
tion of his goſpel is not confined to any particular ſpot ot 
earth, but has been frequently removed from one place t 
another. It was a furniſhed table, furniſhed both with" 
proviſions and veſſels, In Chriſt we have all things per- x 
taining to life and godlineſs; for“ it hath pleaſed the Fs - 
6 ther, that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell.” (Col. i. 19.) 1 
But let us conſider the proviſion wherewith this table 
was loaded, and we ſhall ſee how fitly it quadrates to je- 

ſus Chriſt. It was covered with loaves or bread. What 
| bread is to the body that Chriſt is to the ſoul, that is—the th 
ſtaff of life. Like bread, he is of the moſt univerſal ule, 
of the moſt abſolute neceſſity, and prepared for our ſp! 
. ritus 
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+ual food by various luiderinys, as vicad-corn is bruiſed, 
ie loaves were fine flour, jeius Chriit is the fineit of 
he wheat, in whom there was found no bran of tintul cor- 
aption, being holy, harmleſs, undetiled, and ſeparated 
com ſinners.— They were twelve in number, for every 
ribe a loaf, There is enough in Chriit to ſupply the 
xants of his people, who may lay, Out of his fulneſs 
have we all received.” (John i. 16.) They were 
ontinually preſent before the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt is the 
angel of his preſence, who appears before the Lord con- 
inually as the repreſentative of Liracl.— [hey were crown- 
d with frankincenſe. This is an emblem of the accepta- 
llenels of his ſacrifice and interceſſion, or of their {weet- 
nelling ſavour unto God. They were renewed eve 
abbath morning by the prieſts. For the doctrine of ſe- 
us Chriſt, or the {ſpiritual proviſion exhioited on the ta- 
le of the goſpel, in order that it may prove always pa- 
latable to the hearers, the miniſters of the word, ouyht, 
vs the legal prieſts, to renew it every Sabbath; not in— 
led by preaching novel doctrines, but by clothing old 
raths in a new dreſs; or, to uſe the expretion or our 
Lord, © oringing out of their treaſury things new and 
old.“ (Matth. xii. 52.) By this means the attention 
ill be fed, wearineſs relieved, and appetite increaled, 
They were eaten by the prieſts in the holy place, af. 
er they were removed from the prelence-tavle, So Curilt 
the bread of God mult be eaten, that is, believed in, that 
Wc may receive from him both life and ſtreugtn. 'The 
MW niniiters of the goſpel muit feed on that lame Chriit whom 
ofFticy exhibit unto others; and all the faints are that royal 
pre tthood, whoſe privilege it is to eat this bread of Gd. 
add if others are admitted to the molt holy ordiuances, 
.me table of the Lord is contemptivle indeed. I wall on- 
Ih add, that unleſs this heavenly bread had been firit pre- 
e bnted unto the Lord, he would not been preſented to 
Wn as food to the hungry foul. 
all Let us now conſider the ihew-bread as an emblem of 
ze he church which is his body, of which it is ſaid, ** We 
„being many, are one oread.” (1 Cor. x. 17.) Ilnuced 
i-M ic number of the loaves, correſponding to the number of 
a] of VS the 
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the tribes, did certainly intimate, that they repreſented 
the Iſrael of God. Chriſt is that corn of wheat which {el 
into the ground, and died that he might not abide alone; 
and from him believers grow as their parent-root. Chris 
is that golden table that continually ſupports and preſent; 
them before the Lord. They were crowned with frank. 
incenſe ; for their prayers are directed to God as incenſe; 
and the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt perfumes at once their 
perſons and works, as with all the powders of the mer. 
chant. They were diſpoſed in two regular rows; which 
may denote the comely order of the churches. They 
were renewed every week. So one generation of Chr. 
ſtians ſucceeds another. Or perhaps we may take occa. 
ſion to think, how diſtaſteful unto God are ſtale and moul. 
dy profeſſors, who have left their firſt love, and are, like 
Ephraim, as cakes not turned. 'They were, laſtly, to be 
eaten by the prieſts, May we be allowed thus to allegs. 
rize this laſt particular? When the faithful have ſerved 
their generation, and are removed from further uſefulnels in 
this world, they are not rejected as uſeleſs altogether, but 
they become the inheritance of Jeſus Chriſt, the true 
prieſt 3 as the old bread was not caſt away, but fed upon 
by the typical prieſthood in the holy place. 


Tunier, The Ordinance of the Gol DEN CanDLESTICK. 


VER againſt the table there was a golden candle- 

ſtick ſet on the north ſide, that the ſanctuary might 
never be dark. It conſiſted of a large ſtalk, with fix 
branches, and every branch was in three different places 
adorned with a bowl like an almond, a knop, and a flow- 
er. The tongs and ſnuft-dilhes were pure gold, as the 
candleſtick itlelf. At the extremities of the ſtalk and 
branches were ſeven lamps, which were fed with pure o- 
live-oil, and lighted every evening by the prieſts, who 
burned incenſe at the ſame time. 

Was not this an emblem of the true light that Jighteth 
every man that cometh into the world! Not only is Je 
ſus Chriſt, in many texts of ſcripture, reſembled unto he 
light of the ſun, but it is {aid in one place, © Thou art 

« wy 
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my lamp, O Lord: and the Lord will enlighten my 
« darkneſs.” (2 Sam. xxii. 19.) The pure beaten gold 
of this candleſtick may denote the ſpotleſs holineſs, and 
the invaluable worth of Jeſus, who was beaten, if we may 
ſo ſpeak, with the hammer of adverſity, and made per- 
ſect through ſuffering. The oil that nouriſhed the lamps, 
is an emblem of the Holy Ghoſt, that anointed him to 
breach glad tidings to the meek. The number of the 
lamps, which was ſeven, imports the perfection of his 
light. The ſanctuary where they ſhone, is the church 
and the prieſts that trimmed them, are the miniſters of the 
roſpel, whoſe office is to elucidate the myſtery of Chriſt, 
The light which was ſhed all around from this candle- 
lick, may repreſent the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jeſus, which ſhines into the hearts of 
all the royal prieſthood ; or the light of the ſcriptures, 
which are the rays of Jeſus Chriſt, and to which we do 
well to take heed, as to a light that thineth in a dark place, 
That the golden candleſtick was allo a figure of the 
church, will appear very probable, when we conſider, that 
Zacharias, an Old-Teſtament prophet, ſaw, in the viſions 
of God, as her emblem, a golden candleſtick, ſupplied 
with golden oil from two olive trees; and John, a New—- 
Teitament apoſtle, when he was in the Spirit, beheld our 
great High Prieſt in ſacerdotal robes, walking in the midſt 
of the ſeven golden candleſticks, which were the ſeven 
Aſian churches. But let us, for further proof, obſerve 
the likeneſs of this ſacred utenſil to the whole and every 
particular church. 
We ſhall, firſt, Conſider the candleſtick itſelf. ]ts 
ſe was to receive the materials of the light, and then to 
ſpread it abroad. Even fo, the church receives the truth 
in the firſt place; and then holds it forth, by purity of 
doctrine, and ſanctity of life. 
Its matter was pure and beaten gold. The church may 
be a lamp deſpiſed in the thoughts of worldly men, and 


1 
w 


eſteemed as an earthen pitcher ; yet in the eyes of the 


Lord ſhe is comparable to fine gold. O how the gold be- 
comes dim in the preſence of faith and holineſs ! She is 


pure gold, being purged from the droſs of reigning cor- 


ruption, 
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ruption, by the blood, by the Spi.it, and by tne word g 
Chriit. She is beaten gold, being partaker of the athic. 
tions of the goſpel. By theſe means the is a veſſel made 
meet for the Maſter's uſe. For ſhape, it was divided int 
ſix branches, united by one common ittalk. This ügnißes 
the coalition of all true churches and ſound believers into 
one great ſociety, which is founded upon their common 
relation to Jeius Chriit, the centre of union. The orna. 
ments of almonds, knops, and flowers, which decorated 
all the branches, may denote the various gifts and graces 
with which every church ſhould be adorned, that ihe may 
with the greater dignity hold forth the word of life. The 
tongs and ſnuff.-dithes wece not more neceſſary appendages 
to the golden candleitick, than church- cenſures, and 
brotherly admonitions, are to every ſociety of Chriitiang, 
By means of theſe inſtruments the lamps burned clear, 
and the floor of the holy place was not ſullied. So the 
diſcipline of the church is an excellent mean to preſerve 
the lamp of goſpel-light from dimneſs, and the temple of 
the Lord from defilement, by the ſuperfluity of nauyhti. Na 
neſs. The oil burning in the ſeven lamps of the candle. Nei 
ſtick, is an emblem of the Holy Ghoſt, in his various bre 
gifts, who refides in the church; is compared unto il, ne! 
and unto fire: and of whom the apoitle John ſpeaks f 
this enigmatical manner, when he {aw the viſions -of the 
Almighty, ©* And there were ſeven lamps of fire burning ces 
% hefore the throne, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God.” Wt 
(Rev. iv. 5.) —8S0 much for the candleſtick itſelf. 

Let us now glance at the miniſtry of the prieſts about ! 
this holy veſſel. . They were to ſupply it with oil, to trim 
the lamps, and light them every evening, and to burn in- lis 
cenle at the ſame time. Might not this ſignify the watch · ter 
ful care of the miniſter of the ſanctuary and true taberna- 
cle, who walks in the midſt of the ſeven golden candle- WI 
ſticks, imparts unto them all neceſſary ſupplies of the Wo: 
heavenly unction, quenches not the ſmoaking flax, but th 
ſtrengthens the things that remain, and are ready to die; NI. 
while, at the ſame time, he offers unto God the graterulWw« 
incenle of his prevalent interceſſion in their behalf? AudWot 
may it not turther adumbrate the duty and othce of alli 

the 
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ke miniſters of the goſpel, who, in the evening of the 
vorld, are to light the lamp ordained for God's Anointed ? 
„They ſhall teach Jacob thy judgments, O Lord, and 
{ [{rael thy law: they ſhall put incenſe before thee, and 
whole burnt-offerings upon thine altar.” (Deut. xxxiit, 
10.) It is their province, while they direct unto God the 
ncenſe of fervent prayer, to make their lamps burn clear, 
by ſupplying them with the oil of pure doctrine, and 
rimming them with the tongs of wholeſome diſcipline, 
and ſalutary admonition. For Zion's ſake let them not 
# hold their peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake let them not 
i reit, till the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as bright- 
' neſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 
Iſa. Ixii. 1.) 


FouxTHLyY, The Ordinance of the Gol DEN ALTAR. 


N the inner part of the ſanctuary, there ſtood a four- 
ſquare altar of Shittim wood, overlaid with gold. It 
Fas encompaſſed with a golden crown, furniſhed with gol- 


bread, and graced with four golden horns at its four cor- 
ers. To this ſecret altar none but the prieſts were to 
approach; not to offer propitiatory ſacrifices, as upon the 
altar of burnt-offering, but to burn incenſe of ſweet ſpi- 
es morning and evening before the Lord. The confec- 
ion of this ſacred perfume is minutely preſcribed, with a 
ſtrict prohibition of imitating it for any other uſe. It was 
ut Ma figure of the interceſſion of the great High Prieſt before 
mMihe throne, as the altar of burnt-offering was a figure of 
n-Mhis ſatisfactory oblation upon the earth. Let us firſt at- 
h-. tend unto the altar, and next unto the incenſe. 

a- The altar itſelf was, firſt, a golden crowned altar; 
e- Jwhich ſignifies the glorious dignity of the royal Interceſ- 
he Mor, who is a prieſt upon his throne, and is ſet down on 
ut the right hand of the heavenly Majeliy. It was a 
e : Miquare altar, equally reſpecting the four corners of the 
ul world; to denote how acceſlible he 1s to all the ends 
1d MWof the earth. It was a moveable altar, capable of be- 
ling tranſported where-ever the church of Iſracl went: an 
is ä emblem 


len rings for carriage, like the ark and table of ſhew- 
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ſanctuary, while the people were praying without. The 
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emblem of his perpetual preſence in all places where h 
name is recorded, or where his people are afflicted, 
Jail, an iſle of Patmos, a lion's den, a fiſh's belly, a fe 
furnace, are all alike to him, who never leaves, never 
forſakes his choſen, and his called. It was a hidde: 
altar, to waich none approached except the ſons of Leu. 
To know Chriſt as their interceding Prieſt, is the diſtin. 

iſhed privilege of all the royal prieſthood. Theſe one 
Le him by faith, whom the world ſeeth no more. But vet 
as the way to the golden altar of incenſe was to paſs Hyde 
the brazen altar of burnt-offering ; ſo none can come dh 
Jeſus, as ever living to make interceſhon for them, who 
come not to him as dying once to atone for their guilt W* t 
and put away their ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf |"! 
was a horned altar. And what ſhould theſe four horns a W"*" 
its four corners portend, but the ſtrength and prevalence me 
of his interceſſion, whom the Father heareth always, and H 
who is able to ſave unto the uttermoſt all who come unto Ba. 
God by him, from the four winds of heaven ? It was 
an altar ſtained with blood : for, though no ſacrifices for 
expiation were offered upon it, yet Aarou was command. 
ed to tip its horns every year with the blood of the atone. 
ments. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt the righteous is the 
ſtrength of his advocacy. This blood — for evt 
be ſore the throue of God, enforces all his ſuits with loud- 
er cries than ever the blood of Abel ſent from the 
ground, imploring vengeance on the firſt murderer. 

From the altar, let us come to the incenſe burned upon 
it, It repreſents both the merits. of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
prayers of all ſaiuts. X 

Ihe merits of ſeſus Chriſt is that incenſe in which the 
prayers, and tears, and works of all the ſaints are clad, and 
wherein they aſcend like Manoah's angel, before the 
prefence of IEHOovau. That incenle was compoſed of 
ſweet ſpices, that thed a rich perfume z but not to grate- 
ful to men as the ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice of Chriſt was 1a- 
veury unto God. That incenſe was burned in the 


appearing of our High Priett in the heavenly ſanctuary 
with the {weet odour of his merits, by no means fuper- 
ſede; 
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des the prayers of ſaints on earth. For theſe things 
will God be,” not only ſolicited by the interceſſion of 
is Son, but © inquired of by the houſe of Iſrael, that he 
may do it for them.” (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.) That in- 
enſe was continually burned before the Lord, and was a 
erpetual incenſe throughout their generations. The in- 
rceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt is everlaſting, becauſe he ever 
veth. Never, never ſhall it be diſcontinued, till all its 
nds are fully reached, and the laſt ele& veſſel be pray- 
d home to glory. That incenſe was not to be coun- 
rfeited, or imitated for any other purpoſe. Deteſted 
e the impiety of that harlot-church, who confides in the 
jerits of any ſaint, living or dead, aſcribing, on whatſo- 
rer pretence, the Mediator's glory to another. But the 
me approaches, when this counterfeit incenſe, the com- 
odity of Babylon, ſhall no more be bought by the mer. 
hants of the earth. 

The prayers of ſaints are alſo ſaid to be directed as in- 
enſe before the Lord, and are reſembled to odours pre- 
erved in vials of gold, by a New-Teſtament writer, 
prayer is that incenſe, which, according to Malachi's 
drediction, ſhall be offered to the name of the Lord in e- 
ery place, Was the holy incenſe compounded of vari- 
Ws ſweet ſpices? The graces of the Holy Ghoſt are 
eie precious ingredients in the effectual prayer of the 


ighteous. Some of them were beaten very ſmall; per- 


sps to intimate, that brokenneſs of heart, and contrition 
f ſpirit, which the high and lofty One requires in the 
jorſhippers at his footſtool. The fire that burned the 
 Wocenſe, may denote the fervency of ſpirit required in ac- 
| {W'cptable worſhip. —But take heed of the ſparks of your 
Windling, and lift up holy hands without wrath : for 
he incenſe muſt not be kindled with fire from the kitch- 
n, but the altar. Was the incenſe burned morning 
and evening continually ? And can we reaſonably think 
he incenſe of prayer and praiſe ſhould be leſs frequently 
addreſſed to the God that dwells in the heavens ? Jeſus 
Wb rift is the altar; Jeſus Chriſt is the Prieſt who ſtands 
rich his golden cenſer; by him your incenſe of prayer, 


nd your incenſe of praiſe, ſhall go up for a memorial be- 
fore 
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fore God, and meet with gracious acceptance. Withoy 
him even incenſe is an abomination unto God; any dhe 
moſt ſolemn duties are as ſmoke in his noſtrils, and à fin 


that burneth all the day. 
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FigTaLly, The Ordinance of the Bxazexn ALTA, Nor. 


| ſati: 
JET us next conſider the altar of burnt-offering WM me: 
which was a chief part of the holy furniture both per 
the tabernacle and temple. Its materials were braſs an for 


cedar wood; its ſhape fourſquare; its ſtation was in tech 
outward court. It protected criminals that fled unto it M1: 
ſonctified gifts, and alimented the prieſts. It was orm T. 
mented with four horns of braſs flouriſhing from its cor of 
ners, and upon it the ſacred fire was kept perpetually «WG: 
live. The ceremonies of its conſecration laſted for ſeven 
days; and it is called by God an altar moft holy, that 
ſhould impart a legal holineſs to every thing that touch. 
ed it. In ordinary caſes it was not lawful to offer ſacti. 
fices upon any other altar but this alone, 

That Jeſus Chriſt is the antitype of this altar, the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews permits us not to doubt ; for, 
ſpeaking of him, he ſays, © We have an altar, where 
they — no right to eat who ſerve the tabernacl:" 
(Heb. xiii. 10.) He ſays not, a/tars, as if they were ms 
ny, but an altar, ſpeaking of one; and this altar is Chril. 
As the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt was typified by the 
golden altar of incenſe ; ſo the altar of burnt-offering re. 
preſented both his ſatisfaction in general, and his God- 
head in particular. Let us begin with the firſt. 

It repreſented the perſon of our Redeemer, as the pro- 
pitiation for our ſins. It was a brazen altar. Was it not 
the ſame glorious perſon whom Ezekiel ſaw like a man of 
braſs, with a line of flax in his hand to meaſare the tem- 
ple; and whoſe feet are deſcribed, in the viſions of John, 
like fine braſs, as if they burned in a furnace? Braſs is: 
cheap and common metal. When by himſelf he purged 
our ſins, he ſhone not with golden luſtre ; for his viſage 


ſons of men. Braſs is a ſtrong metal, and fit to endure 
the 
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he fire. Our ſtrength was not the ſtrength of ſtones, our 
fleſh was not of braſs, to dwell with devouring fire, to a- 
bide with everlaſting burnings : but Chriſt was the migh- 
ty One, who felt the power of God's anger, and was not 
devoured by the fiery indignation. It was a horned al- 
tar. This ſignifies the ſtrength of his atonement, both to 
ſatisfy the juſtice of God, and pacify the conſciences of 
men. It was a fourſquare altar: an emblem of his 
perpetual ability, who is the ſame to-day, yeſterday, and 
for ever. It was a public altar. For the death of 
Chriſt was to be a tranſaction of the moſt public kind, 
It was a burning altar, on which the fire never went out, 
The Holy Ghoſt is that eternal Spirit of judgment and 
of burning, through whom he offered up himſelf unto 
God, and who dwells for ever in the Son. With this ho- 
ly fire the great High Prieſt inflamed his legal ſacrifice of 
atonement ; and with this holy fire the royal prieſthood 
ought to kindle their moral ſacrifice of praiſe, which they 
offer by him continually. It was an oaly altar, and by 
the law of Moſes, admitted not any rival. So Jeſus 
Chriſt is the one Mediator between God and man. To 
multiply mediators is no leſs condemned by the Nexw- 
Teſtament, than to multiply altars by the Old. It 
was an altar moſt holy that ſanctified all gifts. Whether 
we preſent unto God the meat-offering of alms, the 
drink-offering of tears, che peace-offering of thankſgiving, 
the heave-offering of prayer, or the whole burnt-offerin 

of body and ſoul, by him alone they are ſanctified and ac- 
cepted, as the altar ſanctiſied the gift. It was an al- 
tar that protected criminals who fled unto it; tkargh, for 
ſome crimes, they were to be ragged from it to ſuffer 
condign puniſhment. In Jeſus Chriſt the guiity ſinner 
finds a refuge from legal condemnation ; nor can they fail 
of making peace with him, who by faith take hold of his 
lirength, be their crimes ever ſo atrocious. It was en 
altar that nouriſhed the Levitical prieſthood who ſerved 
at it, and were partakers with it. Even ſo, the happy 


perſons who are made prieſts unto God, and partakers of 


Chriſt, receive from him, not a natural, but a ſpiritual 
and 
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and eternal life: “ For he that eateth me,” himſelf de. 
clares, ** ſhall live by me.” (John vi. 57.) 

But in a particular manner his Deity ſeems fit to he 
called the altar on which he offered his humanity : for 1 
he was his own altar no leſs than ours. It was not the 
wooden croſs on which he died, that ferved him for an 
altar. Far leſs can the material table, on which the ho. 60 
ly memorials are exhibited in the ſacrament of the ſup. bu 
per, deſerve any fuch glorious epithet. Hear what him. 
elf fays about the altar, and the gift.“ Ye fools and Ja 
* blind : for whether is greater the gift, or the altar b. 
that ſanctifies the gift?“ (Matth. xxiii. 19.) Will ay 
dare to ſay, that the wooden croſs was greater than the 
foul and body of the Redeemer who expired on it? or 
that the table of the ſupper is greater than the conſecra. 
ted ſymbols of his body and blood ? If it be impoſlible to 
find any thing greater than the humanity of the Lord and 
Saviour, except his own divinity, his own divinity, and 
nothing elſe, muſt be the altar. Did the altar ſupport 
the gift or victim while it was burning upon it? It was 

the Godhead of Chriſt that ſupported the manhood from 
finking under theſe direful ſufferings he patiently endu- 
red, Did the altar ſanctify the gifts that touched it? | 
was the Deity of Chriſt that ſanctified the gift of his hu- 
manity, and imparted a dignity and value to the ſacrifice 
of his body and ſoul. The fins of many are fully expia- 
ted by the ſufferings of one, becauſe he is God, and there 1 
is none elſe; befides him there is no Saviour. 

Bleſſed be God for ſuch an High Prieſt; ſuch a tem. 5 
ple; ſuch a ſacrifice; ſuch an altar of burnt- offering and 
incenſe, We may have an slItar, not only in the midſt of 
the land of Canaan, but in the midſt of the land of E- 
gypt, to which the ſons of the ſtrangers may bring their 
ſacrifices, We. have an altar which God will never caſt 
off; a ſanctuary which he will never abhor. The great 
atoning ſacrifice is already offered up, what remains for 
us but to render unto a gracious God the calves, not of , 
the ſtall, but of the lips, and the ſacrifice of praiſe conti- 
nually, 


S1IXTHLY, 
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S1xTHLY, The Ordinance of the BNAEAEN LAVERA. 


HE divers waſhings injoined in the law of Moſes, 

were no doubt, a very lignificant branch of that ri- 
tual ceconomy : for not only did the Heathen nations a- 
dopt this cuſtom in their falſe worſhip of imaginary gods; 
but a ſhadow of it is ſtill retained in the Chriſtian bap- 
tim, the initiating ordinance of the church. The daily 
luſtration of che Levitical prieſthood, we ſhall preſently 

lance at. | 

At the,entrance of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
before you come to the brazen altar, was ſet, by the ap- 
pointment of the Lord, a pure veſſel, or laver of poliſh- 
ed brals, The materials of it were furniſhed by ſome re- 
ligious women, who complimented their looking-glaſſes 
or this purpole coulecrating thele initruments, perhaps 
4 {Wot vanity, to the ſacred ule of adorning the worthip of the 
true God. Though the ſhape of this veſſel is not minute- 
ly deſcribed by Moſes, it was certainly ſo contrived as the 
water it contained might be emptied by vents or pipes : for 
the prieſts were ordered, on pain of death, to waſh their 
hands and feet at this laver when they went into the taber- 
nacle or approached unto the altar. At firit this waſhing- 
pot was probably of ſmall ſize; but when Solomon built 
his magnificent temple, he made alſo a laver of large di- 
meniions, which, on account of the huge quantity of water 
it was capable to hold, was called a molten /ea, and let it 
on a bale of twelve oxen of braſs, not without the direc- 
tion of Heaven, as we may well preſume. 

Did the pure and holy God intend by this law only to 
require from his worthippers, the putting away the filth 
of the tieſh, which might be done with material water, 
aud by fuch as had neither their hearts clean, nor their 
hands pure? Is waſhing the body with the pureſt water, 
er n adequate preparation for coming into the preſence of 
of {Mt God, in whole ſight the heavens are not clean? Far 
be it from us to harvuur ſo foolith a thought. The purt- 
hcation of the foul from ſpiritual pollution, was the thin 
intended by this carnal ordinance, The laver is Jeſus 
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Chriſt himſelf, who cleaules all the royal prieſthood from 
the foul contagion of ſin, by the word which he ſpeak; 
unto them, by the Spirit which he ſheds upon ther?, and 
by the blood he poured out for them. Was the lavera 
pure and cleanly veſſel? This may denote the innocence 
and ſpotleſs purity ot the glorious Immanuel, together with 
__ nt nels to preſerve all that are in him holy and unbleme. 
able, Was it alarge and capacious veſſel, and therefore ſti]. 
ed a wh 2 Ti his may remind us of that val and inexhauſtible 
fulneſs which ever dwells in the New-Teſtament laver, by 
which he is able to ſprinkle many nations, and waſh away 
the cr:mes of all who come unto God by him. Was 1 
au open veſlel, that food in the moſt public ſituation? A 
prophet {tiles the bleffed Redeemer, “a fountain opened 
in the houſe of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſs 
lem, for tin, and for uncleanneſs. (Zech. xii. 1.) Wx 
it a conſecrated veſſel? for Moſes anointed the laver and 
his foot with the holy anointing oil. Chriſt Jeſus ws 
conſecrated for evermore to his ſaving office, and anoint 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt in the moſt ample meaſure. Wy 
it ſupported by twelve oxen in the temple of Solomon 
Theſe brazen figures, that looked to all the winds of he: 
ven, may not abſurdly be viewed as emblems of the tweln 
apoſtles, wh» bore Chriſt's name to the Gentiles ; wh 
ponred the doctrine of ſalvation in all the quarters of tht 
world. For, not only does the number of the oxen cot 
relpord to the number of the apoſtles of the Lamb; bu 
the ſervants of Chriſt are in other paſſages held forth ur 
der the emblem of theſe robuſt, laborious, and uſeful an 
mals, 
But the uſe which the prieſts under the law were con 
manded to make of this veſſel on all occaſions, under tit 
ſevereſt penalty, is the moſt remarkable circumitance wt 
are to attend unto. They were to waſh their hands an 
feet with the water of this veſſel when they enteie 
the tabernacle, on pain of death. Theſe prieſts are i 
gures not only of all office-bearers in the church, wh 
ought to be pure and holy; but of all the holy nation 
Chriſtians z who, having a great High Prieſt over t! 
houſe of God, ought to draw near with true hearts, ar 
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provero, when poured on the head of Aaron. Of a 
greater than he it is ſaid, “ All thy garments ſmell of 
„ myrrh, aloes, and caſſia:“ (Pſal. xlv. 8.) and again, 
« Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good ointments, therefore 
« do the virgins love thee.” (Song 1. 3.) The quantity 
which Moſes made was conſiderably large and ſufficient 
to anoint both the prieits, the tabernacle, a.:d all its ſa- 
cred veſſels. May not this faintly adumbrate the fulneſs 
of the Spirit, by which he is able, not only to anvint our 


great High Prieſt, but likewile all the ſanctified veſſels, 
„chat are made meet for the Maſter's uſe ? It was unlaw- 
ay Wl ful to make any thing like it; and the Jews athrm, with 
ü great probability, that it was never but once prepared; 
AW though they tabuloully add, that it waſted not by ule for 
nel many generations. This may denote how diſpleaſing it 


is to God to counterteit his holy Spirit; and as we ale to 
try the ſpirits, whether they be of God, ſo in all genera- 
tions there is but one Spirit, as there is one body-myiti- 
wlll cal, and one hope of our calling. — The prohibition ot put- 
ting any of it on a itranger, may ſignify, that the ſpiri- 
tual unction is the peculiar privilege of ſaints, which, to 


uſe the expreſſion of our Lord, the world cannot receive, 
el And, laſtly, As this anointing oil did ſanctify the perſons 
cli and things to which it was applied, conſecrated them tor 
who ver to the ſervice of God, and entitled them to his pro- 
the tection : ſo the happy ſouls who have received not the 
co {pirit of the world, but the Spirit who is of God, are 


ſanctified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
un rit ot our God; are ſealed unto the day of redemption ; 
and the unction they have received, abideth in them. 
Becauſe of this anointing, their yokes ſhall be deitroyed, 
Touch not mine anointed, ye enemies of their jalva- 
tion,“ will the Lord ſay, * and do no harm to my pe- 
* culiar people.“ (Pial. cv. 15.) Let others drink wine 
in bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief ointments 
but give us, O Lord, this holy oil tor eyermore, 


IV. The 


} 
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| IV. The Land of Canaan. 
THX land that flowed with milk and honey, deſeryy 


a particular conſideration among the other ſhadow 

of good tuings to come, God promiled to the fathers d 
the holy nation, “ I will give you the land of Canaan, 
the lot of your inheritance, when they were but a fey 
men in number, yea, very few, and ſtrangers in it.“ 
(Gen. xii. 7. Pal. cv. 11, 12.) This promiſe he per. 
formed to their poſterity at the appointed time, when, 
under the conduct of Joſhua, he drove out the Heathen, 
and planted them. But was this all which God provid. 
ed for his people? Was the promiſe of an earthly inherit. 
ance, the bliſsful hope that ſupported the believing ps. 
triarchs in the few and evil days of their pilgrimage! 
Was there no other reſt remaining for the people of God 
but that which Joſhua gave them? Then indeed they 
had been, upon the whole, conſiderable loſers by thei 
religion, and God would been aſhamed to be called their 
God. It is true, the earthly Canaan was a delicious 
country, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and deeps, 
that ſprang out of the valleys and hills ;—a land where 
they did eat butter of kine, and milk of ſheep, fat cf 
lambs, and rams of the breed of Bathan, and goats with 
the fat of kidneys of wheat; they did drink the pure blood 
of the grape :—a land whole rich ſoil produced whatever 
could fill the cup of joy, or load the board of plenty, 
But, alas! what cruel mockery had it been to propose 
no ſublimer enjoyments than theſe to the lovers of his 
bleſſed name? Are ſuch things an adequate portion to 
the immortal ſpirit in man? Beſides, the patriarchs them- 
ſelves ſojourned in the land of promiſe as in a ſtrange 
country, and had not ſo much as a grave to call their 
own till bought with money. And their poſterity, the 
people of his holineſs, poſſeſſed it but a little time, 
What was the language of all this? Did it not proclaim, 
in loudeſt accents, both to the patriarchs and their ſeed, 
« Ariſe ye, and depart ; for this is not your final reit 
i (Mic, ii. 10.) I have provided for you, O my people, a 
| „better 
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a the full aſſurance of faith, having their hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience, and their bodies waſhed with pure 
rater. It is true, they are washed and juitified already, 
n the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 

od; yet ſtill they need to wath their hands and feet. 
The fins of daily walk demand freth application to the la- 
er of his atoning blood, even from the holieſt ſaints on 
crarth. Faith is the hand by which this purifying water 
t. applied to the conſcience. Would we approach to God 
er. n holy duties? would we aſcend the hill of the Lord, and 
en, land in his holy place? then, in a ſpecial manner, muſt 
en, re lay aſide all filthineſs, and ſuperiduity of naughtineſe, 
id. Mreſolving, with the ſweet finger of Iſrael, | will waſh 
it. mine hands in innocency, and fo will 1 compaſs thine 
pa altar, O Lord.” (Plal. xxvi. 6.) But whoever they be, 
e What prefer the mire of their ſin to the laver of his blood, 
od, Whink to waſh away their itains with the nitre and ſoap of 
ef heir own righteouſneſs, they thall die before the Lord, 
cir We excluded from his beatitic preſence, and become an ab- 
eir Worring unto all fleſh for evermore, 


P,WS:vzexnTHLY, The ordinance of the AnoinTinNG OIL. 


of | N Jeſus Chrift we have alſo the antitype of the legal 
ith unction, no leis than of the divers waihings and facribces, 
od Wrbich is to be declared. The Jewiſh lawgiver is com- 
ver nanded, in a very particular manner, to take unto him of 
ty. Whe principal ſpices, five hundred thekels of pure myrrh, 
oe W—-half as much of {ſweet cinnamon, —five hundred ſhekels 
his f callia,—and half as much of ſweet calamus. 'Thele pre- | 


to W10us ingredients were to be compounded by the apothe- f 
m- Nary's art in a hin of olive-oil, The ule of this holy oil | 
ge Nas to anoint the tabernacle, and its furniture, and Aaron f 


- — 


eit Nrith his ſons. But it was ſtrictly forbidden to apply it to 
he Wy other uſe, to put it upon any ſtranger, or to make any 
ie, lung like it, after the compoſition of it. This,“ ſaid 
m, God to the Ifraclites, © thall be a holy anointing oil to 
ech me, throughout your generations.” —( Exod. xxx. 51.) 
Net us come to the concealed mytiery ot this ordinance. 
„Then was this type fulnlled, waen the Lord's Aw 
te: 1 . me 
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ed was endued with the gifts and graces of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, which God gave not by meaſure unto hin, Hen 
what himſelf declares by the mouth of the prophet Ifaia}, 
„% The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath z 
„% nointed me.” (Iſa. Ixi. 1.) And therefore are the (| 
ciples of Chriſt ſtiled Chritzans, becauſe it is ſuppoſe} 
they have alſo an unction from the holy One. 

Surely it is not without ſufficient reaſons, that anointing 
with oil, and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, an 
phraſes of the ſame import in the language of inſpiration 
If oil is of a healing nature, and fit to appeaſe the anguiſ 
of rankled wounds; the Spirit of God is that mollifyiny 
ointment, by which the wounds, and bruiſes, and putrif 
ing ſores, occaſioned by the fall, are gradually healel 
until at left the cure is fo completely wrought, that nc 
a ſcar remains. Ir oil is of a beautifying quality, and 
makes the human face to ſhine ; by the benign agency 
the ſanctifying Spirit, our ſouls are made as the wings 0 
a dove covered with filver, and are preſented at laiti 
preſence of his glory, without {pot or wrinkle, or an 
ſuch thing. If oil is ſavoury to the taſte, imparting toq 
ther eſculents an agrecable flavour; without the Spit 
what is the word itfelf but a dry. morſe] ? but when h 
theds his kindly influences, then do we find the word a 
eat it; it is to us the joy and rejoicing of our heart. 
oil is of an exhilarating virtue, greatly refreſhing the an 
mal ſpirits of them who are anointed ; this puts us! 
mind of the reviving operations of the Comforter, who! 
the Holy Ghoſt, the true oil of gladneſs, whoſe fruit 
joy and peace, In the ſame manner we might apply th 
ſtrengthening, ſoftening, preſerving, infinuating prope 
ties of this ſtaple commodity of Canaan, to the like opt 
rations of the divine Spirit. 

But let us rather reflect upon the ſpecial qualities ( 
the holy ancinting oil, which Moſes made according 
the divine dilpenſatory. It was compounded of varie 
cotily ingredients; to repreſent, perhaps, the great van 
ty of heavenly pifts and graces, which are conferred | 
the Spirit of the Lord, aud the diveriities of his oper 
tions. It thed a moll delightful perfume, even ti 
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ji 


10 THE LAND OF CANAAN» 213 


ad better heavenly country, (Heb. xi. 16.) of which this 
uch plcaſant land is but the pledge and ſhadow.” Beyond 
Ii doubt, the godly patriarchs regarded the promiſed 
nd in this amiable light: and it is hard to imagine how 
loſes, that wiſe and great lawgiver, could been fo paſ- 
oaately deſirous to ſee, before he died, that good land 
:yond Jordan, if he had not conſidered it as a pledge of 
;od's eternal reſt, Let us add to all this, the ſublime 
ncomiums that are every where beſtowed upon Ca- 
aan, in Moſes and the prophets. Surely there was no- 
hing about that little ſpot of earth to intitle it to ſuch 
igh elop1ums, as the glory of all lands, (Ezek. xx. 
J © the pleaſant land, (Pſal. cvi. 24.) and, thy land, O 
Immanuel.” (Iſa. viii. 8.) But when we view it as a 
ype of the heavenly inheritance, the propriety of theſe 
rand epithets immediately diſcovers itſelf. Let us ſee 
here the reſemblance lies. | 

Canaan was a land originally poſſefled by other nations 
hom the Lord drove out for their wickedneſs. It is 
evealed in the ſcriptures, that the celeſtial manſions were 
Irſt inhabited by theſe once pure, but now apoſtate ſpirits, 
ho, for rebellion againit their eternal Sovereign, were 
Iriven out from God and bliſs, and their places in heaven 
hall know them again no more. 

It was a land of amazing fertility. And ſuch is the ten- 
ler condeſcenſion of the heavenly Father, as to deſcribe, by 
arthly ſimilitudes, that fulneſs of joy in his beatific pre- 
ence, and all the rich variety of ſpiritual and eternal bleſs- 
ugs. The plenty of Canaan, where they did eat bread 


houſe. In heaven they ſhall not want any good thing 
hat can be perfective of their natures, or conducive to 
heir true felicity. There, to uſe the prophetic ſtile, © the 
mountains ſhall drop down ſweet wine, and the hills (hall 
„flow with milk.” ( joel iii. 18.) They thall not hunger 
nor thirſt; tor the tree of lite for ever hangs out his 
golden fruit, and the water of life for ever rolls its filver 

Itrcam. 
It was a promiſed land ; and promiſed long before the 
polleſhon was actually taken, to the father ot their ant, 
our 


ithout ſcarceneſs, was an emblem of the fatuels of God's 
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four hundred and thirty years before the law. Even 
eternal life was promiſed to Chriſt, the everlaiting Father 
not only antecedent to the goad works of his ſeed, 5 
before the world: and though the Lord is not ſlack co 
cerning his promiſe, yet we have need of patience, eye 
though we have done the will of God, that we may i 
herit the promiſes. 
It was a land which their own righteouſneſs could ng 
merit, and which their own ſword could not procure 
Their induction into it is, in the ſtrongeſt terms, aſcribe 
to the ſovereign grace and outſtretched arm of God, whi 
ſhewed to his people the power of his works, that he miyht 
give them the heritage of the Heathen. Should we vain 
ly arrogate unto ourſelves the honour of deſerving, by ou 
beſt works, our acceſs to the heavenly inheritance, there 
is one that condemns us, even Moſes in whom we trul. 
Speak not thou in heart,” ſays that great lawgiver tt 
his people, For my righteouſneſs the Lord hath brought 
nine into poſſeſs this land. Not for thy righteouſneſs, or 
the uprightneſs of thine heart, doſt thou go to poſſeſs it; 
for thou art a ſtiff-necked people.” (Deut. ix. 4, 5, 6.) 
Can any be fo abſurd as to affirm, that though the earthly 
inheritance could not, yet the heavenly inheritance may 
be merited by works of righteouſneſs that we have dune! 
It was a land to which they went through many hard- 
ſhips and difficulties, through floods, and wilderneies, and 
legions of oppoſing foes. They had both real and imagi- 
nary diſcouragements to grapple with. Even ſo, the king- 
dom of heaven ſuffers violence, and through much triou- 
lation we muſt eater into it, though it be a purchaſed pol- 
ſeilion, and a promiſed inheritance. But as neither Sihon 
king of the Amorites, nor Og king of Baſhan, nor the 
formidable giants the ſons of Anak, could hinder the II. 
raclites from their promiſed reſt: ſo neither ſhall the 
power of the enemy, however great and dreadiul, be a: 
ble to retard the meaneſt ſaint, who takes unto him the 
whole armour of God, and with determined ardour fights 
the good fight of faith, and lays hold on eternal life. 
I was a land which many defhiſed, and through unbe- 
bet they came ſhort of the promiſe, and their carcaſes fel! 
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he wilderneſs. And many, alas! prefer the preſent 
aſures of fin, to all the raviſhing proſpects of eternity. 
ead of ſeeking this better country all the days of their 
| it is the land which they abhor. 

It was a land which the Iſraelites obtained not till Mo- 
was dead. None are brought to heaven, till they be 
ad to the law by the body of Chriſt. He is the true 
hua, or the Captain of ſalvation, who brings many ſong 
to glory, and conducts them through the Jordan of death, 
o the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fad- 
not away. 


ain 3 
zen v. The holy City of ]JervsALEm, and the holy HIL of 


ON, 


UT we muſt not forget thee, O Jeruſalem, thou fa- 

med metropolis of Judea, nor that adjacent hill of Zi- 
, the royal reſidence of David, where the temple alſo 
ood ! Such glorious things have been ſpoken of this ci- 


5) and mountain, as can, by no means agree to them, when 
iewed only in the letter. It is long, very long, ſince Zi- 
5 n was ploughed as a field, ſince the palaces of Jeruſalem 
Et 


ave been levelled with the ground :. © Go ye up upon 
her walls,” faid God to the victorious Roman army, 
Land take away her battlements, for they are not the 
Lord's.“ (Jer. v. 10.) But {till there is a ſpiritual Zion, 
Mn which the Lamb ſtands with his redeemed tribes ; {till 
here is a heavenly Jeruſalem, to which the general aſ- 
embly and church of the firſt- born are ſaid to come, 
What ſhould this ſpiritual Zion and heavenly Jeruſalem 
e, but the militant and triumphant church of Chriſt, of 
ich the earthly Zion, and the worldly Jeruſalem, were 
the ſhadow and type? The old mount Zion was, equally 
ith mount Sinai, a mount that might be touched, being 
a corporeal ſubſtance : and the old Jeruſalem was a city 
that might be razed to it{ foundations: but the true Zi- 
on is a ſpiritual thing, which cannot be touched; and the 
new Jeruſalem 1s a city that hath foundations, and never 

can be moved. 
There 


— — 
— — — — . 
* 
- * ” 


216 TYPICAL PLACES- BOOK 11 


There Were hills more eminent than Zion, and tow 
more potent than Jeruſalem; yet no mountain or d 
makes ſo diſtinguiſhed a figure in the ſacred page, | 
was not the natural elegance of Zion and Jeruſalem, ;, 
the fortified ſituation of theſe places, that could iti 
them to ſuch high elogiums as are every where beſtoy, 
upon them by the inſpired penmen. It is true indeed, th 
beautiful ſituation of mount Zion, and the compact form 
Jeruſalem, which was comely to a proverb, deſerved the 
due praiſes : and their ſtrength, both of nature and: 
was far from being deſpicable. It may be alſo affirme 
that the holy Ghoſt intended a faint repreſentation of th 
invincible ſtrength, and ſpiritual beauty of the churc 
in the ſtrength and beauty of theſe holy places. Butt 
extraordinary regard which the great Jenovan was ple! 
ed to teſtify towards his holy hill of Zion, and his belo 
ed city of Jeruſalem, is the chief thing which exalted th 
little hill above the great mountains of the world, ande 
nobled that metropolis above all other cities, however pe 
pulous, or magnificent. Why do ye leap, ye high hills 
why do ye exult againſt the little hill of Zion, as if! 
were much ſuperior to it? This is the hill which Go 
defires to dwell in; the Lord will dwell in it for ev: 
This makes it a high hill; a high hill as the hill of Baſkan 
this renders it the perfection of beauty, and the joy ot th 
whole earth. Exactly fo, it is the diſtinguiſhing favou 
and ſovereign love of God, beſtowed upon his chure 
that ennobles it beyond all other ſocieties, however inte 
rior to them-in the beauty of earthly ſplendour, 
worldly dominion. Let us ſee then what are the man 
of the divine regard to theſe ſacred places, which rende 
ed them fit emblems of the real church in all ages. 

They were places where God ſet his King, and ti 
thrones of the houſe of David. That illuſtrious monate 
who founded the long line of the Jewiſh kings, havu 
reſcued Jeruſalem and Zion from the ſebuſites by for 
of arms, fortified them, and made them the places of 
royal reſidence. The ſpiritual Zion is the city of f 

reat King, that is, of Jeſus Chriſt, who won it out 


the hands of idolatrous Gentiles, who boaſted of thy 
1 
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ols, though lame and blind. Chriit is the true David, 
ho indeed was ſignified by all the Kings of Iſrael, his li- 
al ſucceflors, who hath gained this notable victory over 
e Gentile world ; and in thoſe very places where ſuper- 
tion reigned, hath builded his church, fixed his throne, 
d iſſued forth his righteous laws. If it was a diſtin- 
iſhing privilege of the ancient Zion and Jeruſalem, to 
the beat of a king of Heaven's election, how greatly 
perior is the new Jeruſalem and goſpel Zion, in being 
te ſeat of the King of kings, who ſits upon the throne, 
d has the key of David? Cry out and ſhout, thou 
inhabitant of Zion, thy King ſhall never periſh, and 
great is the holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee.” 
Ila. Xii. 6.) 
They were places where God eſtabliſned his worſhip, 
xd to which the tribes of the Lord reſorted, becauſe of 
s houſe at Jeruſalem. Here the voice of his praiſe was 
ard, and ſacrifices came with acceptance upon his altar, 
ruſalem was the city of Jewiſh folemnities ; and it is 
retold by the prophets, that the once hoſtile nations 
und about them, ſhould pay them annual viſits, and join 
their holy feſtivals; yea, ſays the prophet Ifaiah, 
From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, ſhall all fleſh come to worſhip before the 
Lord of hoſts.” (Chap. Ixvi. 23.) Now, it is evident, 
ele high prediQtions were never accompliſhed in the 
rthly Zion and Jeruſalem : yea, it is impoſſible they 
n be accompliſhed in their literal ſenſe ; the nature of 
ings forbids it. But to the ſpiritual Zion, and heaven- 
Jeruſalem, they have been fulfilled, and ſhall be more 
d more accompliſhed : for this holy hill may be found 
all places of the world, and we may come to the city 
the living God without a pilgrimage. 
They were places for whoſe protection the divine pro- 


au ence has oftentimes awoke in a very extraordinary 
fer. Aſſembled kings have come wich hoſtile deſign 
v ainſt theſe highly favoured places, but inſtead of exe- 
ting their cruel purpoſe, the joytul Iſraclites, after their 
parture, upon the moſt narrow inſpection of their tow- 
za belaces, and bulwarks, could not obſerye that * of 
them 
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them was battered down, or even defaced. This was ng 
owing to their own ſtrength, but to the preſence of their 
God. But this glorious prerogative, of being the pecy. 
liar care of Heaven, is now transferred to the goſyel. 
church, and all her true members. They that truſt inc 
* the Lord, ſhall be like that mount Zion, that can nevwW* 
* be moved.” (Pal. cxxv. 1.) 


{he 
4 


e. 


FissmT, The Feaſt of TABENNACLES *. 


HE feaſt of tabernacles was one of the three grau 
feſtivals, in which all the males of Iſrael appeared 
before God in Jeruſalem. Tt began on the fifteenth day 
of the ſeventh month, which was four days after thei 
mournful faſt on the day of expiation, and was celebrated 
with all poſſible demonſtrations of joy, and national glad. 
neſs. It laſted eight days, and was the longeſt of all their 
ſolemnities ; and the laſt day is called in the New-Teſta. 
ment, the great day of the feat. Upon this day, we ar 
informed, “ Jeſus ſtood and cried, If any man thirſt, let 
him come unto me, and drink,“ (John vii. 37.) allud. 
ing, as is commonly thought, to a ceremony they uſual. 
ly performed on that occaſion with great pomp, though i 
be not commanded in the law +. On all the eight day 
they 


*The acceptable celebration of the following articles being fixed, 
by divine appointment, to Jeruſalem, they are introduced here to ci. 
plain and illuſtrate the great importance of that city as a typicil 
place, though, in another view, they might rather appear to belong 
to the head of typical things. | 

+ Tremellius on John vii. 37. obſerves from the Talmud, that the 
Jews uſed, on the eighth day of this feaſt, to march round the altar ſe. 
ven times, ſinging Hoſannah, with palm-branches in their hands, i 
memory of the Iſraelites, in the days of Joſhua, their marching rum 
Jericho, ſeven times on the day of its fall. And beſides, he inform 
us, from the ſame authority, that on this day they drew water with 
great joy from the brook Siloam, at the foot of mount Zion, carried ! 
to the prieſts in the temple, where they made a libation of it, mingle 
with wine, upon the altar. In the time of drawing the water, the 
ſung that cheerful ditty of the prophet Iſaiah, * With joy ſhall y 
draw water out of the wells of ſalvation.“ They pretended - 

tl 


| THE FEA5T OF TABERNACLES- 219 
Whey were to offer the ſacrifices, which are minutely con- 


eſcended upon by Moſes. On the firſt day, thirteen 
oung bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the firſt 
year, and one kid of the goats for a ſin- offering, beſide 
the continual burnt-offering. But it is worthy of our no- 
ce, that the bullocks diminiſhed by one every ſubſequent 
day, till on the ſeventh day, but ſeven were to be offered; 
nd upon the eighth and laſt, though the great day of the 
caſt, they offered but one bullock. Did not God in- 
end, by this gradual abatement, as the ſolemnity advan- 
ed, to exhibit unto his people, a repreſentation of the 
lecaying nature of that diſpenſation they were under; 
hat a time ſhould come when theſe {acrifices ſhould va- 
ih away altogether, and give place to more ſpiritual o- 
lations, which ſhould pleaſe the Lord better than any 
bullock that hath both horns and hoots ? 

But the ceremony that gave the name to this joyful 
eaſt, was their dwelling in. beocks the firſt ſeven days, 
'heſe booths were made of ovlive-branches, pine-branches, 
nyrtle-branches, palm-branches, willows of the brook, 
ad branches of other goodly trees, they cut down, and 
arried about in their hands. And that none might be 
t a loſs to know the meaning of this ordinance, it is ex- 
relsly declared by God himſelf, “ That your genera- 
tions may know that I made the children of Iſrael to 
* dwell in booths, when I brought them up out of the 
land of Egypt.“ (Lev. xxiii. 43.) So prone are hu- 
141 minds to bury in oblivion thote mercies that are paſt, 
hit luch rememorative inſtitutions have been always held 
ecefary and expedient. And ſurely the divine power 
T2 and 
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Le prophets Haggai and Zechariah were the inſtitutors of theſe rites; 
s, 10 


nd they imagined that the Holy Ghoſt was ſo delighted with *heir 
ound «rn al mirth and vociieration, as to impart to them, on this occaſion, 
or prophetical afl»=cus ; which happened, they ſay, to the prophet Jo- 


wien the ame writer oblerves, that as the Jews had milerably per- 
ed red this ordinance, by the additions of their own magical ceremo- 
ge es; {@ Chriu intended to reprove and ſilence their mad vociteta- 
they: when he cried with a loud voice, and to lead them away from 


It y 
that 
th 


he terreſtrial water co the water of lite, and to himſelf the only 
dope of this feaſt, and of all other ceremonies. 


220 TYPICAL PLACES» BOOK in 


and goodneſs diſplayed to the forefathers of the Jews, j 
miraculouſly providing all neceſſary accommodations {y 
them in a deſolate wilderneſs, deſerved anniverſary cel. 
bration, no leſs than their Exodus, or departure from | 
egypt. By this glad feaſt, they praiſed God for that gy 
land into which he had brought them.“ Our anceſtor; 
us if they had ſaid, © once wandered in the wildernel;, 
ga ſolitary way, they found no city to dwell in. But, 
that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs | h 
led them forth by a way that was right, to go to a cit 
of habitation. Inſtead of thoſe dreary proſpects our 5 
Athers had in the wilderneſs forty years, we, their poſt 
*« rity, are introduced to this delicious country, where v 
„ {ow fieids, and plant vineyards, that yield us fruits 
„ increaſe, whoſe rich and generous ſoil ſupplies us wi 
* theſe goodly trees, from whence we pluck theſe verda 
branches.“ (Pſal. cvii.) And we may add, with gre: 
probability, that their dwelling in booths ſo many days: 
very year, was a ſolemn recognition, that they were {i 
in a wandering ſtate, though ſettled in Canaan ; that the 
looked on themſelves as ſtrangers on the earth, even | 
the land of promiſe, as the patriarchs, from whom the 
ſprung, confeſſed, by dwelling in tents and tabernacle! 
this ſame land; that they were but pilgrims here, and ei 
pected a better heavenly inheritance. Truly this hu 
been the univerſal acknowledgment of good men in eve: 
age, who have eſteemed their felicity to ariſe, not ſo muc 
irom their preſent enjoyments, as their future proſpec 
They have not only counted themſelves pilgrims and g 
journers, when ſtruggling with adverſity, and wander 
from one country to another, without a fixed abode ; bu 
when elevated to the very ſummit of fortune, and e 
joying the moſt profound repoſe which this terreſtrial ſta 
affords. A tabernacle is the common apellation of a dwe!. 
ing-place, in the Old-Teſtament; and in the New-Teli: 
ment, the body in which the ſoul is lodged is ſtiled by ti 
great apoſtle, the earthly houſe of thts tabernacle, (2 Cor. 
1.) which is diſſolved by death, and reſigns to a more perm 
nent houſe, a building of God, eternal in the heave! 
David, a glorious king, called his palace the ren 
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hi houſe 5 (Pal. cxxxii. 3.) and Jeſus Chriſt, when he liv- 
ed on the earth, at leaſt aſter he began to act in his public 


character, had no proper home, but choſe to be the guelt, 


ſometimes to one, and ſometimes to another of his follow- 
ers. Whatever other reaſons might be aſſigned for this 
conduct of our Lord, it ſeems as if he had deſigned to ex- 
hibit to all his genuine diſciples, an illuſtrious example of 
ſuperior indifference to all ſublunary things, and to incul- 
cate, in the ſtrongeſt manner, upon their minds,“ Ariſe 
ye, and depart; this is not your reſt.” (Mic. ii. 10.) Set 
not your affections, O my people, on this tranſitory ſcene 
of things; remember the glorious hopes you entertain of 
admiſhon into the celeſtial manſions, and learn of me not 
to regard this world as your home.—'Then do we keep 
the feaſt of tabernacles in a ſpiritual manner, when we 
raiſe our ardent hopes to thoſe glad regions where God 
our Father, where Chriſt our elder Brother, and all the 
holy ſaints, and bleſſed angels, inhabit for evermore ; 
when we view theſe earthly manſions, and eyen the grave 
itlelf, as but our ſhort home, and places of tranſient reſi- 
dence, in compariſon of eternal habitations. 

But the feaſt of tabernacles ſeems chietly to be a figure 
of that holy joy, and ſpiritual gladneſs, which is both the 
duty and privilege of the true circumciſion, who worſhip 
God in the ſpirit, It is long ſince this folemnity was dil- 
continued; for God has made all their feaſt-days to ceale ; 
and there is no warrant in the ſcriptures for us, under the 
Chriſtian ceconomy, to revive this ceremonial ordinance. 
But ſtill we have the ſubſtance of this (hadow, and ought 
to keep this feaſt, though not in a carnal manner: for a 


| prophet of the Jews “ fortels the converſion of the Gen- 


tiles, in phraſes which evidently import, that theſe joyful 
rites are figures of goſpel-worſhip, The Chriſtian joys, 
both in the preſent and future life, ſeem to have been pre- 
ſigured by this Jewiſh feſtivity. 

| T 3 It 


* Zech. xiv. 16.“ And it ſhall come to paſs. that every one that 
is left of all the nations which came againſt Jeruſalem, ſhall even go 
* up trom year toy, to worſhip the King, the Lord of hoſts, and 
le keep the {caſt of raberazcles,” &c. 


—— — — — - 


ing. Job could ſay, Bleſſed be the name of the Lord,” 
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It began ſoon after the ſorrowful day of expiation, i 
which they afflicted their ſouls, and had a lively repreſen. 
tation of the great atonement. ExaQtly ſo, the Chriſtian 
joy treads upon the heel of godly ſorrow ; and it is the 
prerogative of the high and lofty One, to revive the ſpiri; 
of the humble, and the heart of the contrite one. 'The 
bloody death, and meritorious ſufferings of the great 83. 
crifice, is the ſource from whence it ſprings. It 1s ſtrange, 
but certain, the ſinner's unſpeakable joy ariſes from the 
Saviour's unutterable wo. Well may they keep a feaſ 
of tabernacles, who have received the atonement by [e. 
ſas Chriſt : well may they ſhout for joy, whoſe iniquity 
is pardoned, whoſe tranſgreſſion is covered, and to whon 
the Lord will not impute fin; for though he was angr 
with them, his anger is turned away. 

And as this ſolemn feaſt laſted eight days, the Chriſti 
an's joy is not like the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo. 
ment : for it ſhould be perpetuated through the whol: 
courſe of his life. Rejoice evermore,” (1 Theſ. v. 16.) 
is a New-Teſtament precept perpetually obliging. Ther: 
are times when carnal mirth may be very unſeaſonable, 
and highly improper ; but what ſhould forbid that joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, which is the gladneſs of his nation, ty 
be indulged at all times? It is a joy that may exiſt in ti 
ſame ſoul, together with the moſt unfeigned ſorrow, arc 
molt lively contrition. It may even comport with th: 
moſt afflicted ſtate in this world, and abourd in the great 
eſt of tribulations. It is a continual feaſt, which the unpa 
ralleled afflictions of Paul were not capable of interrupt. 


(Job i. 21.) in the moſt complicated diſtreſs. And 
though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, though fruit 
'* ſhould not be found in the vines, though the labour d 
the olive ſhould fail, though the flock thould be cut af 
from the fold, and there ſhould be no herd in the ſtalls; 
it was the firm reſolution of Habakkuk, Yet will I re 
joice in the Lord, and be glad in the God of my falvi 
tion.“ (Hab. iii. 17, 18.) 
However, it muſt be owned, the feaſt is kept here bu 
unjeriectly, We are in heavineſs throvgh manitolc 
tero tl 
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temptations, and muſt not expect to have all tears wiped 


| away in a place of fin and ſorrow, The principal cele- 
| bration of this feſtival is in heaven, where alone there is 
| fulneſs of pure unmixed joy. In compariſon of this bleſs- 


ed ſtate, how imperfeQ is the preſent ! It may be reſem- 
bled. to the ſorrowful day of expiation, that preceded 
this joyful feaſt. But as the Jews of old, for one day of 
ſorrow had eight days of gladneſs, ſo momentary afflic- 
tion ſhall there give place to everlaſting joy. The be- 
loved apoltle deſcribes the heavenly ſtate in alluſion to 
the ceremomes of this feaſt: And I beheld, and lo, a 
great multitude, which no man could number, of all na- 
„tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongnes, ſtood be- 
„fore the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with 
** white robes;“ (Rev. vii. 9.) and, as the Jews were 
wont at the feaſt of tabernacles, they had palms in their 
hand, and ſung with a loud voice the great Hoſannah. 


SECONDLY, The Faſt of the AnniverSaky ATONEMENT., 


[JPON the tenth day of the ſeventh month, (a month 
diſtinguiſhed in the Jewiſh rubrick for the great num- 
ber of feſtivals obſerved in it), the whole body of the 
people in Iſrael were required to keep a ſolemn faſt to 
alfflict their ſouls for fin, and to abſtain from all manner 
of ſervile work. But the chief ſolemnities of the day 
conſiſted in thoſe rites by which the high prieſt was to 
make atonement for the ſins of his nation; which rites 
were never practiſed but upon this occaſion. Whatever 
our great High Prieſt has done for the ſalvation of his 
people in earth beneath, or in heaven above, was prefi- 
gured in theſe venerable ſolemnities. This the inſpired 
writer to the Hebrews having at great length illuſtrated 
to our hand, it will not be neceſſary to enlarge upon it. 
Let it ſuffice briefly to enumerate the ſacerdotal actions 
reſerved for this memorable day, and then to hint at their 
typical ſenſe. | 
How then was the. Jewiſh high prieſt to equip himſelt 
for the ſervice of the day? He was to put on his holy li- 
nen garments after waſhing himſeli. He was to fwniſh 
| biraſelt 
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himſelf with a bullock for a fin-offering, and a ram for: 
burnt-offering, to be offered for his own fins, and the {in 
of his family. He was alſo to take of the congregat'q 
two kids of the goats for a ſin-offering, and a ram for , 
burnt-offering. The two goats, making but one offering 
together, were not to be uſed in the ſame manner. One 
of them was to be offered unto the Lord after the man. 
ner of a ſin- offering; the other preſented alive before the 
Lord, and then diſmiſſed into the wilderneſs. The facri. 
fices being prepared, he proceeded in the following man. 
ner. Firſt, he killed the bullocky to atone for himſelf 
and family; and taking in his hand a cenſer full of burn. 
ing coals from off the altar, and a quantity of ſweet in- 
cenſe ſufficient to raiſe a cloud that ſhould cover the mer. 
cy-ſeat, taking alſo the blood of his bullock in a veſſel, he 
went into the ſanctuary, ſet the incenſe on fire, and ſprink- 
led the blood upon and before the mercy-ſeat. The fa. 
crifice for himlelt being thus performed, he returns out 
of the ſanctuary, and kills the goat of the ſin-offering for 
the people; and bringing his blood again within the vail, 
he ſprinkles it, as he Pad done with the blood of the bul. 
lock, upon the mercy-ſeat, and likewiſe upon the golden 
altar. And,” ſaid the lawgiver of the Jews, “there 
„ ſhall be no man in the tabernacle, when he goeth in to 
* make an atonement in the holy place, until he come 
„out.“ (Lev. xvi. 17.)—The next ceremony is this: he 
brings the live-goat, and laying his hands upon the head 
of the creature, confeſſes over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Iſrael, putting them upon the head of the goat, 
and ſends him by ſome fit man into the wilderneſs; ** And 
the goat,” ſaid the Lord, © ſhall bear upon him all the ini- 


quities of the children of Iſrael, into a land not ioha- 


* bited.” (Verſe 22.) This done, he goes into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and ſtripping himſelf of his li. 
nen garments, he depoſites them in the holy place, wath- 
es himſelf, puts on his golden garments for glory and beau- 
ty, comes forth to the people, and offers the two rams for 


a a burnt-offering, the one for himſelf, and the other for the 


people. Laſtly, the fat of the ſin-oſfering is burnt upon 
the altar, and the bodies of the byllock and goat, wg 
bloc: 


III. 
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ora biood had been carried into the holy place, were burned 
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Such is the order of the holy rites to be practiſed on 


this great anniverſary ; and the happy effects of it are ſaid 


| to be a cleanſing from all their fins. (Verſe 30.) Now, it 


| is evident theſe carnal ordinances have many marks of 


| weakneſs and imperfection. If we ſpeak of real atone- 


ment, it was utterly impoſſible that the blood of theſe 
bullocks and goats could take ſin away, as pertaining to 
the conſcience. 'They were but brute creatures, of inferior 
nature to the prieſt that offered them, and to the people 
tor whom they were offered. They were offered by a ſin- 
ful man, who needed atonement for himſelf. They were 
offered year by year continually, and in them a remem- 
brance was again made of ſin every year. Now, if they 
could have made the comers to them perfect, would they 
not have ceaſed to be offered? Moſt certainly they would: 
becauſe that the worſhippers once purged, ſhould have 
had no more conſcience of fin. In all theſe things the 
Prieſt of our profeſſion has the pre-eminence. He need- 
ed not, like Aaron and his ſucceſſors, to offer for himſelf, 
being harmleſs and undefiled. He needed not to ſhed the 
blood of others; for he was able to offer up himſelf. He 
needed not repeat his ſacrifice oftener than once, or ſuffer 
often from the foundation of the world ; for by one offer- 
ing he hath for ever perfected all them that are ſanctiſied. 
—'Theſe neceſſary allowances heing made, of the vaſt diſ- 
parity between the type and Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall proceed 
to enumerate ſome of theſe grand evangelical myſteries 
that were enigmatically preached unto the Jews in the 
tranſactions of this day. 

That in future time a true and proper atonement ſhould 
be made for the fins of Iſrael; or, to uſe the ſtile of the 
prophet Zechariah, that“ God would remove the iniquity 
of his land in one day:“ (Zech. iii. 9.) this ſeems to 
have been the leading doctrine held forth in all the ſacrifi- 
ces, but eſpecially in thoſe that were offered on this occaſi- 
on. Yet a little while, and God will exhibit a propitia- 
tion in the promiſed Meſſiah, who ſhall finiſh tranſgreſſion, 
and make an end of fin, and perfeQly do that will of - * 
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\ glorious conqueror of the grave by his reſurrection. For 
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which cannot be done by ſacrifice for fin, and burnt-f. 
ferings. And how ſhall this great event be brought to 
paſs? How {hall the Meſſias redeem Iſrael from all his 
iniquities? What ſhall he do? What ſhall be done un- 
to him? How ſhall he begin; and in what manner ſhall 
he finiſh the arduous work? Theſe queſtions may all be 
anſwered by theſe anniverſary rites. 

It was ſignified, that the great Maker of atonement 
ſhould aſſume the nature of the perſons for whom it 
ſhould be made: for their high prieſt was one of their bre. 
thren, and taken from among men. That when he 
ſhould come into the world, to do the will of God, he 
ſhould not make a ſplendid figure, nor array himſelf of all 
that glory of which he is truly poſſeſſed. For the high 
prieſt of the ſews, upon the day of atonement, put not 
on at the firſt his beſt ſuit of apparel, but was content 
with the holy linen garments he wore in common with o— 
ther prieſts, That he ſhould be conſtituted a public 
perſon, and repreſent a great number of individuals, in 
whatever ſhould be done by him. For the high prieſt 
did not officiate in the garments which he commonly 
wore, but in theſe public robes that were the badges of 
his public character as the repreſentative of the people. 
That the ſins of all the redeemed ſhould be transfer- 
red upon him, and become his own by legal imputation. 
For all the iniquities of the children of Iſrael were ſo— 
lemaly confeſſed over the head of the ſcape-goat, before 
he was diſmiſſed into the wilderneſs. That when thus 
charged with guilt, he ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment of 
death, and his life be violently taken away. For the o- 
ther goat, the bullock, and the two rams, were killed for 
fin-offerings and burnt-offerings. And © without ſhed— 
„ding of blood was no remiſhon.” (Heb. ix. 22.) That 
the blood of Jeſus ſhould be ſhed in a public manner 
without the gate. For the bodies of theſe beafts were 
burned without the camp. That he ſhould, however, 
live, even when dead, as to his divine nature, and be a 


the ſcape-goat, which was the half of the fin-offering for 
the people, was not to be killed as the other 1 
| 'Thak. 


between the cherubims. 
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| That he ſhould, when the work of purging our fins was 
| finiſhed, diſappear on earth, enter within the vail of theſe 
aſpectable heavens, into that happy place where God re- 
| ſides among the bleſſed angels. For when the high prieſt 
| had ſhed the blood of the bullock and the goat, he went 
out of the fight of the Iſraelites, entering within the vail 


into that venerable apartment, where were the {ſymbols 
of the divine preſence, and where IEuovau ſat inthroned 
That his moſt precious blood 
ſhould be the key to open the everlaſting gates, or ſhould 


| procure his welcome reception into the preſence of God. 


For, uuleſs the high prieft had offered up the appointed 
victims, he durſt not have preſumed to ſee the face of 
God in the moſt holy place. That though the heavens 
ſhould contain him, and the world ſee him no more, he 
ſhould ſtill be carrying on his prieſtly work in the pre- 
ſence of Jenovan. For when the Jewiſh prieſt entered 
within the vail, he perfumed the mercy-ſeat with incenſe, 
and ſprinkled it with blood. Truly unleſs the high prieſt 
had gone into the holieſt of all with his blood and in- 
cenſe, he had not diſcharged the moſt glorious part of his 
work. If he had only offered the victims, and gone no 
further than the middle court, the inferior prieſts had 
been upon a level with him : for theſe things they did as 
well as he. So if Jeſus Chriſt were till on earth, where 
he offered up himſelf; if he had not gone to the Father, 
and retired from the view of men, he could not be a 
prieſt in the moſt eminent ſenſe of the word, the moſt 
glorious part of his function were ſtill to be diſcharged, 
and the reſemblance betwixt him and the Jewiſh high 
prieſt would be very lame and imperfect. But rejoice, 


O ye that believe on his name, and ye who make his a- 


tonement the principal baſis of your comfort; for we 


| have a great High Prieſt, that was once on earth, but is 


now paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God. 
There he appears as a Lamb as it had been ſlain, and 


| ſtands with his golden cenſer, to offer up the incenſe of 


his interceſſion with the prayers of all ſaints. A time 
will come, when the interpoſing vail ſhall be drawn a- 
fide, and the great High Prieſt return with ſound of 
trumpet, 


by a wall of partition, till the Meſſias ſhould come to 


iii. 9, 10.) They were forbid to taſte themſelves the pro- 
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trumpet, to bleſs his expecting people, and abſolve them 
from all their iniquities before an aſſembled world: for 
© to them that look for him, he ſhall appear the ſecond 
© time, without ſin, unto ſalvation.” (Heb. ix. 28.) 


TurzpLy, The Feaſt of FixsT-rrviTs and of PENTECOST, 


As it was the will of God, that his people ſhould dwell 


alone, and be divided from all nations of the world 


pull it down; ſo, beſides a great number of other peculi. 
arities, they muſt not plough, nor ſow, nor reap, in the 
ſame manner as other people. 'The rites with which they 
began and finiſhed their harveſt, are not unworthy of a 
particular notice. Beſides the charitable regulation they 
obſerved, in not making a clean riddance of the corners 
of their field, nor gathering any gleanings, nor returning 
to fetch a forgotten ſheaf; (for theſe were the perquiſites 
of the poor ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the widow) : they 
were commanded to begin their harveſt with offering to 
the Lord a ſheaf of the firſt-fruits, and to end it in a ho- 
ly convocation, and an offering of two loaves, with other 
ſolemnities. 

The beginning of harveſt in the holy land, was on the 
morrow aber the feaſt of the paſſover, when they preſent- 
ed their firſt- fruits unto the Lord, not only for the whole 
congregation, but, as it would ſeem, for every particular 
family, The form of words to be pronounced on this oc- 
caſion by him that offered the firſt-fruits, is expreſsly re- 
corded in the Jewiſh law“; and the wiſe king of Iſrael 
inforces the obedience of this religious precept with the 
aſſurance of the heavenly benediction: “ Honour the 
Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt-fruits of 
6 thine increaſe : ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
© and thy preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine.” (Prov. 


duce 


* Deut. xxvi. 3, 5. © I profeſs this day, that Lam come into the 
country which the Lord {ware unto our fathers for to give us. A 
Syrian ready to periſh was my father,” &c. 
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uce of the year, whether bread, parched corn, or green 
ars, till they had brought the appointed offering to their 
od, as an acknowledgment of his dominion, and ex- 
reſſion of their gratitude. It ſeems to have been a ſig- 
ificant ceremony, intended to revive that law of nature, 
hat the all bounteous Giver ſhould be honoured with our 
rſt and beſt. And truly, the obſervance of this rule is 
ot only injoined every where in the Moſaic ritual, but 
tay be traced as high as the — of the firſt martyr, 
ho brought unto the Lord of the firſtlings of his flock ; 
hereas no ſuch thing is obſerved of the firſt murderer, 
whoſe offering the i had no reſpect.— Beſides, when 
je who crowned the year with his goodneſs, required a 
heaf to be given him, it might impreſs upon their minds 
ach momentous truths as theſe, that we can give nothing 
o God but what we firſt receive from God; that what we 
reſent unto God, cannot be profitable unto him; and that 
hat he requires, is nothing to what he beſtows. What 
5a ſingle ſheaf to all the treaſures of the harveſt? Would 
e not been a fooliſh Iſraelite, who ſhould have regarded 
15 puny ſheaf as an equivalent, or price, that deſerved at 
od's hand the rich productions of the year? Nor is it. 
els abſurd for any to imagine, that their moſt uſeful ac- 
ions can deſerve the gift of eternal life, that joyful har- 
eſt of light that is ſown for the righteous, and of gladneſs 
hat is ſown for the upright in heart. 
The end of harveſt was upon the fiftieth day after it be- 
gan. This day was ſolemnized with a religious aſſem- 
bling, and with abſtaining from fervile work. The huſ- 
audman had ſeen the fruits of his ground brought to ma- 
turity, and teſtified his gratitude by the ſheat which he 
offered with holy rites, upon the firſt day; and now he of- 
ters upon the fiftieth day, two large loaves of fine flourba- 
ken with leaven, which are alſo called the fir/t-fruits unto 
the Lord, (Lev. xxiii. 17.) and were a thank-offering, as 
well as the ſheaf, to that good God who had reſerved for 
them the appointed weeks of the harveſt. On the begin- 
ning of Pentecoſt, they offered with the ſheaf a lamb with- 
out blemiſh for a burnt-offering: but now their gratitude 
muſt riſe in proportion to the favours they receive, and 
not 
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not one lamb, but ſeven lambs, one young bullock, ary 
two rams, muſt ſmoke upon God's altar. 

We are informed by the hiſtorian of the New-Teſty, 
ment, that this fiftieth day coincided with the moſt te, 
markable event of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon th, 
firſt founders of Chriſtianity. © When the days of Pente. 
„ coſt were fully come, they were all with one accord in 
„one place: and ſuddenly there came a ſound from hes. 
© ven, as of a ruſhing mighty wind: and there appeared 
© unto them cloven tongues, as of fire, and fat upon each 
„of them; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghok, 
* and began to ſpeak with tongues, as the Spirit gay 
„them utterance.” (Atts ii. 1, 2, 3, 4.) 

By inſpecting the hiſtory of the Iſraelites march fron 
Egypt, it will alſo be found, that upon this very day the 
law was given at mount Sinai. The conjunction of theſe 
two grand events on the laſt day of the — ſeem; 
not without ſome ſpecial intention in the Holy Ghok; 
Fifty days after the deliverance from Egypt, was the 
killing letter, or the fiery law given; and fifty days after 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, our better deliverance, was the 
quickening Spirit diſpenſed, to write the law, not on hart 
tables of ſtone, but on the fleſhly tables of the heart, and to 
qualify the apoſtles to begin a new harveſt, far more in. 
portant than what was now happily finiſhed; a harveſt not 
of corn, but of men, to be reaped by putting the ſickle «Wh 
the word of God into the field of the world. q 

Such were the ſacred rites with which the Jews began 
and finiſhed their harveſt; and, in the language of the 
New-Teſtament, whatever thing is the beginning, pledge, 
and earneſt of more of the ſame kind, is ſtiled frft-fruzt:, 
So the finſt- fruits of Achara, (1 Cor. xvi. 15.) denotes the 
moſt early converts to the Chriſtian faith in that part ©: 
the world; and thoſe begun graces and conſolations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that are the earneſt of the eternal inherit- 
ance, are denominated the fir/t-fruits of the Spirit. (Row. 
viii. 23.) But we ſhall chiefly obſerve the application 0: 
this epithet to Chriſt, and to believers. 

_ « Chriſt,” ſays the inſpired apoſtle, * is riſen from the 
* dead, and become the firſt- fruits of them * 1 85 
I Cor. 


——_—_— wm, ro, 
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WF [4 Cor. xv. 20.) May we not hence affirm, that as the 


harveſt is a natural emblem of the end of the world, and 
general reſurre tion; ſo the Jewiſh firſt-fruits did repre- 
ſent the reſurrection of the Son of God. The bodies of 
the ſaints, when depoſited in the grave, may be compared 
to that ſeed which the huſbandman commits to the furrows 
f the field. One would imagine, that the grain once bu- 
he, ried under the clod, would never more emerge from un- 
ler it. But conſtant experience aſſures us, that by the 
ombined influence of vernal ſhowers and ſuns, it will 
burſt the confinement of the furrow, and reward the la- 
bourer's toil with copious fruit. So, at the deſtined hour, 


Selene ſleeping duſt of ſaints ſhall revive as the corn; the 
fron arth ſhall caſt forth her dead, and ſhall no more cover 
; the er ſlain; and what was ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed 


he" glory. The re ſurrection of the corn is an event, in 
| he world of nature, that clearly proves the poſſibility of 
hos. God's raiſing the dead. The reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
'Wdvances further ſtill, and evidently proves the certainty 
ff our bodies arifing from the duſt. This joyful event not 
nly proclaims, in loudeſt accents, that the dry bones can 
ive, if it is the pleaſure of God to fend forth his quick- 
ning Spirit; but aſſerts, in the ſtrongeſt manner, that 
che will revive us, he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live 
ein his fight.” (Hof. vi. 2.) Were the firſt- fruits reap- 
d before the reſt of the harveſt? So Chriſt, the firſt- 
ruits, was firſt raiſed from the grave, and afterwards they 
hat are Chriſt's ſhall be raiſed at his coming, Were the 


* rſt- fruits a pledge and earneſt to the Ifraelites, that the 
* hole harveſt (hould be reaped in due time? The reſurrec- 
0 5 ion of Jeſus Chriſt inſures the reſurrection of all his peo- 
a le at the appointed ſeaſon. So runs the joy ful declaration 
+ of Wb tbe prophet, © Thy dead men ſhall live, together with 
the my dead body ſhall they ariſe : awake and ſing, ye that 
it. * dwell in duſt.” (Ifa. xxvi. 19.) ; 

od But as the firſt- fruits are an emblem of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
: „ leſs repreſent the faithful, and the redeemed from a- 


nong men. Iſrael,“ ſays a prophet, “ was holineſs to 
tte! he Lord, and the firit-fruits of his increaſe.” (Jer. ii. 
„) And an apoſtle affirms, that © of his own will we are 
U 2 | * begotten 
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+ begotten by the word of truth, that we ſhould be a king 
© of firſt-fruits of his creatures.” (Jam. 1. 18.) Let u 
ſee the reſemblance.” The firſt-fruits were the unalienah: 
property of the God of Ifrael, with which it had been f. 
crilege to intermeddle. Even ſo, the redeemed are th; 
portion of the Lord ; they are not their own, and all wh 
devour them ſhall offend. The firſt-fruits were given hy 
God to the prieſts, as a part of their maintenance. Thi 
puts us in mind of that ſaying of our High Prieſt, ** Thine 
they were, and thou gaveſt them me.” (John xvii, 6 
The firſt- fruits were but a ſmall part of the harveſt. Thi 
may denote the paucity of ſaints, who, in compariſon of the 
multitude, are like an handful of corn in the earth. But, 
laitly, as the firſt-fruits did ſanctify and bleſs the whol: 
crop, and in their uſe were better than the reſt. Even 


| fo, the people of God, though few and ſmall, are the ex. 


cellent of the earth, and a bleſſing in the midſt of the 
land, however much they may be undervalued by worldly 


men, 
FourTuLy, The Feoft of the New Moons, 


As the feaſt of the new moon is placed among the ha. 
dows of good things to come by the apoſtle of ti: 


Gentiles, we muſt not altogether paſs over it. Thoug 


the beginning of the ſeventh month was peculiarly ſacred, 
the beginnings of all the other months were alſo dedicate 
unto God, and ſolemnized with holy rites and exerciſe 
of devotion, On their new moons they refrained ſervil 
work, offered extraordinary ſacrifices , reſorted to the 
prophets, feaſted together, and blowed the ſilver trum 


pets 


* The ſacrifices for the new moon appointed in the Moſaic la", 
are two young bullocks, one ram, ſeven lambs, &c. Lev. xxviii. 1. 
Ezekiel mentions but one young bullock, fix lambs, and a ram, chap. 
xlvi. 6. though the church-itate which he deſcribes, is ſuppoſed to Þ: 
more glorious than the former one. We ſee from this, the ceremom. 
al law was not deſigned to be unalterable : for, not only the priet- 
hood being changed, (which the apoſtle obſerves, Heb. vii. 12.) bi 
the ſacritice alſo being changed, (according to Ezekiel), there is mail 
of neceſſity a change alſo of the law, 


.- 
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pets. —Let us try it we can alſign the probable reaſons of 

this ſervice, or the moral inſtructions that may be learned 
from this ſtatute unto Iſrael, and law of the God of Ja- 
cod. 

And, firſt, Might it not be deſigned as an aſcription of 
praiſe and thankſgiving to that glorious Being, who ſuſ- 
pended that ſilver lamp in the blue vault of heaven, that 
it might ſmooth the ſhades of night with its cheerful bor- 
rowed rays, turn the ocean in its bed, divide our time, 
and ſerve the purpoſes of vegetation, as well as the gol- 
den ruler of the day ?— They acknowledged, by this feſ- 
tival, that God who is above, was the prime mover of 
this, and other heavenly luminaries; that to him they 
were indebted for all the beneficial effects of theſe excel- 
lent creatures. Had they intended to addreſs their ho- 
mage to the hoſt of heaven themſelves, and not to him 
who formed them by the breath of his mouth, they 
would no doubt have rather blown their trumpets to the 
riſing fun, or to the moon at her full, when lhe walks in 
brightneſs. But God, who is jealous of his glory, required 
that he ihould be praiſed for this good creature, not when 
the appears to her greateſt advantage, but when ſhe is ei- 
ther altogether. invitivle, or dimly ſeen, like an inconſi- 
derable ſtreak of light. By this precaution none can ſuſ- 
pet, but the ſacred rites were in honour of him who 
made the ſun to rule by day, and the moon to rule by 
night: for his mercy endureth for ever.” (Pal. 
cXXXVi. 8, 

Might it not alfo be intended as a ſolemn recognition, 
that God was the ſole proprietor of their times, which 
are wholly in his hand, and ought to be dedicated unto 
his ſervice ? The firſt days of their month might be oTer- 
ed to God for the ſame reaſons, as the firſt-fruits of their 
ground. Hereby they diſclaimed the ſuperſtition of the 
Heathen, who were diſmayed at the ſigus of heaven, and 
eſteemed ſome parcels of their time ill-fated or unlucky. 
As every creature of God is good; ſo no time is evil, be- 
ing ſanRtified by the ſame word of God, and prayer. It 
Rhe firſt-fruits be holy, ſo is the lump; and if the firſt 
U 3 | day 
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day of every month be holy, the ſubſequent days are con. 
ſecrated by it. 

But chiefly, as one is apt to look for ſome notices of 
the Meſſiah in all the legal ordinances, might not this 
monthly feſtival, and eſpecially the feaſt of trumpets in 
the ſeventh month of their civil, but firſt of their ſacred 
year, be viewed by them as a faint ſhadow of the future 
renovation of all things by Jeſus Chriſt ? Though we 
muſt not be bold in fixing our own conjectures upon the 
Holy Ghoit, as his undoubted meaning, there ſeems, hoy. 
ever, to be a conſiderable likeneſs betwixt the blowinz 
of the trumpet at the new moon, and the voice both 
the goſpel and the archangel. 

Firit, It might perhaps be a figure of the new face the 
church ſhould wear in the age of the Meſſiah. In other 
places the univerſal church is compared to the moon, and 
the preaching of the goſpel is reſembled to the blowing 
of a great trumpet. What though we ſhould conſider the 
old moon as an emblem of the Jewiſh ceconomy, which, 
like that waning orb, decayed, waxed old, and vaniſh 
away,—But the Chriſtian diſpenſation may be compared 
to the new moon, which, though ſmall at firſt, did gradu- 
ally increaſe, while the ſound of the goſpel-trumpet, the 
voice of our great High Prieſt, did go into all the earth, 
and his words unto the end of the world. Who Know: 
but the believing Jews might, by this feaſt, expreſs thei; 
faith and joy in that happy revolution, which the apoltl: 
calls, “ the abolthing in his fleſh the enmity, even the 
© law of commandments, contained in ordinances, t? 
„make in himſelf, of twain, ene new man?“ (Eph. i. 
15.) 

Or, laſtly, May we not diſcern, in this monthly feſt! 
val, a ſhadow of the awful tranſactions in the great an 
terrible day of the Lord; which ſhall, however, be a joy: 
fal period to all true Iſraelites, and the time of the re- 
ſtitution of all things? "This viſible world itſelf may be re 
iembled to a waniag moon, as the faſhion of it paſſes “ 
way. But as the new moon ſucceeded the old, while tl 
prieſts did tow with their trumpets; ſo, when the Jai 
trumpet ha! lound, the dead ſhall be raifed ineorrupt 


* 


ther ſhall thy moon withdraw itſelf : 
| + (hall be thine everlaſting 
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ble, and the living ſhall be changed; this corruptible 
© ſhall put on incorruption, and this mortal ſhall put on im- 
mortality. 
| when, according to the ſublime prophet, Thy ſun, O 


Then ſhall that bleſſed ſtate commence, 


„Zion, ſhall be no more thy light by day, neither for 
*« brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unto thee : but the 
„Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light, and thy 
« God thy glory. Thy ſun ſhall no more go down, ne1- 
or the Lord 
light, and the days of thy 
„ mourning ſhall be ended.” (Iſa. Ix. 19, 20.) 


| FirTHLyY, The METarnoricar PRIESTHOOD of all 


Chriſtians, 


LTHOUGH the Levitical prieſts were chiefly de- 
ſigned to prefigure the great High Prieſt, as has 
been ſaid, this hinders not to view them alſo as emblems 
of all the ſaints, who, in every age, are cauſed to approach 
unto God, that they may dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
for ever. It is true indeed, the great propitiatory ſacrifice 
is already offered, never to be repeated againz and we 
cannot ſufficiently deteſt that ſacreligious uſurpation of the 
Redeemer's glory, by the pretended prieſts in the Roman 
church, who, without any the leaſt warrant from the ſacred 
oracles, give out to their deluded votaries, that they offer 
in the maſs, I know not what unbloody ſacrifice for the 
ſins of the living and the dead. O impiety! O abſurdi- 
ty! for, can any thing be more wicked and fooliſh, than 
to imagine that Jeſus Chriſt has not, by his one offering, 
for ever perlected all them that are ſanctified, but left his 
work to be completed by a wretched, mumbling, mortal 
prieſt ?—We Chriſtians muſt acknowledge, that all prieſt- 
hood, in the ſtrict literal ſenſe, is now ceaſed in Chriſt the 
end of the law. But ſtill there is a metaphorical prieſt- 
hood, which the New-Teſtament aſcribes, not to the of- 
fice-bearers in the Chriſtian church, but to all Chriſtians 
without exception. It was the promiſe of God to his an- 
cient people, that “they ſhould be unto him a Kingdom 
of prieſts;“ (Exod, xix. 6.) and the phraſe 1s e 
7 


; 
| 
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by a New-Teſtament apoſtle, who ſays, to the whole body 
of the believers to whom he wrote, Ye are a roy] 
„ priefthood.” (1 Pet. ii. 9.) It was foretold by the holy 
prophets, that men ſhould call the profeſſors of the true 
religion, the preeſts of the Lord, and the mini/ters of our Gol, 
(Ifa. Ixi. 6.)—=that the Gentiles ſhould be taken for 
prieſts and Levites; that the prieſtly tribe ſhould have 
an offspring numerous as the hoſt of heaven, and the ſand 
of the ſea ;—that in every place which the riſing and ſet- 
ting ſun ſurveys, incenſe and a pure offering ſhould be of. 
fered to the true God. Theſe great and precious promi- 
ſes have already been, and ſtill more ſhall be fulfilled, 
The company of the redeemed were ſeen by John in vi- 
ſion arrayed in white robes, the badge of their prieitly 
character; and he heard their heavenly ſong of praile to 
that loving Saviour that waſhed them from their fins in 
his owa blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God. Though the analogy of the legal and metaphorical 
prieithood may not perhaps be ſo ſtriking as betwixt Aa- 
ron and Chriſt Jeſus, there is not wanting a conſiderable 
reſemblance. 

Were the Levitical prieſts choſen by God, and ſepa- 
rated to his peculiar ſervice? God hath cholen the faith- 
ful from the reſt of mankind, and ſet apart him that is 
godly for himſelf, Were they taken in the room of the 
firſt-born of all the tribes, to whom the right of prieſt- 
hood ſeems to have originally belonged : The people of 
Chriſt aze the general aſſembly and church of the firit- 
born, as all God's children are. Were they all deſcended 
from Aaron and Levi? (for unleſs they could prove their 
genealogy, they were put from the prieſthood as pollu- 
ted). So, all the faints are deſcendants from Jeſus Chriſt, 
their everlaſting Father, and ought to aſcectain their hea- 
venly extraction by the documents of a holy converſation, 
They were waſhed with water at their conſecration, and 
were always to ule the great laver that ſtood in the entry 
of the tabernacle, when they miniſtered in the ſanctuary. 
This puts us in mind of the waſhing of regeneration, that 
all Chriſtians partake at firſt, and of the frequent recourſe 
to the fountain of Chrill's blood in their holy ü 

he 


” PA 


THE METAPHORICAL PRIESTHOOD, Oc. 237 


The oil that anointed them, fignified the unction of the 


Spirit, which the faithful receive from the holy One. 
The white garments of fine linen, are an emblem of the 


| righteouſneſs of the ſaints. They were not allowed a 


ſhare of the earthly Canaan, as the other tribes: for the 


Tord ſpake unto Aaron,“ Thou ſhalt have no inheritance 
in their land, nor have any part among them: I am thy 


part, and thine inheritance.” (Numb. xviii. 20.) Was 
not this a lively type of the ſuperior privilege of his belov- 
ed, who are delivered from the men of the world, who 
have their wretched portion in this tranſitory life? But 
the Lord is their portion, and therefore in him they may 
hope, be their outward ſtate ever ſo indigent. The ce- 
remonial purity required of them that bore the veſſels of 
the Lord, denotes, that holineſs becomes the houſe of the 
Lord for ever, and all who worſhip in his temple. 

But what are their ſacrifices? Let an apoſtle ſpeak this: 
they are ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus 
„ Chriſt,” (1 Pet. ii. 5.) Perhaps we might ſay, to uſe 
the legal file, there is the meat-offering. of charitable 
diſtributions z the drink-offeripg of penitent tears, iſſuing 
from a broken contrite heart; the heave-offering of pray- 
er and elevated defires; the peace-offering of praiſe and 
thankſgiving z and the whole burnt-offering of the whole 
man, when the body is preſented unto God a living ſacri- 
tice, when every luſt is mortified, and the very life ſur- 
rendered for the honour of God in martyrdom, which 
ſometimes is a reaſonable ſervice.—Theſe are the ſacrifi- 
ces which all the ſaints ſhould offer, not to an unatoned, 
but to an atoned God. 'They themſelves are their tem- 
pl-3z and, beſides, they have acceſs by faith into heaven, 
the holieſt of all. Chriſt is their altar, that ſanctiß es all 
their gifts, His Spirit is the fire that inflames, and his 
merit is the ſalt that powders all their ſacrifices, when they 
come with acceptance before the preſence of ]enovan, 


THE END. 
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